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^fae%panri to Bmnt far Mubarak attodters 

rtgacroUM (AFP) — Sudan said Tuesday it has created a 
gg^nesion to hunt down three militants involved in the June 26 
^j ycina rion attempt on Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak who 
cjj^opu Says fled to its territory. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Jalaf Atabani said the government has set up '‘a high-level 
committee to trace and find out the three persons Ethiopia has said 
entered Sudan.” But Mr. Atabani told the press that “no more 
fiyrti one of these persons has entered Sudan,” adding that 
jQyjjtoum did not know where he was. “Sudan will hand over the 
pejsons Ethiopia is requesting the moment they are discovered,” 
[he spokesman said. Sudanese President Omar Hassan AI Beshir 
snid on Monday he was “surprised” by the Ethiopian govern- 
ment’s claim to have fresh evidence linking Khartoum to the 
' on .Mr. Mubarak's life in Addis Ababa. Khartoum has 
any involvement m the machine-gun attack to Mr. 
Mubarak’s motorcade, which was claimed by Egypt's main 
outlawed armed fundamentalist group, Gamaa Al Islamiyah. “ 
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Jordan urges Sudan-Egypt dialogue 

PETRA — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
on Tuesday received a message from his Sudanese counterpan. 
Mohammad AI Amin Khalifa, dealing with the dispute between 
Sudan and Egypt -over the Haiaib triangle. The letter was delivered 
to Mr. Srour by Abu All Majdoub Abu Ali, who heads a Sudanese 
parliamentary delegation currently on a visit to Jordan. Mr. Srour 
stressed Jordan’s keen interest in maintaining brotherly relations 
and reaching peaceful inter-Arab resolutions to Arab disputes 
through constructive and meaningful dialogue. Mr. Srour said the 
Lower House was willing to make a sincere and serious effort to 
contain the diffemces and reach conciliation between Egypt and 
Sudan. Also Tuesday, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
at the House Abdullah Ensour received the Sudanese delegation 
and reviewed with them the latest developments in the region and 
Jordan's role in the Middle East peace process. Dr. Ensour 
stressed Jordan's principled stand which calls for non-interference 
internal affairs of any country. Dr. Ensour reiterated Jordan's 
keen interest in seeing a peaceful end to the dispute between 

Sudan and Egypt through direct dialogue. 
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flegent visits 
* ;mf fitary facilities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
'prince Hassan, the Regent, 
fin Tuesday visited the 
Armed Forces central work- 
shops and bakeries, blanket 
and tent factories. Prince 
Hashem Ben Al Hussein 
Hospital, an artillery unit and 
the supply and transport de- 
r apartment. Prince Hassan 
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distressed the importance of 
supporting national indus- 
tries .and called for closer 
cooperation between the 
military and civil sectors. The 
Regent underlined the im- 
portance of training civil 
technical cadres in the 
Armed Forces training cen- 
tres and the important role 
the Armed Forces can play in 
managing human resources. 

Brazil to attend 
MENA summit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Brazil 
will attend the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit which will 
be held here next month. The 
Brazilian government's deci- 
sion was contained in a letter 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti received from 
his Brazilian counterpart 
Louis Philip. The letter was 
delivered to Mr. Kabariti by 
the visiting assistant secretary 
general of the Brazilian fore- 
ign ministry, Evan Canbrava. 
In his letter, the Brazilian 
minister also sought Jordan's 
support for Brazil in its 
attempts to gain a permanent 
seat at the United Nations 
Security Council. 
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J House panel passes 
investment law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament's 
Finance Committee Tuesday 
approved a draft investment- 
law after making some 
amendments. The House 
holds a session today 
(Wednesday) to pursue dis- 
cussion of the revised sales 
tax law . The session win be 
attended by the Cabinet 
ministers. 

Qatari minister ‘shot 
ill family feud’ 

NICOSIA (AP) — Qatar’s 
foreign minister has been 
shot in the legs by an enraged 
daughter of the emirate’s for- 
mer ruler who was ousted in a 
coup in June, diplomatic 
sources said Tuesday. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jasim Al Thani 
was rushed to London for 
treatment following the 
shooting last week, said the 
Sources. He has not appeared 
m public since the attack, the 
sources said by telephone 
from Qatar. They said they 
did not know how badly he 
was hurt or when precisely he 
was shot. 

Riyadh tightens visa 
rules for Egyptians 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
.authorities have tightened 
'Visa restrictions for Egyptians 
to cut the number of fore- 
igner workers in the King- 
dom, Saudi businessmen said 
Tuesday. The Interior Minis- 
py “is no longer giving 
authorisation to recruit Egyp- 
tians, bur the measures do 
not affect doctors and en- 
gineers for the* moment,” 
said one employer. 

Yemen holding 
foreign militants 

DUBAI (AFP) — Yemen 
has said it is holding foreign 
religious militants, but did 
not say how many or give 
their nationality, according to 
a newspaper report Tuesday. 
‘■‘We are holding Islamist ex- 
tremists from different 1 
nationalities and other ele- 
ments linked to terrorist 
organisations,” Yemen's in- 
terior minister. Colonel Hus- 
sein Arab, told the London- 
based daily Al Hayat. Cairo 
has several times requested 
the extradition of Egyptian 
^tfrctmsts residing in Ye- 
teen, saying they are linked 
a wave of violence be- 
freteen The government and 
Muslim fundamentalists. 

; We have not yet handed 
‘"or- anyone to Egypt be- 
cause we have no agree- 
ment," said Mr. Arab, who 
rejected accusations by Cairo 
Juat there were Islamic ex- 
tremist camps in Yemen. 


Reports of judiciary 
crisis ‘exaggerated/ 
but judges stand firm 

Mass resignation of senior 
judges is unprecedented 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Press reports 
about an imminent crisis in 
the country's judicial sys- 
tem in the wake of the mass 
resignation of senior judges 
are exaggerated, judicial 
and Ministry of Justice 
sources said Tuesday. 

But a senior judge who 
was among those who res- 
igned said the crisis will 
escalate if the government 
does not meet the judges' 
demands. 

“The judges will not give 
up their demands,” said the 
judge. “They will stand 
firm." 

The sources said that the 
mass resignation of about 
23 judges from the Higher 
Court of Justice and the 
Court of Cessation had not 
been officially submitted, 
describing the move as a 
protest aimed at pressing 
the judges! demands for 
better work conditions. 

The judges' action is un- 
precedented not only in 
Jordan but anywhere in the 
world. 

In a joint move, the 
senior judges — all of 
whom have more than 25 


years of service — used a 
legal prerogative to opt for 
retirement. But a legal 
source said it was illegal for 
the judges to exercise this 
right jointly. 

- “This right can only be 
exercised individually,*' 
said the legal source, who 
asked not be named. 

Independent legal 
sources said the judges 
should have presented a list 
of their demands and pur- 
sued dialogue with the au- 
thorities before opting for 
resignation. 

The sources said the 
judges were demanding a 
comprehensive health in- 
surance system, salary 
raises and an independent 
budget for the judiciary. 
But they denied that they 
wanted dutyfree cars as one 
newspaper reported. 

However, it was Minister 
of Finance Bassel Jar- 
daneh's response to a de- 
mand made by a member 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament to give judges 
dutyfree cars that promp- 
ted the judges to make 
their protest. 

Mr. Jardaneh told the 
lawmaker that similar de- 
mands from other sides 


would be made if -the gov- 
ernment derided to grant 
judges dutyfree cars. 

“The judges felt the 
minister's remarks repre- 
sented an uncalled-for 
.attack against the judici- 
ary.'' said one judge, who 
asked not to be named. 

He said senior judges 
were denied perks and pri- 
vileges that government 
employees of lower ranks 
enjoy. 

For example, he cited 
senior government offi- 
cials' entitlement to cars 
and drivers while judges 
have no such right. The 
same example was cited by 
a judge on the Court of 
Cassation, Abdul Aziz Abu 
Al Athem, in an article 
published by an Arabic 
newspaper this week. 

One of the judges who 
signed the resignation said 
the issue had been discus- 
sed by the Judiciary Coun- 
cil, which, he said, was 
supportive of the. ‘judges' 
demands. 

Sources In the council 
.confinmed that the council 
"will support all the “feir 
and jn« demands" that the 
judges make. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Trouble brews after UNRWA’s 
dismissal of dean of education 


By Ghalia Alai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United 
Nation Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) on 
Tuesday dismissed the 
dean of its Educational Sci- 
ences Faculty, lzzgddin 
Man as rah, for publicly pro- 
testing against the agency's 
derision to close down the 
faculty. 

In a letter sent to the 
dean and made available to 
the Jordan Times, the 
director of UNRWA affairs 
in Jordan, E. J. Saf. said 
Dr. Manasrah was dismis- 
sed summarily in accord- 
ance with an internal UN- 
RWA staff regulation as of 
Sept. 5. 

The derision, which Dr. 
Manasrah described as 
“unfair,” was condemned 
by UNRWA labour com- 
mittees. They said they will 
take all measures to reverse, 
the decision. 

UNRWA derided last 


. month to close down the 
faculty after the graduation 
of its present 522 students, 
attributing the decision to 
budget constraints. But it 
reversed its derision after 
consultations with the gov- 
ernment. 

In two articles published 
in Al Ra’i newspaper on 
Aug. 23. and Aug. 28, Dr. 
Manasrah criticised the 
agency's derision to shut 
down the faculty, describ- 
ing it as a "faulty political 
dwasion.'*- 

He was consequently 
summoned by the agency 
for questioning over his 
protests and' was warned 
that talking to the press 
constituted a violation of 
.the agency’s staff rules and 
regulations. 

But Dr. Manasrah re- 
ported the meeting to the ■ 
Jordan Times and reiter- 
ated his criticism of the ' 
closure of the faculty. 

Dr. Manasrah quoted a 
UNRWA official as having 


warned him that punitive 
measures would be taken 
against him if he persisted 
m criticising the agency. 

Dr. Manasrah said after 
his dismissal that he did not 
undertake not to publicly 
criticise UNRWA in the 
meeting as Mr. Saf claimed 
in his letter to him. 

“I made a verbal promise 
to Mr. Saf and his deputy 
not to write against the 
agency if the commissioner 
general, liter Turkmen, re- 
versed his derision to shut 
down the college," Dr. 
Manasrah told the Jordan 
Times. 

Dr. Manasrah said the 
derision to fire him is as 
unfair as the reversed deri- 
sion to close down the col- 
lege. ■ 

“The derision to shut 
down the college was unfair 
and therefore the derision 
to dismiss me is also un- 
fair,” he said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Human rights loom 
into focus at Beijing 


BEIJING (Agencies) — Hu- 
man rights took cenrre stage 
at a global women's gathering 
Tuesday with an impassioned 
speech by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, while the Vatican 
complained that the confer- 
ence platform does not give 
due credit to marriage and 
motherhood. 

In a rousing address on the 
second day of the U.N.'s 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women, the U.S. first lady 
drew cheers and loud ap- 
plause with a wide-ranging 
denunciation of human rights 
abuses worldwide. 

And in a surprise move, 
Mrs. Clinton — who had 
been expected to tread care- 
fully on subjects that might 
offend the gathering's 
Chinese hosts — rebuked 
Beijing for its treatment of 
private activists at a parallel 
forum that began last week. 

Participants in the gather- 
ing of 23,000 private activists 


in Huairou, an hour's drive 
Outside Beijing, have com- 
plained of harassment by 
Chinese authorities ranging 
from surveillance to too-tight 
security. 

"The voices of this confer- 
ence and of the women at 
Huairou must be heard loud 
and clear." Mrs. Clinton 
said. “It is indefensible thai- 
many women in non- 
pvemmental organisations 
NGO) who wish to partici- 
pate in this conference have 
not been able to attend — or 
have been prohibited from 
fully raking pan." 

There was no immediate 
response from Chinese offi- 
cials. and the speech was nor 
reported by official Chinese 
media. 

Mrs. Clinton also conde- 
mned as violations of human ' 
rights widespread practices in 
southern Asia and the Horn 
of Africa, from female infan- 
ticide and female circumci- 


sion to the torching of brides 
who could only bring a poor 
dowry. 

“Women will never gain 
fall dignity until their human 
rights are respected and pro- 
tected," she said, adding ”we 
have not solved older, 
deeply-rooted problems that 
continue to diminish the 
potential of half the world's 
population. 

“Now it is time ro act on 
behalf of women every- 
where.” 

“Even in the late 20th cen- 
tury. the rape of women con- 
tinues to be used as an instru- 
ment of armed conflict, "she 
said, in an apparent reference 
to reports by systematic rape 
of Bosnian Muslim women by 
Serb forces. 

A day after 2n opening 
marked by calls for unity in 
the struggle for gender equal- 
ity. the nearly 5.000 official 

(Continued on page 7) 


King and 
Major 
exchange 
views 

LONDON (Petra) — His. 
Majes^' King Hussein and 
British Prime Minister John 
Major on Tuesday ex- 
changed views on a number, 
of issues of common con- 
cern. The King also discus- 
sed with Mr. Major bilater- 
al relations and means of 
further enhancing them. 

Mr. Major hosted a lunch 
in honour of the King. It 
was attended by the secret- 
ary general of the British 
Foreign Ministry and Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to Bri- 
tain. 



His Majesty King Hussein is greeted on the steps of 10 Downing Street 
on Tuesday by British Prime Minister John Major (AFP .photo) 


‘Jordan’s approach to Iraq events 
based on its right to protect itself’ 

Kingdom is equally anxious to preserve Iraq’ s 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, Kabariti affirms 


By P.V. Vivekanand with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
approach to the recent de- 
velopments in Iraq is within 
the Kingdom's anxiety and 
right to preserve regional sta- 
bility and security as 'Arell as 
the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of its eastern 
neighbour and does not con- 
stitute any interference in in- 
ternal Iraqi affairs. Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Tuesday. 

Mr. Kabariti was obviously 
referring to an implied Egyp- 
tian and Syrian assertion that 
Jordan was interfering in 
Iraq’s internal affairs when it 
offered asylum to two high- 
ranking Iraqi defectors and 
criticised the policies of the 
Baghdad government that 
have brought about severe 
hardships for the people of 
Iraq. 

"Jordan, as a country in 
the region and a neighbour of 
Iraq, has its own national 
interests to protect since it 
stands to suffer as a result of 
any untoward developments 
in Iraq," Mr. Kabariti told 
the Jordan Times. 

In earlier comments to the 
French news agency, Agence 
France Presse, the foreign 
minister also affirmed the 
Kingdom’s "right to protect 
its interests in the face of 
developments in Iraq even if 
that gave an impression of 


interfering in the internal 
affairs of' that country. 

Mr. Kabariti noted that 
“any countiy will be affected 
by the events going in a 
neighbouring country" and it 
"is very much within the pre- 
rogative of the affected coun- 
try to behave accordingly." 

“Iraq is an important coun- 
try and its fate affects the 
security and strategies of all 
Arab countries " said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

In his comments to the 
Jordan Times, the foreign 
minister noted that Jordan's 
approach to Iraq was consis- 
tent with the Kingdom's 
stand vis-a-vis similar situa- 
tions affecting other Arab 
countries; 

He noted that Jordan sup- 
ported the Syrian interven-- 
tion in Lebanon during the 
civil war in that country 
“when it became very clear 
that a potential disintegration 
of Lebanon posed a threat to 
Syria." 

“We supported the Syrian 
role in Lebanon under the 
banner of, the Arab League 
force,” which entered Leba- 
non in 1975, and "again-when 
Syria continued to deploy its 
forces in Lebanon on its 
own" after other Arab coun- 
tries contributing to the Arab 
League force withdrew, Mr. 
Kabariti pointed out. 

Similarly, “Jordan also 
backed Egypt when it be- 
came apparent that foreign- 


based terror groups were 
threatening Egypt's security 
and stability," said the fore- 
ign minister. “There has been 
no change in Jordan's poli- 
cy," he said. . 

The implied criticism of 
Jordan came in comments 
made by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
during a joint press confer- 
ence they held in .Cairo 
on Saturday. 

Both leaders played down 
the impact on Iraq of the 
Aug. 2 defection to Jordan of 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel and his brother Col- 
onel Saddam Kamel and their 
wives — both daughters of 
President Saddam Hussein. 

The defections, said Mr. 
Assad, have been “blown up 
by the press, and I don't 
think the event itself de- 
served it." He also said 
“some people had high 
■ hopes" and that Gen. Kamel 
was “not as big as the media 
made him out to be.” 

Affirming that Syria and 
Egypt were against “med- 
dling in Iraq’s internal 
affairs," Mr. Mubarak said 
there were “plenty of 
rumours" about the defection 
and that there “could be 
other objectives (to the de- 
fection) that are not yet 
clear." 

“What we hope for is 
something to happen to the 
benefit of the Iraqi people," 


said the Egyptian, leader.' 

Jordanian analysts said the 
Egyptian and Syrian leaders 
obviously coordinated their 
positions during their discus- 
sions on Iraq that preceded 
the press conference and 
their comments contained an 
implicit criticism of Jordan. 

“It is funny though,” said 
one analyst," that their com- 
ments did not take into 
account historic realities and 
facts.” 

“Jordan does not have any ' 
record of interfering in the 
internal affairs of any other 
country,” said the analyst. 
"Can Egypt and Syria claim a 
record as dear as -Jordan?” 

Meanwhile Iraq, in a rare, 
conciliatory gesture to Syria, 
said Tuesday it appreciated 
President Assad’s comments 
that he did not expect Presi- 
dent Saddam to fail. 

“President Assad dealt in 
an objective- and balanced 
way with the subject of the 
traitor Hussein Kamel's de- 
fection and its effect on the 
situation in Iraq." Foreign 
Minister Mohammad AI 
Sahaf said. 

"We welcome any stand 
that is based on objectivity 
and balance in dealing with 
events and helps to clear the - 
atmosphere between Arab 
countries'' said Mr. Sahaf, in 
remarks carried by the Iraqi 
news agency. 

“Iraq is ready to build new 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Tishrin: - . 
Syrian 
pessimism 
justified 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A Sy- 
rian state-run newspaper 
Tuesday said President Hafez 
Al Assad's pessimism about 
the future of peace talks with 
Israel was justified. 

The daily Tishrin blamed 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government for the 
talks' lack of progress. 

“The behaviour of Yitzhak 
Rabin's government has dis- 
persed optimism about the 
possibility of extinguishing 
the tension in the region," it 
said in an editorial. 

It said Israel has not stop- 
ped laying “mines and obsta- 
cles" in the way of peace 
negotiations. 

Mr. Assad told a joint 
news conference with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak in Cairo Sunday he was 
not optimistic about the fu- 
ture of the peace process. 

“The behaviour of Rabin's 
government has aborted the 
hopes the world pinned on 
the peace process and curbed 
the chances of achieving a 
just and comprehensive 
peace" Tishrin said. 

The newspaper’s editorial 
came one day after Israeli' 
leaders said they were dis- 
appointed by Mr. Assad's re- 
fusal to upgrade the level of 

(Continued on page 7) 


NATO resumes strikes 
against stubborn Serbs 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) warplanes 
unleashed new airstrikes 
Tuesday against Bosnian 
Serbs, who refused to bow to 
demands and move their big 
guns out of range of 
Sarajevo. 

■ Russia condemned what it 
railed the “punitive" resump- 
tion of air strikes and accused 
NATO of intervening on one 
side in the Bosnian conflict in 
order to defeat the Serbs. 

The Bosnian Muslims, for- 
tified by tough talk from 
NATO members Turkey and 
the United States, pledged to 
join talks later this week on 
the U.S.-sponsored peace 
plan for former Yugoslavia. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacirbey told re- 
porters he had come away 
from two days of consulta- 
tions in Ankara convinced 
NATO would not abandon 
its aggressive new line against 
the Bosnian Serbs. 

"After the things I have 
heard in the last few hours, I 
can’t imagine NATO failing 
to live up to its commit- 
ments,” Mr. Sacirbey told a 
news conference after talks 
with U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke and Turkish lead- 
ers. 

“And therefore' we are 
looking forward to the Gene- 


va meetings.” 

Shortly after Mr. Sacir- 
bey’s remarks, U.N. and 
U.S. officials said NATO 
planes had resumed bombing 
raids against Bosnian Serb 
targets. 

“We have recommenced 
strikes," Admiral William 
Fallon told reporters abroad 
the aircraft carrier USS The- 
odore Roosevelt in the 
Adriatic. 

Warplanes zoomed over 
the western part of Sarajevo, 
followed by several loud ex- 
plosions in the city’s Serb- 
held southwestern suburbs, 
and huge clouds of smoke 
were visible. 

Detonations were also 
heard in the Bosnian Serb 
headquarters of Pale, about 
15 kilometres southeast of 
Sarajevo, but they appeared 
to be outside the rebel Serb 
stronghold. 

U.N. officials in the north- 
ern town of Tuzla reported 
three explosions in the area 
of a Serb-held hillside com- 
munications tower. 

Sarajevans rushed out of 
their homes, looking skyward 
for the planes attacking their 
Serb foes. People ran along- 
the streets for a better view. 
After an initial wave of air- 
strikes that began last 
Wednesday, many had begun 
to worry that NATO action 


would not continue. 

“The airstrikes will last as 
long as necessary." said U.N. 
spokesman Philip Arnold in 
Zagreb, Croatia. U.N. ( 
sources in Sarajevo said 
peacekeepers were in their 
bunkers on a high state of 
alert, apparently'’ concerned 
about possible retaliation. 

“We hope this doesn't ■ 
have to be a long bombing, 
that the Bosnian Serbs will 
truly understand what is hap- 
pening to them and CGme 
around," said NATO spokes- 
man Jim Mitchell in Naples, 
Italy. 

In the United States, 
White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said President 
Bill Clinton fully supported 
the renewed attacks. 

It was not immediately 
clear what targets had been 
attacked, or whether the 
planes had hit their targets. 
One area^hat appeared to be 
a target was Lukavica, where 
the U.N. said Serbs were 
gathering weaponry for a 
possible pullout. Confirmed 
reports said the Serbs' com- 
munication lines crippled. 

The Bosnian Seri? military 
said in a statement that 
targets in Lukavica were hit 
twice. .Serbs reported one ex^ 
plosion near their taeadquafr 1 

(Continued on page 7J‘ 
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DEMAND FOR END TO SANCTIONS: Thousands of Iraqi women holding children stage a 



Conference being held in Beijing, China (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Paris aid to Algiers will 
continue — ex-spy chief 


PARIS (AFP) — France's 
former counter-espionage 
chief believes Paris will con- 
tinue backing the Algerian 
government economically 
and even militarily to stop the 
country turning fundamental- 
ist. the popular daily Le Pari- 
sien said Tuesday. 

Yves Bonnet, a deputy for 
the centre-right Union' for 
French Democracy (UDF). 
said in an interview with the 
newspaper that France would 
maintain its support for the 
military-backed regime de- 
spite the recent spate of 
bombs in France suspected to 
be the work of Algerian fun- 
damentalists. 

Mr. Bonnet said the bombs 
— which included a metro 
blast .July 25 which killed 
seven and injured scores 
more, and another explosion 
near the Arc de Triomphe 
three weeks later which in- 
jured 17 — were the work of 
desperate fundamentalists 
seeking to soften French sup- 
port for the government of 
President Liamine Zeroual in 
Algiers. 

‘'Fundamentalists want to 
stir up public opinion and 
make it put pressure on the 
French government with the 
message: 'Keep your distance 
from the Algerian authorities 
because we've had enough of 
being targe tied/" Mr. Bon- 
net said. 

Sunday another bomb mis- 
fired at a Paris market injur- 
ing four, while a week ear- 
lier, a device was discovered 
and disabled on the TGV line 
linking the French capital to 
Lyon. 

Armed fundamentalists 
launched a civil war against 
the regime in Algiers" after 
the government annulled 
January 1992 elections which 
the now outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS I was 
poised to win. 

The resultant civil strife — 
which has also included a 
clutch of deadly bombs in 
Algiers in recent weeks — 
and a governmental crack- 
down on armed groups has 
left more than 30.000 people 
dead. 

But despite the conflict. 
Mr. Bonnet, who chairs par- 
liament's Franco- Algerian 
friendship group, said he be- 
lieved the fundamentalist 
threat was more serious than 
that posed by the military- 
backed government. 
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“France today has no other 
option but to continue sup- 
porting the Algerian govern- 
ment and to stop Algeria 
from turning to fundamental- 
ism." he told Le Parisien. 
“To support it economically, 
even militarily." 

IFJ to open centre 

In Brussels the Interna- 
tional Federation of Journal- 
ists (IFJ) announced Tuesday 
(hat would open a media 
centre in Algiers next month 
to help journalists and other 
intellectuals who have be- 
come favoured targets of Isla- 
mic terror attacks. 

In a statement issued a day 
after the assassination of the 
41st journalist to die at the 
hands of suspected Muslim 
radicals since May 1993. the 
IFJ said the centre would 
serve as an “international 
meeting point for solidarity 
for the media in Algeria." 

The Brussels-based group 
said the centre “will help 
journalists and other creative 
people, artists and intellec- 
tuals. who are prime targets 
for the violent religious ex- 
tremists and other unknown 
assassins." 

“Despite the terrible assas- 
sinations. we cannot let 
Algeria become a no-go area 
for journalists." it said. 

The IFJ said the centre 
would encourage the foreign 
media to cover Algerian 
events more intensively, par- 
ticularly important in the run- 
up to controversial presiden- 
tial elections scheduled to be 
held in 10 weeks. 

Denouncing the wave of 
killings of Algerian journal- 
ists. the IFJ added: "It is not 
enough to express moral sup- 
port far away from where the 
drama is -unfolding. 

"Journalists must be on the 
spot to challenge the brutality 
of those determined to eli- 
minate our colleagues." the 
organisers stressed. 

The IFJ represents more 
than 400.000 journalists in 92 
countries. 

The latest journalist to fall 
victim to radicals trying to 
topple the military-backed 
regime in Algiers was Yasmi- 
na Brikh of Radio Culture, 
who was shot and killed Mon- 
day. 

She was the 41st member 
of her profession to die since 
May 1993 and the third to be 
murdered in the space of 24 


Assemblies of God CTwirch, Tel. 
H32785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnmindaiioR Tel. 
637440. 

De h Safe Church Tel. 661757 
Tcrrasancia Cfanreb Tel: 622366 
Church of (be AnmuKhnioci Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 630451. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church TcK 
77 1331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chon* Td. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran attach Tel: 
K2432K. 

German -speaking EvugeBcal Coa- 
xregatfcia Tel: 6K4195 
The Church of Jess Christ of 
Lntter-Oay Saints Td. 654932 
Omrch of Nazareae Td. 675601. 
The Evangelical Local Chun* in 
Amman 
Td. SI 1295 


weather 

Bulletin supplied by fftc Depan- 
mem of Metcoftrfagy. 

Temperatures are expected to 
me slightly but remaining (wo de- 
grees centigrade below average, 
wilh winds northwesterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds wilt he north- 
erly moderate and seat calm. 


hours. 

Suspect *opposes’ violence 

An Algerian suspected of 
being a leading figure in an 
extremist group linked to a 
spate of attacks in Belgium 
told a court Tuesday that he 
opposed violence. 

Ahmad Zaoui. 35. who is 
alleged to belong to the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(G1A). one of the most radic- 
al of the guerrilla movements 
in Algeria, also called for 
more understanding of Mus- 
lims. 

He is one of a dozen 
alleged GIA members who 
went on trial Monday after 
two police swoops aimed at 
dismantling the movement's 
network in Belgium. 

“I support the struggle of 
people against the (Algerian) 
military junta to restore legi- 
timacy. but I am against the 
blind violence which has cros- 
sed the borders of Algeria.” 
he told the court here. 

He said. that, “following 
the wave of attacks in 
France." he hoped that “the 
political class will show more 
flexibility, toward Islamists. " 

Judge Claire de Gryse will 
rule later this week’ on an 
application by lawyers for 
Zaoui and another Algerian 
that their clients were politic- 
al prisoners and that the case 
should be transferred to a 
higher court. 

The trial is expected to 
continue to Friday with the 
prosecution outlining its case 
Wednesday and the defen- 
dants pleading. 

The accused — seven 
Algerians, two Moroccans, 
two Belgians of North Afri- 
can origin and a Libyan — 
are charged with various off- 
ences including belonging to. 
a criminal organisation, fraud 
and weapohs violations. 

They face a maximum of 
five years in prison if found 
guilty. 

The trial is being closely 
watched in France in the 
hope it will cast light on the 
activities of the GIA's Euro- 
pean network. Zaoui is the 
top suspect in the three 
bombings in Paris. 

Abdul Karim Deneche. the 
reported leader of the GIA in 
Europe, is currently in cus- 
tody in Sweden. France has 
requested his extradition 
over the July 25 blast at the 
Saint Michel underground 
station. 


Turkish 
court to 
decide on 
MPs’ fate 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s, 
constitutional court will hear 
an appeal on Wednesday that 
could return pro-Kurdish 
members of parliament 
(MPs) and remove a stumb- 
ling block in relations be- 
tween Ankara and its Euro- 
pean allies. 

Lawyers for the MPs from 
the Democracy Party (DEP) 
argue that under recent con- 
stitutional changes its 13 de- 
puties should not have auto-, 
mafically lost their seats 
when the party was closed by 
the constitutional court in 
June 1994. 

After changes approved by 
parliament in July to the 1982 
military-era constitution, 
only people cited by name in 
the court's decision to close a 
party now ■ lose -their^seats.' ■ 

Previously all MPs who 
were party members when 
the closure case was filed lost 
their seats regardless of 
whether or not they were 
named in the closure deci- 
sion. 

The lawyers for the DEP 
deputies argue that the con- 
stitutional change should be 
back-dated to cover their 
case. 

A favourable decision by 
the court on Wednesday 
would mean six deputies im- 
prisoned last December for 
separatism — one DEP MP 
and one independent were 
freed for time served — could 
regain their parliamentary 
seats, lawyers said. 

‘But only two of the DEP 
deputies, who lost their seats 
because of the party closure, 
would immediately regain 
their immunity and be re- 
leased from jail. 

The other five DEP MPs, 
including Leyla Zana. whose 
immunities were stripped in 
March 1994 before DEP was 
shut and independent of its 
closure, would have to wait 
for an appeals court decision 
on their sentences on Sept. 
21 . 

Lawyer Yousef Alatas told 
Reuters he was not optimistic 
the constitutional court 
would rule in favour of the 
jailed MPs. 

"This is not just a legal 
issue but a political issue. If 
it’s a good decision it will be a 
big surprise," Mr. Alatas 
laid. 



Iran court orders bride guests lashed 

TEHRAN (R) — A bride has been sentenced to 85 lashes 
by an Islamic court in Iran for dancing with men at her 
wedding, a newspaper said on Monday. The court in the 
Holy City of Mashhad sentenced 127 guests at the 
Western-style wedding to floggings or fines and jailed one 
man, the daily Kayhan reported. Iranian police warned last 
month that weddings bad to be organised according to strict 
Islamic rules, with separate rooms for men and women and 
without dancing or unauthorised music. The groom's sister 
was sentenced to 75 lashes for dancing with, men and fined, 
but the groom was only fined, the report said. The court 
jailed the groom's father for 18 months, ordered him to pay 
50 million rials ($16,700 at die official exchange rate) in 
fines and seized some of his property for holding the party, 
it said. Most other guests received sentences ranging from 
20 to 85 lashes and were ordered to pay fines, it added. 
Only a youngster was acquitted. 

Japan to help Egypt repair Sphinx 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan will* offer to help repair the 
Sphinx in Egypt and the ruins at Palmyra in Syria when 
Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama visits the Middle East 
next week; it was reported here Tuesday. Mr. Murayama 
will leave Tokyo on Sept. 12 to visit Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Israel and the autonomous Gaza Strip for his first trip 
to the region since taking office in June last year. Details of 
what form the Japanese aid for the 1 ,500-year-old Sphinx 
will take will be decided after Mr. Murayama meets 
President Hosni Mubarak, said the Sankei Shimbun citing 
Foreign Ministry sources. Mr. Murayama will also offer 
Japanese help in repairing and maintaining pillars and 
shrines at Palmyra when he meets Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad, the newspaper said. 

Blast near brothel injures 3 in Turkey 

ISTANBUL (AP) — An explosive device left inside a trash 
can near a brothel went off Monday in downtown Karakoy 
district slightly injuring three passerbys, the Anatolia news 
agency said. Raiders of Islamic Great East, an under- 
ground group which supports Islamic rule, claimed respon- 
sibility -for the attack in telephone calls to newspaper 
bureaus. Extreme leftist and Kurdish groups are also active 
in this Metropolis of 12 million. Brothels are legal in this 
Muslim but secular country. 

Guerrilla killed by Israelis in S. Lebanon 

► 

RASHAYA (AFP) — ■* Israeli troops killed a Palestinian, 
guerrilla on Tuesday in dawn clashes inside the Israeli- 
occupied “security zone” in South Lebanon, security 
services said. The Damascus-based Democratic and Popu- 
lar Fronts for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP and 
PFLP) said their commandos “heading for targets inside 
occupied Palestine" clashed with an Israeli patrol in the 
east of the “security zone.” Machinegun fire and hand 
grenades left an unspecified number of Israeli casualties, 
the- guerrillas said in the statement.- They did not mention 
any wounded or losses in their ranks. But security services 
said a member of the DFLP was killed.' Sources close to the 
Palestinian groups also said a guerrilla died when Israeli 
troops shelled the region to prevent the commandos from 
rerreating. The fighting happened on the western slopes of 
the Mount Hermon near the eastern borders with Syria and 
Israel. ’ t 

Lebanon breaks ties with British consultants 

* " -•* s £G£-" ::'i " * ! 1 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebandh' has “decided to ’break a' 
contract with th’e'Bfilish firm, Cable and Wireless, because 
it bought a stake in the Israeli telecommunications com- 
pany Bezek. officials said on Tuesday. The decision was 
taken by the Lebanese Ministry of Post. Telegraph and 
Telephones after a recommendation by parliamentary 
committee. Two years ago the state-run Council for 
Development and Reconstruction (CDR) which oversees 
Lebanon's multi-billion post-war reconstruction schemes 
signed a contract with Cable and Wireless for an unspeci- 
fied amount. Under the terms of the agreement the British 
firm would act as a consultant to help rebuild the 
war-shattered communications network in Lebanon. 
•Thedeal was reached after the CDR ensured that Cable 
and Wireless was not on an Arab boycott list of firms 
dealing with Israel, officials said. However, a parliamen- 
tary commission recommended that the agreement be 
severed because the British firm had recently bought a 10 
per cent stake in Bezek and Communications Minister A 
Fad! Shallak agreed, the officials said. 

Egypt arrests 13 members of Jihad 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police have arrested 13 members of the 
Muslim extremist group Jihad who were planning attacks 
on churches, banks and cinemas in the Egyptian capital, 
security sources said on Tuesday. The 13. including the 
leader of the Afifi Mustapha Ibrahim cell, were arrested 
over the past week in the northern Cairo slum of Shubra A1 
Kheima and accused of “seeking to revive the Jihad 
organisation." Two members f the cell remained at large, 
police said. Police found in the militants' hideouts weapons 
and plans to attack churches, banks and cinemas and to 
murder guards at the sites and steal their weapons, police 
said. Ibrahim confused to investigators that the group had 
constructed homemade nail bombs and other explosives 
and had tested them in fields outside Cairo. Police were led 
to the cell by one of its members. Tareq Shafiq. a student at 
Al Azhar University, who confessed that he was storing 
bombs in a mosque where he worked in the Ataba area in 
downtown Cairo. Jihad was behind the 1981 assassination 
of President Anwar Al Sadat and is one of the leading 
groups in a wave of extremist violence that has left over S60 
dead since March 1992. 



Min -/Max. temp. 

Amman 15/29 

Aqaba 22/36 

Dcscns : 14 / 32 

Jordan Valley 21 137 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 27 Aqaba 33. Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent. 
Aqaba 34 per cent. 
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TELEPHONE 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbakb 2awaidch 73601 1 

Dr. Mukhlcs Halasah 819231 

Dr. NkUl As'ad 751672 

Dr. Yotncf Faqih 7VUIIM 

■Fuss pharmacy 661912 

Fcrtows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 
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Al Sslant pharmacy 636730 

■ YaCOub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy* 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

KB ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu ( j 

Al Ouds pharmacy j — j 

ZARQA.- 

Dr. RandaSbahin 995710 

Khalifch pharmacy UK54I7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 6611 Ji 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue : 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OvcncasCalls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ..774111 

Wulcr Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcoriaty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport IK-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akileb Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664I7I/4 

Shmebani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mwohcr Hospital — 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AFBashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.SMarka 891611/15 

Ouccri Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ....674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery ............... 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa NanmaJ Hospital 

(09)900560 

I bn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
DUUD: 

Princess Basou Hospital (02 )275555 

Greek Catiobe Hospital (02)272275 
I bn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)217100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
- AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ] information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
S. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09-JO Jeddah (RJ) 
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15:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

lfc65 Madrid (RJ) 
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Detroit. Amsterdam (add) (RJ) 

18*0 Paris(RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

-18=55 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

IfcOO Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19d0 .. Rome (RJ) 

0035 ...» Beirut (RJ) 

01:15 - Cairo (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

11:30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

18£0 London. Beirut (BA) 

1825 ... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

I8J5 Antalya fTK) 


-Jordan exercising its rights’ 

(Continued from png® D occupation. 


relations with all Arab coun- 
tries without exception to 
serve the high interests of the 
Arab Nation" Mr. Sahaf 
said. What Mr. Assad said 
was “appredated," he said. 

‘Iraq ordered tanks’ 

A Western diplomat, 

K ed by AFP. said Gen. 

el had revealed that Iraq 
ordered from Russia 4.00U 
modem tanks to restore >ts 
land forces depleted by the 

1991 Gulf war. . 

Gen. Kamel, former indus- 
try minister and the brains 
behind Iraq’s weapons prog- 
rammes. told U.N disarma- 
ment chief Rolf Ekeus that 
Baghdad had sealed “several 
arms contracts," the diplo- 
mat told AFP. 

“The most important 
agreed with Russia is for 
4,000 tanks and would allow 
Iraq to modernise its land 
forces arsenal while guaran- 
teeing exports of some of its 
oil to cover the costs." 

Under the purported deal 
agreed a few months ago, the 
tanks would be delivered 
over several years once the 
U.N. embargo on Baghdad 
had been lifted, Gen. Kamel 
told Mr. Ekeus when they 
met in Amman on Aug. 22, 
according to the diplomat. 

Gen. Kamel “told Ekeus... 
that Iraq’s priority after the 
lifting of the embargo was to 
modernise its military 
strength," the diplomat said. 

“This deal shows that Iraq 
wants to become once more 
the military power it was 
before the Gulf war" to liber- 
ate Kuwait from Iraqi 


According to Western esiiJ 
mates Iraq only has about 
2.200 T54, T55, T62 and T 72 
tanks left out of 5.500 it had 
before the 1991 conflict. 

Gen. Kamel, said the di- 
plomat, told Mr. Ekeus 
Baghdad was hoping to buy a 
modernised version of the 
Russian T72, the T80, which 
is already in service in the 
Russian army, as well as T90s 
due to go into use soon. - 

Iraqi papers said the coun- 
try would resist what it said 
were attempts by Washington 
and allies to topple President 
Saddam. 

State newspapers ridiculed 
Western media reports thai 
President Saddam faced diffi- 
culties at home after the de- 
fections of the two Kamel 
brothers. 

The Baghdad Observer 
said the United States was 
trying to “destabilise the poli- 
tical and security situation in 
Iraq to create pretexts to 
interfere in its internal 
affairs.." ' . 

The paper said Iraq was* 
certain that Washington 
would not commit ground 
forces to any possible attack 
on Iraq. It said Washington 
would use missiles and war- 
planes in its attack but these 
would not “intimidate the 
battle-hardened Iraqis." 

The official Al Qadissiya 
newspaper said talk of an 
imminent end to Baath Party 
rule in Iraq is baseless. It said 
Iraq’s enemies forgot that die 
membership of the ruling 
Baath Party “exceeded one 
and a half million people... 
Iraq and its leader will re- 
main in bumper prosperity/' 


Reports of crisis ‘exaggerated’ 

tion the executive holds for 
the judiciary. 

Mr. Tal confirmed that 
the Ministry of Justice had 
not received the resigna- 
tion of the judges. He said 
the government was con- 
cerned with the well-being 
of the judges, according to. 
Petra. 

“The Judiciary Council is 
the body that presents the 
demands of the judges with 
pride and dignity. These 
demands are adopted by 
the Ministry of Justice in « 
compliance with the royal 
directives that stress, the 
independence of the judici- 
ary and respect for its 
members," Mr. Tal said. 

The minister said that 
government will work to 
’ meet all the needs of the 
judiciary, pointing out that 
it has proposed the alloca- 
tion of 10 per cent of the 
revenues of. cquris to the 
budget of the judiciajy. 

This proposal, he said, 
will be presented to the 
ne^t ordinary session of 
Parliament. 

Independent sources said 
meanwhile an assertion by 
Mr. Tal that the judges' 
action was politically moti- 
vated was not true. Mr. Tal 
had made that comment in 
a report carried by the Al 
Ra’i daily. 


(Continued from page 1) 

The council held a three- 
hour meeting on Tuesday 
under the chairmanship of 
Judge Khei'. Suheimat and 
asked judges to present 
their demands formally to 
the council. ' 

Informed sources ex- 
pected the crisis to be con- 
tuned after a meeting be- 
tween the Judiciary Coun- 
cil and the cabinet that it is 
likely to be held this week. 

Legal sources said that if 
the resignation of the 
judges goes' ahead, it mi} 
paralyse the judiciary in die 
country because the 20 to. 
23 judges who submitted 
their resignation from over 
two thirds of the 30 -mem- 
bers of the Higher Court of 
Justice and the Court of 
Cessation. 

Observers expected the 
government to reach a 
compromise with the 
judges, who made their 
move from a position of 
power knowing that the 
country cannot afford to let 
them proceed with their, 
resignation. 

In remarks to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
Minister of Justice Hi sham 
Al Tal sought to reassert 
the respect and appreda- 


Arafat, Peres start talks today 

(Continued from page 12) 
members and the continued 
imprisonment of Ahmad 
Qatamesh, who has been 
jailed by Israel for two years 
without a trial. 

The head of the PLO’s 
political department, -Farouk 
Kaddourai, on Tuesday cal- 
led for the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks to be suspended 
saying they were “absurd." 

“Stop these political nego- 
tiations which in fact are not 
political. These negotiations 
are absurd and only serve to 
harm the Palestinian cause as 
well as other tracks of the 
Arab-Israeli talks," Mr. Kad- 
doumi told reporters after 
talks in Beirut with Lebanese 


Foreign Minister Fares.' 
Bouez. -; 

Mr. Kaddoumi, a staunch; 
opponent of the PLO-Israetii 
autonomy accords, charged; 
Mr. Rabin was trying to 
make electoral gains through 
the talks. 

“The Palestinian-Israeli. 
negotiations have become- 
political pressure on the 
Palestinians. That is why we 
must stop them... evaluate 
what has been accomplished 
and see what can be done,” 
he added. , 

In June, Mr. Kaddoumi. 
advocated the relaunch of the 
Palestinian uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied territories* 
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HI JAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dtp, Amman ... 8:00 a.m. ever; Monday 
Arr. Damascus 5:00p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus -7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman .... 5:00 p jo. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper, Tower price in Ok per kg. 

Apple 600/400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage |40 / 80 . 

Carrot 380/280 

, Cauliflower 240H80 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 260 / 180 

Eggplant 220/ 150 

"gs 370/250 

Garlic 700/500 

Grapes 750/650 

Guava 800/600 

Lemon 380/300 

Marrow (large) 250/150 

Marrow fsmafl) 420 / 320 

Mulukhta 150 / 100 

Okra 800/700 

Onion (dry) 250/ 180 

Orange 450/350 

Peaches 950/700 

Pepper (liw) 200/ 1W 

Prowrtswccl) 200/100 

Pomegranate 360/260 

Potato 250/ 180 

Siring Beans 650 / 500 

Sweet Melon 330 / 250 

Tomato 140/80 

Water Melon 200/ 120 
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'!* I? 11 * 8 ’ ^Princess Basma tells Beijing conference 
£ : i?; s .XX, Jordan sees family as nucleus of society 


• ! »* . '■* k ~ .. 

••.V,. }"' lv 

Ih - 'AMMAN ttX> — Her 

■ - Royal Highness' Princess 
■, {,, M \| %. gasnifl has voiced Jordan’s 
is "'‘'’'“Phi. ^ ,‘deep feitb m the institution 
; ;n '• ■> u \ of the family as being the 
• ' - us , u ' v I*, : ‘jwdfius of society, and that 
' ' M ' r 'k V ** /fife basically revolves 

■■■ !■.' 'Ml A' -around men and women as 
i: l " ;( > : -‘i r \ ,!%I ' w .tqcal partners at the heart of 
' tbis institution. 

' i ;‘: !. ^■ i: '« - In her address to the World 
•; ! ' • | 1 ‘ : h% •■'Confcrenoe an Women in 

: " !,r - 11 ;TBejing, tbe Princess 

''described the gathering as 
,. i: ' nj v« "invaluable chance to 

'.pbannel onr efforts . and 
it,' 1 ''-* ^jamtual cooperation to 
:l:> ' t«,! 'v ; .address tbe major challenges 

K* '£mr*A +rv wnmen in all waTJcn 


^ [fecedby women in aD walks 
: ,!, i of life " 

.. M As we gather here during 
-the next 10 days, the eyes of 
V; 1 ' 51 ' 'iiujj foe world are focused upon 
'its. Women everywhere 
snijj. ‘.attach their hopes and aspi- 
. rations to our meeting to 
■ ' !r ^ Acome up with tangible solu- 

''S: 1 *" fojns and actions to address 
-°fc -Jh ear concerns and enable 
'.them to realise equably, 
: .development and peace," 

t -said the Princess. 

‘WwhjJ. -.Princess Basma, who is 
•Mi ir.jJ'- -totting Jordan's delegation 
'• 1 \! r'u to the conference, expressed 


■y ! tajir 


tbe belief that the delegates 
agree that the focal point of 
the conference is its "Plat- 
form for Action." 

"But to my mind, this 
would be of little meaning 
unless it is accompanied by 
a genuine commitment to 
genuine work," said the 
Princess who added: "The 
time for rhetoric is over, and 
it is now high time for deeds 
not words. 

“Action should be taken 
not only by governments 
and intwnarinnai agencies, 
but by non-governmental 
organisations as welL In this 
process women should be 
integrated as foil partners in 
all sectors of activity and 
empowered to become 
major players in decision- 
making," according to 
Princess Basma . 

Referring to the status of 
women in Jordan, she said 
that Jordanian women have 
secured many gains in 
almost all fields. "For exam- 
ple our educational enrol- 
ment Tates at all levels are 
almost equal for males and 
females, women’s participa- 
tion in public governance is 


gaining ground, and .there 
are two Cabinet ministers, 
two senators, one parliament 
member: a mayor and nine 
female municipal council 
members. 

"However, these achieve- 
ments are overshadowed by 
a number of areas that still 
need improvement. Poverty 
is still a serious problem in 
the life of many Jordanian 
women uneTHp lo yragnt 
rates among women are 
double those of men,” she 
3dded . 

She said that in Jordan die 
public and private sectors 
are committed -to women's 
advancement and promotion 
of equal opportun ities with 
the family as the basic unit 
of society and women at its 
care , said the Princess. 

She concluded by saying: 
"This world conference pro- 
vides an extraordinary 
opportunity for all of us to 
share knowledge and per- 
spectives on a global scale. 
It is my bope that our coop- 
eration and interaction will 
produce results of a global 
proportion.” 
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American firm to prospect for oil 
in Dead Sea, Jordan Valley regions 


uuvraud* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Trans 
■Global, an American oil 
company, Tuesday signed an 
agreement of understanding 
with the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) to 
prospect for oil in die Dead 
Sea and Jordan Valley 
regions. 

Under tbe agreement 
Trans Global is committed 
to drill at least two 
exploratory wells in the 
Dead Sea area, conduct seis- 
molqgical surveys in areas 
extending for 150 kilometres 
in length and conduct geo- 
logical and geophysical 
studies at the cost of 
$300,000. 

Khaled Sbiyab.disnectDr of 
tbe NRA's- oft department, 
said . that' '.the . company is 
committed under the agree- 
ment to spend no less , than 
$7 million during its oil 
explorations in Jordan and 


"■ n «* \ ■ • 
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to pay $3 million to the 
NRA in case oil has been 
discovered in e xchan ge for 
sei sinological data which 
die NRA would provide. 

The company has also 
agreed to spend at least 
$50,000 on training the 
NRA's cadres (Hi the oil 
prospecting processes , 
according to Mr Shiyab. 

He said that the agreement 
with Trans Global entails 
basic conditions pertaining 
to the various stages of 
exploration process and the 
share of each party should 
oil production begin, adding 
that die NRA has obtained 
tbe best possible conditions 
onderrthis agreement. 
‘According' fo Mr Shiyab, 
foe NRA has accumulated a 
great deal of mforrhatinn 
through its geological and 
geophysical surveys and 
drillings in different regions 


and was ready to supply the 
data to the ofl prospecting 
firms. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh said in April that 
Jordan was ready to offer 
attractive terms to foreign 
companies interested in 
exploring for oil in the King- 
dom. 

He also said that several 
firms were studying tbe pos- 
sibilities of taking up tbe 
Jordanian offer. 

In his statement, Mr. 
Shiyab said other firms have 
already expressed interest; jft, 
oil exploration in ~ foe same 
regions and in other pans of 
tbe country, adding that the 
NRA was expecting to sign 
other agreements with other 
oil companies before the end 
of 1995. 
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tjiks today 





President of die Hashemite University Mohammad Ham dan Tuesday deputises for His 
Royal Hig hness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, at a scientific day defeated to stem- 
ming desertification. Dr. Hamdan is flanked by Senator Abdul Latif Arabiyat (left.) and 
Ikreq 1U, president of the Agricultural Engineers Association (Petra photo) 

Scientific day event explores possibilities 
in st emmin g desertification 
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AMMAN (Petra) — 
DeiHiiismg fra - His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
. - — ‘ Hassan, the Regent, Presi- 
, dent of the Hashemite Uni- 
A. I L W * ‘ versity Mohammad Hamdan 
Tuesday opened a scientific 
day devoted to the control of 
■*’’ desertificauon, organised 
• by foe Jradanian Society for 
Control of Desertification 
Kl £gS ^ Rural Development in 
" ooopaation with the Agri- 
• - cultural Engineers Assoda- 
f ,i tioa 

Addressing the meeting, 

: which vas held at the Pro- 
\ > fessional Asaiciations Com- 
i plex, JDl Hamdan stressed 


the need to provide a data- 
base which could serve as an 
indispensable basis for 
reaching concrete results, 
and for undertaking studies 
■and research in this area. 

He nnrigrfTneri foe impor- 
tance of forging closer coop- 
eration between the public 
and private sectors, noting in 
particular the importance of 
collaboration between tbe 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology and other 
academic institutions. 

Upper House of Parlia- 
ment member Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, who heads the 
society, said a database is a 


must for comprehensive 
nati onal planning. 

Dr Arabiyat called for util- 
ising this occasion to intro- 
duce Jordanian researchers 
and focus on their profes- 
sional capabilities and 
diverse experiences, in addi- 
tion to publishing their 
research. 

This, he said, will be a pre- 
lude to a serious march to 
ensure the desirable 
changes. 

President of the Agricul- 
tural Engineers Association 
Tareq Tal called for intensi- 
fying efforts to ensure com- 
prehensive development. 
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Prime minister, cabinet members hear 
demands of Jerash governorate 


JERASH (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker announced here 
Tuesday that foe Cabinet 
will soon allocate funds for 
distribution to various 
municipal and village coun- 
cils in all govemoraies to 
help them cover tbeir imme- 
diate needs. 

At a meeting of Cabinet 
members, attended also by 
consultative and executive 
council members as well as 
beads of municipal councils 
in the Jerash governorate, 
the Prime Minister said the 
"ovemment hopes that these 
funds will be put to good use 
and invested in productive 
projects for the best interests 
of the local population. 

Speaking after hearing an 
outline of the situation and 
requests by Jerash Governor 
Abdul Ghani Abdullai for 
financial assistance from the 
government to the local 
councils, Sharif Zeid said 
the government will study 
the governor's proposals and 
ideas before taking appropri- 
ate decisions. 

The government is deter- 
mined to study the problems 
facing various govemoraies 
and their needs for services, 
and will support tbe councils 
within its means, said the 
prime minister who empha- 
sised that some of the 
municipal councils are in 
urgent need of central gov- . 
emment assistance. 

He suggested that the 
councils pool their resources 
for the sake of creating what 
he called a tourism region in 
Jerash Governorate along 
the style of the Petra Region 
Authority. 

Sharif Zeid also called on 
these councils to launch pro- 
ductive projects in order to 
reduce the burdens on the 
ministries and other govern- 
ment departments. 

He suggested that the 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Tuesday listens to municipal council members in Jerash appeal for financial 
assistance from the government. To Sharif Zeid’s left is Jerash Governor Abdul Ghani Abdullat (photo by Yousef Ai 
’Allan) 


councils start with small qnd 
medium size projects, espe- 
cially those serving the 
tourism sector because 
Jerash is a significant 
tourism attraction. 

Governor Abdullat bad 
earlier reviewed the general 
situation in the gvemorate 
giving details about the vari- 
ous services and the needs of 
the local residents: 

He said that the gover- 
norate needs offices for 
tourism and antiquities 
work, and an info rmatio n 
office. He added that, the 


local hospital is in need, of 
an intensive care unit and 
ambulances. 

Jerash Governorate also 
requires more water sup- 
plies. and its Public Works 
Department requires addi- 
tional heavy road and con- 
struction equipment, Mr. 
Abdullat said. 

He also said that foe gov- 
ernorate iarlfc a vocational 
tr ainin g centre and sports 
facilities. 

In response. Health Minis- 
ter Aref Batayneb, who was 
present at foe meeting, said 


the local hospital will be 
supplied with a new ambu- 
lance by end of October, and 
work was under way to 
increase tbe hospital capaci- 
ty from 124 to 159 beds. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleh Irsheidat told 
the audience that his min- 
istry was proceeding with 
plans to solve water supply 
problems, and Minister of 
Public Works Abdul Razzak 
Ensour said his ministry has 
allocated JD 2J million for 
maintaining roads this year. 

Minister of Tourism Abdul 


Hah Khatib told the gather- 
ing that a tender has been 
floated for the improvement 
of the entrance to the ancient 
dty of Jerash for the reor- 
ganisation of the rourist ser- 
vices centre at the she. 

Other ministers addressed 
the meeting providing infor- 
mation about projects under 
way or planned for the 
Jerash Governorate. 

According to Mr. Abdullat. 
Jerash Governorate has a 
population of 144,873 in 64 
towns and villages. 


Sabotage case postponed pending' 
stgfements contesting jurisdiction 


Labour federation threatens pull-out 
from Social Security Corporation - 


Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The attorneys 
for two Jordanians accused 
of saborage Tuesday asked 
tbe State Security Court to 
postpone their cases to allow 
them time to present written 
statements contesting the 
courts jurisdiction over the 
case. 

The two defendants, 
Salem Abdullah Jaradat, and 
Ahmad Qassem, both 22, 
are charged with shooting 
and wounding a French 
diplomat last February while 
he and his wife were visiting 
Wadi Mujeb area.. 

During the ten-minute 
court session, presiding 
Judge Hafez Amin read out 
the charge sheet which 
inducted plotting to cany. 


out extremist attacks, pos- 
sessing illegal arms and 
explosives and manufactur- 
ing hand-made explosives, 
but did not include an 
attempted murder charge. 

When Judge Amin asked 
the two defendants how they 
plead, attorneys Hikmal 
Rawasbdeh and Saleh 
Annouti demanded to post- 
pone the case. 

The court set Sept. 20 as 
the new date to hear foe 
defence arguments. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the two suspects, a 
school messenger and a fur- 
niane shop assistant, matip 
explosive devices with foe 
intention of taking over a 
tourist bus in southern Jor- 
dan. 


International meeting launches 
water supply, health initiatives 

AMMAN (J.T.) - The second meeting of the Scientific Acad- 
emies and Councils of the Middle East region, in collabora- 
tion with the United States National Academy of Sciences, 
Tuesday concluded, said an academies statement, with tbe 
approval of the following initiatives: 

— A study on sustainable water supplies for foe Middle 
East region was officially bandied with the approval of a 
s taremgm of task and membership of an expert panel. The 
report will be reviewed by an anonymous board of experts 
nominated by tbe academies and councils, after direct com- 
ments to the expert panel by -the presidents committee. 

— The parti ci pants agreed to assist the Palestine Health 
Council with its efforts to form an Academy of Sciences in 
Palestine. 

— Three symposia to be held in the Middle East daring 
1996 were proposed and approved by the presidents as fol- 
lows: 

1. Meeting do develop p rio ri ty research projects for inter- 
national cooperation. 

2. "Workshop on food-based approaches for the prevention 
of micronntrieni deficiencies in the Middle East 

3. Workshop on improving access of health providers to 
centres of Trainin g and research . 

Tbe presidents agreed to continue ifaeir collaborative activ- 
ities, and proposed to meet for the third time in mid- 1996. 
p erhap s in conjunction with one of the ongoing activities, the 
statement said 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour 
Unions (FJLU) said Tuesday 
it would pull out from the 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) board if the federa- 
tion’s requests are further 
ignored 

Omar Saraireb, head of the 
federation’s information 
department, told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday that the 
FJLU has repeatedly asked 
that SSC regulations be 
amended to become more 
equitable. 

Tbe FJLU is seeking the 
minimum amendment by the 
SSC which involves a more 
reasonable calculation of 
retired workers’ pensions. 

Under foe present system a 
civil servant’s pension is 
calculated by multiplying 
his annual salary by.. 0166 


and by foe number of years 
the worker has been paying 
into foe SSC. 

For example, a civil ser- 
vant whose annual salary 
prior to retirement was JD 
3,600 and who has paid into 
the SSC for 35 years would 
calculate his pension as fol- 
lows: JD 3600 x .0166x35 
= JD 2091 annually, or JD 
174.25 monthly. 

Tbe federation has 
requested an increase in 
pensions by raising the 
.0166 percentage rate to 
.0277, according to Mr. 
Saraireh. 

He said the federation had 
also requested that the work- 
ers’ families be covered by 
the SSC health insurance 
plan. 

The federation has four 
members in foe 12-member 
SSC board, and the threat- 
ened pull-out will paralyse 
the board’s operations, Mr. 


Saraireh said. 

Mr. Saraireh added that in 
the event that nothing mate- 
rialises after the pull-out of 
the four members, foe feder- 
ation .will call on various 
organisations to end their 
cooperation with foe SSC 
and to stop paying pan of 
their employees* salaries to 
the SSC. 

Last May Federation Sec- 
retary General Khaied 
Shreim announced that foe 
FJLU was seeking an 
amendment to foe SSC iaw 
to beneSt the country's 
workforce. 

In a statement issued on 
foe eve of Labour Day (May 
1 1 the federation said it was 
seeking to cover all workers 
including farm workers and 
their famil ies under foe 
SSCs health insurance pro- 
gramme even after foeir 
retirement. 


Jordan, Egypt sign cultural, scientific agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Egypt Tuesday signed 
an executive programme for 
the implementation of a cul- 
tural and scientific agree- 
ment for the years 1995, 1996 
and 1997. 

The programme, which 
was signed for Jordan by 
Nabil Ammarin, secretary 
general of foe Ministry of 
Planning, and Fuad Salim, 
charge d’affaires at the 
Egyptian embassy in 
Amman, provides for the 
two sides tp cooperate in 
education, higher education, 
culture, archaeology, 
tourism, information, health, 
sports and youth, social 
development and financial 
affairs. 

Under foe teens of the 


agreement, the Egyptian 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion will make available 300 
seats for undergraduate stu- 
dents from Jordan, and Jor- 
dan will offer 100 seats to 
Egyptian post graduate stu- 
dents at its universities. 

The two sides will also 
exchange school curricula 
and textbooks and wall hold 
seminars and conferences 
.related to education accord- 
ing to the agreement, which 
also calls for Egypt to offer 
Jordan technical assistance 
in the creation of a national 
library. 

Universities in foe two 
countries will exchange 
teachers and help each other 
in bolding joint scientific 
seminars and exchange pub- 


lications and visits by stu- 
dents, sports anc youth 
groups. 

In foe field of archaeology 
Egypt and Jordan will take 
pan in each other's related 
conferences and seminars, 
will offer each other's facili- 
ties to tourist groups and 
will conduct a feasibility 
study on operating a direct 
air route between Aqaba and 
southern Sinai. 

The two sides will cooper- 
ate in television productions, 
exchange documentary 
films and news materia] 
through their news agencies. 

They also agreed to coor- 
dinate policies in marketing 
of pharmaceutical products 
and will exchange visits by 
experts in this field. 
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Sri Lankan rebels say passengers of 
hijacked ferry will be freed today 


COLOMBO (AP) — A 
week after seizing scores of 
bpstages from a passenger 
feny, Tamil rebels 
announced Tuesday they 
frill free most of their cap- 
tives within 24 hours. 

- In a broadcast on their 
clandestine radio, the rebels 
said they will take the pas- 
sengers to their stronghold 
on the Jaffna peninsula and 
hand them over to the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross Wednesday. 

It did not say whether all 
136 passengers who were on 
the feny would be freed. It 
also did not mention the fate 
of the eight crew members 
of the Iris Moana. which 
they seized on Aug. 28. 

Among the passengers 
were three newborn babies 
and 12 other children. The 
rebel broadcast was moni- 
tored by civilians in northern 
Sri Lanka. 

Most of the passengers 
were believed to have dis- 
embarked from the ferry last 
week and were taken to a 
guerrilla base, but govern- 
ment officials don't know 
how many people were still 
on board the vessel. 

The ferTy was anchored off 
the coast of MuUaittivu, 280 
kilometres northeast of 
Colombo, and the rebels 
have cut off communica- 
tions to it 

Deputy Defence minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte warned 
Monday that the rebels 
would not be allowed to sail 


the ferry and its passengers 
to Jafftia, 75 kilometres 
northwest across the Jafftia 
Lagoon. 

The military Monday 
shelled rebel boats moving 
between tbe guerrilla base 
and the ferry, a military offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

None of the rebel craft 
were hit by the shelling from 
a military base four kilome- 
tres from the ferry, said the 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 

‘"The shells were fired 
away from tbe ferry so that 
the passengers would not be 
in danger," said the official. 

Last Tuesday, the sepa- 
ratists boarded the feny and 
used it as bait to lure naval 
gunboats into a battle. Two 
navy ships were destroyed, 
apparently killing all 21 
sailors. 

Red Cross and other offi- 
cials said tbey could not 
confirm a report that two 
crew members were killed 
some time during the last 
week, and they believed the 
report was incorrect. 

All of the passengers are 
Tamils, but tbe rebels say 
some belong to the Eelam 
Peoples’ Democratic Party, a 
former Tamil separatist 
group that joined forces with 
the military to fight the guer- 
rillas of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

Four of the crew members 
also were Sinhalese. 

The rebels have been 


fighting for a homeland in 
the north and east for 12 
years to redress what they 
see as discrimination by the 
Sinhalese, who control the 
government and the military. 

More than 36,000 people 
have been killed in the fight- 
ing. 

- Meanwhile a top police 
officer has been transferred 
over suspicion that his elite 
commandoes strangled. 21 
Thmil civilians in their 
office in the capital and 
dumped the mutilated bod- 
ies in lakes, officials said 
Tuesday. 

Deputy Inspector-General 
Lionel Karunasena, who 
founded the Special Task 
. Force in 1984, has been 
assigned to the police bead- 
quarters in Colombo in what 
is considered to be a demo- 
tion. 

Last Wednesday. Police 
Chief Wickremasingbe 
Rajaguru said that 28 peo- 
ple, including elite police 
commandoes, were under 
investigation for allegedly 
torturing and strangling to 
death the Tamil civilians. 

It was not immediately 
clear if officer Karunasena 
was under suspicion, but 
detectives investigating tbe 
crime have questioned a 
number of other senior com- 
mandoes. officials said. 

The civilians were abduct- 
ed from cheap hotels or 
while travelling in Colombo 
during die last four months. 
They were suspected to be 


Tamil rebels fighting for a 
homeland. 

The civilians were taken to 
the Special Task Force 
Headquarters in the capital, 
and tortured for five or six 
days. They were then 
thrown into an uuused toilet 
with plastic handcuffs 
around their necks, which 
strangled them to death. 

Police have not uncovered 
the motive for the killings 
But they occurred against 


fee background of the resur- 
gence of die 12-year-old war 
against guerrillas figh ting 
for a homeland for the Tamil 
minorities. 

The first bodies of mep 
aged 30-40 years began to 
appear in lakes in and 
around die capital after the 
rebels broke a three-month 
truce and pulled out of peace 
talks on April 19. 

Most of the bodies were 
uude. Some had mutilated 
genitals. Others were 
weighted down with rocks to 
prevent them floating. 

Human rights activists 
have repeatedly expressed 
concern over the disappear- 
ance of minority Tamils 
while in police custody, 
extra-judicial executions 
and arbitrary arrests. 

Police have detained thou- 
sands of Tamil civilians in 
Colombo after the rebels 
resumed fighting. But -most 
of them were released after 
their identities were .estab- 
lished . 


Hurricane winds slam Leeward Islands 


LONG GROUND, Montser- 
rat (R) — Hurricane Luis 
battered this volcano-threat- 
ened island early Tuesday in 
a path of destruction expect- 
ed to skip across a half- 
dozen Caribbean islands. 

Luis, classified as a deadly 
storm with sustained winds 
of 140 mpb (225 km) by the 
National Hurricane Centre, 
appeared to be gathering 
strength as it began lashing 
the Caribbean's ' Leeward 
Islands. 

Hurricane-force winds 
extended 125 miles (201 
tarts) from the eye of Luis, 
which became more, tightly- 
wfcund and dangerous late 
Monday, forecasters said. 

At 11 p.m. edt (0300 
GMT), the eye of Luis was 
located 70 miles (113 kms) 
east of Antigua and Barbu- 
da. but its surrounding bands 
of strong winds had already 
begun lashing both islands 
and nearby Montserrat. 

A large storm, Luis was 
moving west at 12 mph (19 
kmh) and was expected to 
siow down and pound each 
island for several hours. 
Hurricane warnings were 
also issued for Puerto Rico. 

If it remained on its cur- 
rent course and direction, 
Luis was expected to slam 
into the Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico Wednesday, 
then push on toward the 
Dominican Republic Thurs- 
day. 

Luis was a frightening 
reminder of hurricane Hugo, 
a similar-sized storm which 
rampaged through several of 
the same northern Caribbean 
islands in 1989 before veer- 
ing north to strike South 


Carolina. Hugo, the worst 
storm to hit some of tbe 
islands in more than 60 
years, was blamed for two 
dozen deaths and billions of 
dollars of damage. 

Residents mindful of tbe 
devastation from Hugo 
calmly streamed into emer- 
gency shelters on Montser- 
rat, Antigua. Barbuda and 
adjacent Leeward Islands on 
Monday afternoon. 

Electricity was cut off on 
several islands by local gov- 
ernments to prevent electro- 
cutions from dangling live 
wires after the storm passed. 
Palm trees swayed and seas 
heaved as the edge of the 
storm reached Montserrat, a 
British colony, and Antigua 
late Monday night. 

Most of Montserrat's 
weary 12.000 residents had 
already, moved into emer- 
gency shelters late last 
month when a long-dormant 
volcano began spewing 
plumes of ash and sulphur. 
An international team of sci- 
entists and British soldiers 
on tbe island to monitor tbe 
volcano also took shelter. 

More than 100 British sol- 
diers were standing by to 
help Montserrat clean up 
debris after the storm 
passed, officials said. On the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, an 
advance team of Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency disaster experts 
were readying for Luis. 

Florence Daley, coordina- 
tor of a Montserrat shelter 
for elderly and handicapped, 
said residents remained 
calm but were clearly wor- 
ried. 

“These people have addi- 


tional stress here. They are 
remembering Hugo and they 
are frightened,'’ Ms. Daley 
said, referring to hurricane 
Hugo, which destroyed or 
severely damaged 95 per 
cent of Montserrat's houses. 

On other islands, residents 
also hurried to board up 
homes and gather bottled 
water, canned food and other 
supplies. 

“We’ve never bad so many- 
people in shelters before^ 
We’re all very- ^apprehen- 
sive,” said John De Nnlly, an 
emergency management 
spokesman in neighbouring 
Antigua. “We in the 
Caribbean at times have 
treated hurricanes indiffer- 
ently. But not this time.” 

Tourists were urged to 
leave the U.S. and British 
Virgin Islands and Puerto 
Rico on a handful of final 
flights Tuesday. The airports 
were jammed Monday after 
many tourist resorts urged 
guests lo depart before hur- 
ricane Luis cut off power, 
phone lines and running 
water. 

Unlike tbe record number 
of hurricanes which have 
danced across the Atlantic 
since June, Luis appeared to 
be growing stronger with no 
other weather systems to 
interrupt its westward 
course. 

Forecasters at the Hurri- 
cane Centre in Miami said it 
was too early to determine if 
Luis could pose a threat to 
the U.S. eastern seaboard or 
gulf coast in five or six days. 
Luis was about 1,800 miles 
southeast of Miami early 
Tuesday morning. 


Blast rips through marketplace in Chechenya 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — A 
strong explosion rocked a 
market Tuesday iu the cen- 
tre of Grozny, capital of 
Russia’s breakaway 
Chechenya region, and wit- 
nesses told reporters one 
person was killed and sev- 
eral were injured. 

It was not immediately 
clear what caused the blast, 
one day before the region 
celebrates “independence 
day” — the fourth anniver- 
sary of its unilateral decla- 
ration of independence 
from Moscow-. 

The witnesses said they 
suspected tbe makeshift 
market had been hit by an 
artillery shell, although 
fighting has eased under a 
ceasefire between separatist 
forces and Russian troops 
sent last December to 
smash Checbenya’s bid for 
independence. 

,4 1 saw one dead person 
and several others were 
hurt." Ismail Akayev, a 
construction worker, told 
Reuters. 

Another man’s shirt’ was 


covered with blood after be 
helped take some of the 
wounded to hospital. 

Russian officials did not 
immediately comment on 
the incident. 

Meanwhile Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin’s special 
envoy arrived in rebel 
Chechenya Tuesday, one 
day before the separatists’ 
“independence day”. 

Oleg Lobov, secretary of 
the policy-making Security 
Council, told reporters on 
his arrival in tbe regional 
capital Grozny be would 
spend at least a week there. 

“We will work, not cele- 
brate. Others will cele- 
brate.” Interfax News 
Agency quoted Mr. Lobov 
as saying when be was 
asked what he would do 
Wednesday. 

Chechenya unilaterally 
declared itself independent 
of Russia on Sept 6, 1991, 
and Russian troops in tbe 
rebel region are being put 
on alert in anticipation of 
celebrations marking tbe 
day. Interfax said patrols in 


Grozny were being rein- 
forced. 

Tbe rebels have said that 
tbey would not take any 
action against Russian 
troops but a representative 
of the Russian military told 
Interfax that rumours of a 
“day of vengeance” were 
circulating in the Chechen 
capital. 

Russia seat in its troops 
last December to crush 
Checbenya’s bid for inde- 
pendence. Thousands of 
rebels. Russian soldiers and 
civilians have been killed in 
seven months of fighting. 

Skirmishes have contin- 
ued since an agreement in 
late July under which the 
rebels are to surrender most 
of their weapons in return 
for a partial Russian with- 
drawal. 

There has been little 
progress towards imple- 
menting the agreement on a 
handover of weapons and 
the two sides have yet to 
begin substantive talks on 
the region’s future. 


Clinton to 
teach class 
to highlight 
education 


-MONTEREY, Calif. (R) — 
President Bill Clinton, a 
University of Arkansas law 
Professor before be turned 
plans to teach a 
history class to 'some 25 
California eighth graders. 

As millions of American 
children return to the class- 
room after their summer 
vacations, Mr. Clinton Is 
marking the end of his vaca- 
tion before returning to 
Washington to tackle a fall 
agenda brimming with 
problems such as how to 
balance the budget and end 
the war in Bosnia. 

Before returning to the 
White House, Mr. Chiitoo is 
also scheduled to speak to 
the student body and faculty 
of Abraham Lincoln Middle 
School in Selma, California, 
a small rural town south of 
Fresno in tbe central valley. 

With these appearances, 
the president is clearly sig- 
nalling that support for edu- 
cation will be a key goal as 
he fights Republican efforts 
to cut government spending. 

“Educators, students and 
parents need to be aware 
that our nation’s invest- 
ments in education — in our 
children’s future — are 
under direct attack by the 
Republican majority in the 
House" of Representatives, 
White House Chief of Staff 
Leon Pane eta said Monday 
in a letter to the nation’s edi- 
tors. 

A White House fact sheet 
further said that in his 
remarks, "the president will 
stress the importance of 
investment in education and 
make. clear his commitment 
to stand against those who 
would turn back tbe 
advancements America has 
made in education during 
his presidency." 

After Ml Clinton boards 
Air Force One to fly the last 
leg of. his 21-day trip that 
included a two-week vaca- 
tion in Wyoming’s Teton 
Mountains with wife Hillary 
and daughter Chelsea, he 
will have to face an end-of- 
September deadline to battle 
.Republicans to set budget 
priorities. 

If there is no agreement by 
then, federal departments 
and agencies are likely to 
enter the fiscal year, that 
begins Oct. 1 without new 
funding legislation. 

Tbe outcome of the bud- 
get fight could have a major 
impact on the 1996 presi- 
dential race, which already 
seems to be in full swing, 
even though the election is’ 
still 14 months away. 


Officers lead away an injured protester after riot police broke up an anti-Harmoko 
demonstration near police headquarters in Jakarta, Indonesia (AFP, photo) 

Indonesian police break up protest 
over minister’s insult to Islam 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesian anti-riot police 
broke up a demonstration by 
about 100 youths outside the 
attorney-general’s office 
Tuesday demanding that 
Information Minister 
Harmoko be brought to trial 
for insulting Islam. 

The protestors, from the 
Assembly for tbe Safeguard- 
ing of People's Sovereignty 
(MPKR) chanted • “Allah 
akbar (God is Great)... Bring 
Harmoko to trial.” 

Ten of them were allowed 
to put their case to officials 
in the attorney-general’s 
office. But when the protes- 
tors began marching 
towards the nearby police 
headquarters about 20 anti- 
riot police formed a cordon 
to stop them. 

After 15 minutes tbe 
police began banging their 
shields, then marched in for- 
mation into die crowd, beat- 
ing protestors. 

At least one protestor 
received bead injuries, an 
AFP photographer on the 


scene said. 

About 15 soldiers, known 
as the “Raiders Squad,” pur- 
sued protestors on yellow 
motorbikes to make them 
disperse. 

Mr. Harmoko, officiating 
at a shadow puppet festival 
. in Solo, central Java, on July 
15, made a pun on a verse of 
the Koran. He has since 
apologised to Muslims both 
through tbe press and on 
national television. 

But Mu slim groups have 
continued with demonstra- 
tions in recent weeks 
demanding that Ml 
H armoko, who chairs tbe 
ruling Golkar Party and is 
considered a potential vice- 
presidential candidate, be 
taken to court 

“Apologies are apologies, 
but justice should be the 
important one.” former par- 
liamentarian Sri Bintang 
Pamungkas said at tbe 
demonstration which includ- 
ed women wearing the 
Islamic jilbab headdress. 

Insulting Islam is a serious 


offence in Indonesia where 
almost 90 per cent of 
Indonesia’s 190 million peo- 
ple are Muslims. 

Many protesters have con- 
trasted the reaction to Ml 
H annoko’s offence and that 
against prominent seer Per- 
madi for allegedly compar- 
ing Prophet Mohammad to 
a dictator. 

The country’s highest 
authority on Islam, the 
Indonesian Council of Ule- 
mas (MUT) has accused Mr. 
Peimadi of blasphemy, but 
has accepted Mr. Harmoko ’s 
apology. 

Mr. Permadi could be 
jailed for one year if con- 
victed. Ml Bintang, a mem- 
ber of the Muslim United 
Development Party (PPP) 
currently being investigated 
by authorities for allegedly 
insulting President Suharto, 
told AFP that “our law is 
only for the common people. 
For the bureaucrats, they are 
untouchable. Justice is not 
foralL” 


Dole calls for English-only education 


INDIANAPOLIS.-, (RW— 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole, seeking to regain 
momentum in his 1996 pres- 
idential bid. called Monday 
for English to be recognised 
as tbe only official language 
of the United States and for 
multi-lingual education to 
end. 

Addressing a convention 
of the American Legion mil- 
itary veterans group. Sen. 
Dole launched a bitter attack 
on what he termed “liberal 
academic and intellectual 
elites” whom he accused of 
disparaging and undermin- 
ing tbe country and attack- 
ing traditional Western 
ideas. 

“We must return as a peo- 
pfe to the original concept of 
what it meant to be Ameri- 
can,” Sen. Dole said. 

“English must be recog- 
nised as America’s official 
language. Western tradition 
and American greatness 
must be taught in our 
schools. And the federal 
government must end its 
war on traditional American 
values,” be declared. 

Sen. Dole, 72, leads the 
field for tbe Republican 
presidential nomination by a 
wide margin. But his cam- 
paign has struggled recently 


j'jl ^Mj-binding straw 
pou'inTowa fast month in 
which ; . he unexpectedly 
ended up in a tie with Texas 
Sen. Phil Gramm with only 
24 per cent of the vote. Iowa 
next February will stage the 
first binding vote of the 
1996 campaign. 

Meanwhile California 
Gov. Pete Wilson, one of 
eight other candidates for 
the Republican nomination, 
welcomed Sen. Dole to the 
cause of making English the 
official language of the 
United States. Mr. Wilson 
said in a statement he had 
called on Congress to do so 
as a U.S. senator from Cali- 
fornia in August 1986. 

The Iowa straw poll set off 
a wave of media articles 
expressing doubts that Sen. 
Dole had the ideological fire 
to unite the Republican 
Party and the vision to win 
the presidency. 

Conservatives who control 
the party are particularly 
anxious about Sen. Dole’s 
right-wing credentials, 
despite the candidate’s fre- 
quent bows in their direc? 
tion. 

Tbe Indianapolis speech, 
and another Tuesday in 
Chicago in which Sen. Dole 
is expected to outline con- 


servative tax ideas, were 
intended to quell such 
doubts.. . campaign officials 
said. 

Sen. Dole, a World War II 
hero, received an enthusias- 
tic response for a 10,000- 
stzong audience of fellow 
military veterans in Indi- 
anapolis for a speech laced 
with patriotic pride in which 
he also pledged to pass a 
constitutional amendment in 
tbe Senate by the end of the 
year outlawing bunting or 
desecration of die national 
flag. 

Sen. Dole also renewed his 
assault on Hollywood for 
spreading sex and violence. 
But his main targets were 
educators seeking to re- 
examine U.S. history and 
boost the teaching of other 
cultures and languages. 

“We must stop the practice 
of multi -lingual education as 
a means of instilling ethnic 
pride, or as a therapy for low 
; self-esteem or out of elitist 
■ guilt over a culture built on 
the traditions of the West,’ 
Sen. Dole said. 

He said there was a shock- 
ing and deliberate campaign 
by liberal educators at all 
levels to disparage and 
undermine American and 
traditional Western values. 


L. American presidents gather to 
discuss corruption, drug trafficking 


QUITO (AP) — Presidents 
from 12 Latin American 
nations opened a two-day 
s ummi t Monday in this 
Andean capital to debate 
poverty, drag trafficking and 
official mis manage ment. 

With corruption at an all 
time -high, a regionwide poll 
released Monday showed 
Latin Americans ranked dis- 
honest officials as the 
region’s No. 1 problem. 

‘"Corruption, unfortunate- 
ly, has become a widespread 
social illness," Ecuadorean 
President Six to Daraa- 
B alien admitted in an 
address opening the summit. 

Thirty-eight Per cent 
ranked corruption as Latin 
America's No.l problem, 
while government misman- 
agement came in as the sec- 
ond most serious issue with 
13 per cent, according to tbe 
poll of 10,000 people in 23 
countries. Drug trafficking 
was third with II per cent. 

Tbe poll was conducted 
simultaneously by indepen- 


dent public opinion firms in 
the different countries and 
bad a margin of error of plus 
or minus 5 per cent 
Cedatos, the polling firm in 
charge of surveying 
Ecuador, released tbe results 
in Quito Monday. 

Corruption in tbe region 
has intensified due to the 
large amounts of money 
managed by drag trafficking 
cartels and to the sodden 
wealth from oil exports 
enjoyed by countries like 
Venezuela and Ecuador. 

‘’Although drugs are not 
the only source of corrup- 
tion, tbey are the principal 
one for countries like 
Colombia afflicted by that 
plague,” Colombian Foreign 
Minister Rodrigo Pardo has 
said. 

In Ecuador, former Presi- 
dent Osvaldo Hurtado said, 
“'a culture of easy money 
and illegal enrichment” was 
bora when the country 
began exporting oil in the 
early 1970s. 


Tbe summit of the 14- 
member Group of Rio takes 
place as three current or for- 
mer high-ranking govern- 
ment leaders face charges of 
corruption. 

— In Colombia, President 
Ernesto Samper is suspected 
of having funded his 1994 
election campaign with con- 
tributions from the Cali 
cocaine cartel. 

—In Venezuela, former 
President Carlos Andres 
Perez is on trial on charges 
of illegal use of public 
funds. 

—In Ecuador, Vice Presi- 
dent Alberto Dahik feces 
impeachment by Congress 
and a criminal trial by the 
Supreme Court on corrup- 
tion charges. 

Mr. Dahik was accused of 
corrupt practices after he 
adm it t e d the government 
had given in to demands 
from opposition congress- 
men for payments to support 
legislation proposed by the 
government 


MALIBU, California (AP) 
— After a whirlwind 
courtship, actor Charlie 
Sheen has married his 
sweetheart of six weeks, 
model Donna Peele. Hours 
before the wedding. Sheen 
admitted to suffering a bad 
case of prenuptial jitters, but 
kept the faith in his dash to 
the altar. ‘"My research and 
travel has shown me ... peo- 
ple who court for a decade 
usually have a marriage that 
lasts only a couple of 
years,” Sheen said. The cou- 
ple were married at sunset at 
the Saddle Rock Ranch in 
the Santa Monica Moun- 
tains, said Sheen publicist 
Jeff, Ballard. Sheen, who 
also turned 30 Sunday, met 
Ms. Peeie. 25, while filming 
a commercial in New York 
City. It’s the first marriage 
for both. Sheen has starred 
in such films as Platoon, 
Wall Street and Hot Shots. 
His latest publicity, howev- 
er, has been in a courtroom, 
where he sweated through a 
videotape he made for a fed- 
eral jury in tbe trial of Hol- 
lywood Madam Heidi 
Fleiss. Sheen admitted that 
he had ordered Ms. Fleiss' 
call girls at least 27 times, 
r unnin g up a tab of more 
than $50,000. 

Runaway, 12, 
spends $10,000 at 
Disneyland 

PARIS (AFP) — A 12-year- 
old runaway who stole 
70,000 francs ($14,000) 
from his parents spent most 
of the cash at Disneyland 
Paris, hiring a room at the 
theme park’s most expen- 
sive hotel for 10 days. As 
his parents searched for 
him, placing missing person 
advertisements in newspa- 
pers, Lamine Ghalmi 
repeatedly visited all the 
attractions at the theme park 
east of Paris and took a 
2,000-Franc ($400-) room 
at its most expensive hotel, 
Disneyland Hotel, the daily 
Farisien Li be re reported. 
Lamine, who took’ the cash 
from the till of his parents’ 
.Ruis hotel, told the recep- 
tionist. “I’m here with my 
mother but she is busy and 
told me to take the room.” 
die report said. When Dis- 
neyland security staff final- 
ly became suspicious of 
Lamine, he had only 20,000 
francs ($4,000 ) left on him. 
Police did not specify his 
nationality. When he grew, 
tired of Disneyland, Lamine 
decided to visit a nearby 
rival, the Asterix Theme 
Park, hiring a 5,000 francs- 
($l,000)-a-day stretch lim- 
ousine, again without arous- 
ing suspicion, tbe report 
said. His mother was forgiv- 
ing about Lamine's 
escapade. “He always 
seems sure of hims elf and 
people believe him. The 
main thing is he came to no 
harm. He knows it was a 
very naughty thing to do,” 
she said. 

Book backs theory 
Tchaikovsky was 
gay ‘martyr 1 

LONDON (AFP) —A new 
biography of Peter 
Tchaikovsky has backed the 
theory that the Russian 
composer did not die of 
cholera as was officially 
recorded but committed sui- 
cide, the victim of tbe anti- 
gay climate of 19th century 
Russia. Anthony Holden, 
author of Tchaikovsky pub- 
lished this week in London, 
told the Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper “He didn’t want 
bis devoted public nor pos- 
terity to know he was gay” 
and said he co mmi tted sui- 
cide by taking arsenic after 
being “caught," In the 19th 
century, “homosexuality 
was^ illegal. The rale was 
don’t get caught. He was 
raught by the uncle of a 
Russian nobleman who 
complained to the czar he 
(Tchaikovsky) described it 
(uemg gay) as unnatural and 
4 . , v j“ ” ^ biographer 
said. Taney rumour and 
gossip," retorted Alexander 
Poznansky, another 

Tchaikovsky specialist, who 
discounts foe suicide theory 
while accepting the com- 
poser’s homosexual! tyPoz- 
uansky, a Russian immigre 
who teaches at Yale, is the 
author of a 1991 biography, 
and is preparing a second 
book on the subject 
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N.Ireland 
Protestants 
to pick 
new leader 


BELFAST (AP) - Ulster 
Unionists have spent a gen- 
eration condemning the IRA 
from a distance. This week, 
with peace talks in the bal- 
ance. they may pick a leader 
willing to meet the enemy 
face to face. 

The leadership election 
Friday for Northern Ire- 
land’s largest party will help 
detennine whether the pre- 
vailing open-ended cease- 
fires can be turned into a 
solid peace. 

peace talks simply won’t 
work without the construc- 
tive participation of the 
Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP), the dominant pro- 
British bloc since Britain 
founded this Protestant- 
majority state in 1920. The 
question on every commen- 
tator's lips: wiU the new 
leader sit down with Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
supporters? 

Three of the five Protes- 
tant candidates say they 
would - if the IRA commits 
itself to disarm. Two remain 
so suspicious of the IRA’s 
year-old truce that they 
believe the IRA-allied Sinn 
Fein party still must be 
"decontaminated" by time. 

There’s no clear favourite 
to succeed . James 
Molyneanx, the 75-year-old 
. bachelor who resigned earli- 
er this month. A self- 
described "dull dog/ he kept 
the party together for 16 
years by shunning innova- 
tion. 

Last year’s truces by the 
Catholic-based IRA and 
Protestant "loyalisfextrem- 
ists have created space for 
negotiations among the fac- 
tions in Northern Ireland’s 
.political-religious conflict. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments. keen .to gee atti 
sides-- around 4t negotiating- 
table soon; see the two mcfttl 
flexible candidates as Ken 
Magmnis and John Taylor - 
both 57 and both survivors 
of IRA assassination 
attempts. 

The core of die party tra- 
ditionally demands a leader 
who senses when to say no. 
For them, the fact that either 
government privately roots 
for Mr. Taylor or Mr. Mag- 
innis is sufficient reason to 
vote for someone else. 

Mr. Maginnis, a former 
British army officer, has 
developed friendly contacts 
with the predominantly 
Catholic south. He often 
travels south to cheer the 
all-Ireland rugby team and 
socialises with Dublin . 
politicians, offending col- 
leagues who brand the Irish 
Republic a haven for IRA 
terrorists. 

Mr. Magmnis last year 
debated Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams on CNN’s 
’’Larry King Live,” the first 
parry member to do so. But 
he refused to shake hands 
and snubbed Mr. Adams’ 
attempts at first-name 
friendliness. 

The British government 
prefers Mr. Taylor, a cheru- 
bic businessman who 
showed his maverick streak 
when he quickly declared 
the IRA’s ceasefire was "for 
good" - the most senior 
Ulster Unionist to do so. Mr. 
Maginnis, by contrast, fre- 
quently predicts hs immi- 
nent breakdown. 

IRA gunmen shot Mr. 
Taylor through the face in 
1972 when he was a cabinet 
“ember of the former 
Protestant-domi nated 
Northern Ireland govern- 
ment, He required extensive 
plastic surgery. 

Today, he owns newspa- 
pers in Northern Ireland and 
has built substantial busi- 
ness contacts in the south. 

Mr. Maginnis and Mr. 
Taylor would like to break 
the party’s fundamental 
links with the Orange Older, 
Northern . Ireland’s main 
Protestants -only fraternal 
group, .to attract Catholic 
support for the first time. 

That would be no easy 
Of about 860 members 
? L- toe governing Ulster 
Umoaist Council who will 
elect foe new leader, about 
130 are directly selected by 
me Orange Older. Most of 
toe rest are Orange Order 
“embers. 



05. first lady Hillary Clinton speaks at the Women and 
Health seminar sponsored by the World Health Organi- 
sation at the fourth World Conference on Women in Bei- 
jing (AFP photo) 

Hillary Clinton attacks 
China on human rights 


BEIJING (R) — U.S. first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton attacked China Tuesday, 
saying women taking part in 
a grassroots forum near Bei- 
jing had been prohibited 
from fully taking part and or 
expressing themselves 
freely. 

“It is indefensible that 
many women in non-gov- 
ernmental organisations, 

who wished to participate in 
this conference, have not 
been able to attend — or 
have been prohibited from 
fully taking part,” she told 
I the U.N. fourth. World Con- 
( forepce ou Women. : 
i “Let me be clear. Freedom 
I means the right of people to 
assemble, organise and 
debate openly,” she told a 
plenary session. 

“It means respecting the 
views of those who may dis- 
agree with the views of their 
governments,” she said in a 
hard-hitting speech dearly 
directed at host China, 
accused of harassing partici- 
pants with heavy-handed 
surveillance and security 
measures at the grassroots 
Non-Governmental Organi- 
sations (NGO) Forum on 
Women. 

“It means not taking citi- 
zens away from their loved 
ones and jailing them, mis- 
treating them, or denying 
them their freedom or digni- 
ty because of the peaceful 
expression of their ideas and 
opinions,” she told the 
world’s biggest United 
Nations conference. 

The issue of police harass- 
ment and surveillance has 
marred much of the grass- 
roots Forum on Women that 


opened last Wednesday and 
runs paraQd to the UN. 
conference. 

Exiled Tibetan women 
delegates have been fol- 
lowed and harassed by secu- 
rity guards, radical feminists 
such as lesbians have had 
their Chinese-language pub- 
licity pamphlets confiscated 
by police and human rights 
activists have come under 
intense surveillance. 

Chinese Vice-Minister of 
Public Security Tian Qiyu 
sought last week to restrict 
activities at the NGO 
Forum, 

tions would bCallOwed only 
in a designated area and 
China would not tolerate 
slander or attacks on its 
leaders. 

But many groups have 
ignored his restriction of 
protests to a school sports 
field. 

The top Chinese police 
official at the conference 
said speech was free but 
only if it did not contain lan- 
guage aimed at splitting 
China — a reference to what 
Beijing calls attempts by 
Tibet’s exiled Dalai Lama to 
win independence for the 
Himalayan region. 

U.N. officials say China 
had no right to order or 
enforce such restrictions 
inside the Forum and the 
venue of the U.N. confer- 
ence that opened Monday. 

Disputes over the intense 
security at the Forum have 
threatened to overshadow 
the gathering of 25,000 
women whose aim is to 
focus on foe battle for equal- 
ity and rights. 


Japanese police to seek 
anti-cult lawyer’s remains 


TOKYO (R) — Some 1,000 
police officers will begin 
search Wednesday for the 
remains of a lawyer, his wife 
and infant son who disap- 
peared six years ago after 
helping defectors from the 
Aum doomsday cult, police 
said on Tuesday. 

Accompanied by forensic 
scientists, they would comb 
three areas in the mountains 
of central Japan for the 
remains of Tsutsumi 
Sakamoto, 33 when he dis- 
appeared. his wife Satako, 
29, and their one-year-old 
son Tatsuhiko, a police offi- 
cial said. 

He said testimony from 
cult followers revealed that 
Sakamoto’s body was buried 
in mountains in Niigata, a 
prefecture on the Sea of 
Japan coast, while Satoko’s 
was dumped in a valley in 
neighbouring Toyama and 
Taisuhiko’s remains were 
left in marshlands ip 
Nagano. 

T%e three disappeared 
from their flat in Yokohama 
in 1989, after Sakamoto had 
become active in a group of 
lawyers helping defectors 
from the Aum Shinri Kyo 
(Aum Supreme Truth sect). 

Suspicion immediately fell 
on the cult. It has always 


denied involvement, but was 
widely believed to have felt 
threatened by the lawyer’s 
activities. A badge worn by 
its senior members was left 
behind in Sakamotos’ home. 

However, though the Aum 
never explained how the 
badge was left there, police 
did not officially link it to 
the disappearance until they 
began investigations into tbe 
sarin nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway system in 
March. 

Following raids of cult 
facilities and a round-up of 
its leading members, public 
prosecutors charged follow- 
ers with a series of violent 
crimes — tbe subway 
gassing, which lolled 11 
people and made another 
5,500 ill, a separate sarin 
attack in a mountain resort 
last year that killed seven 
people, several kidnappings, 
and producing illegal drugs. 

According to reports by 
newspapers and the Kyodo 
News Agency — based on 
briefings open only to the 
domestic media — Aum 
‘members arrested cm these 
and related charges admitted 
to murdering the family. 



Lebed lends star power to Russian nationalists 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
most popular general traded 
in his uniform for a suit and 
tie and took his place among 
leaders of a nationalist bloc 
that kicked off its campaign 
for December parliamentary 
dections. 

Retired Gen. Alexander 
Lebed, tbe 45-year-old dissi- 
dent commander with a 
basso voice and a bulldog 
face, has become one of tbe 
more formidable figures in 
Russian politics, polls show. 

A harsh critic of President 
Boris Yeltsin and a defender 
of the rights of ethnic Rus- 
sians, Gen. Lebed is the 
best-known name on tbe 
ticket led by Yuri Skokov, a 
former top Yeltsin aide who 
fell ont with the president in 
1993 and maintains close 
ties to big industry. 

Analysts say Geo. Lebed’s 
star power and Mr. Skokov’s 
connections could help their 
movement, the Congress of 
Russian Communities, find 
support among Russians 
nostalgic for tbe days when 
they were the unquestioned 
leaders of a superpower. 

Writer Alexander Solzhen- 
itsyn has reportedly signed 
on as a political adviser. 

“The patriotic idea is now 
in grear demapd,” the daily 
Kommersant said in a week- 
end editorial that gave the 


alliance better-than-average 
odds among the many politi- 
cal movements trying' to har- 
ness that idea. 

Leaders of the bloc came 
out hitting at a news confer- 
ence Monday. 

They criticised the pro- 
government movement led 
by Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin at every 
opportunity, accusing it of 
allowing widespread corrup- 
tion, the sell-off of Russia’s 
wealth, the humiliation of 
Russians in other former 
Soviet republics, and (he 
.carnage of war in 
Checbenya. 

Gen. Lebed reserved some 
of his harshest remarks for 
NATO, condemning its 
expansion into Eastern 
Europe and its air strikes on 
Bosnian Serbs. 

‘’Now that tbe Soviet 
Union no longer exists, 
(NATO’s) fist threatens Rus- 
sia because there is no other 
enemy there,” he said. 

’’This passionate desire to 
expand and monopolise 
security in the whole wodd 
could have only one result - 
that sometime in tbe future, 
Russia would renounce all 
its previous agreements and 
take up a strategy of contain- 
ment.” 

Gen. Lebed, an Afghan 
War veteran, became a 


household name when his 
‘14th Army restored order 
after a 1992 separatist rebel- 
lion in the trans-Dniester 
region of the former Soviet 
Republic of Moldova. 

Popular among.his troops, 
he freely criticised tbe army 
brass and Mr. Yeltsin him- 
self, especially over 
Checbenya, and resigned 
this spring when tbe army 
decided to scale bade his 

Although virtually every 
election bloc in Russia now 
has a general on the ticket, 
few have Gen. Lebed's noto- 
riety. 

Considered a presidential 
contender, he has topped 
other major candidates in 
recent popularity polls, 
induding one by the Russian 
Centre for Public Opinion 
and Market Research. The 
group released a new survey 
Monday asking what people 
found most attractive about 
Gen. Lebed. 

The most popular response 
was, *’He is capable of 
patting things in order.” 

But Gen. Lebed has little 
experience in politics, and 
many Russians are uncom- 
fortable with his military 
machismo. 

‘’These manners, indud- 
ing an army sense of 
humour, are highly typical 


of the chief of a garrison 
guardhouse - a place well- 
known to many Russian men 
but which hardly left any 
pleasant memories to per- 
suade them to vote for tbe 
embodiment of it,” colum- 
nist Mikhail Sokolov wrote 
in Kommersant. 

Mr. Skokov. who once 
headed Mr. Yeltsin’s power- 
ful Security Council and was 
a contender for prime minis- 
ter, said his bloc is not 
nationalist, but is united by 
"our sense of compassion for 
our humiliated homeland." 

He would not say where 
the bloc expects to find 
funding, although it is 
believed to be supported by 
some major industrial 
groups. It passed out glossy 
campaign booklets opening 
with a picture of Gen. 
Lebed, in uniform, shaking 
hands with Mr. Skokov. 

Meanwhile Defence Min- 
ister Pavel Grachev said 
Tuesday that the Russian 
Armed Forces should num- 
ber around 2.1 million per- 
sonnel, although there is 
pressure for the mostly con- 
script force to be cut 

The 2.1 million figure is 
optimal and 1.7 million is 
the minimum for the armed 
forces to be able to defend 
Russia, Gen. Grachev was 
quoted as saying by Interfax 


News Agency. 

The current number iS 
around 1.9 milli on person- 
nel, according to the lateii 
figures. 

Gen. Grachev, who was in 
the far southeastern Russian 
city of Khabarovsk, near the 
Chinese border, said reform 
of the armed services was 
going well. 

“We succeeded in stopping 
tbe process of deterioration 
of our battle readiness,” he 
said. 

Military planners- aimed to 
create new, mobile units to. 
meet today’s conditions, he 
said. 

The Russian Armed 
Forces, particularly during 
its campaign in the rebel 
Republic of Checbenya^ 
have been criticised as out- 
dated, badly trained and 
lacking innovation. 

There are reportedly 
chronic shortages of food, 
ammunition and other sup^' 
plies. 

In June last year. President 
Yeltsin said foe armed forces 
should be reduced to 1.5 
milli on men and women, 
although he did not give a' 
deadline.. 


Coal mine blast kills 15 in Siberia 


Police: 

Suicide 

bomber 

killed 

Punjab's 

top official 

CHANDIGARH, India 
(AP) — Punjab state’s 
top elected official was 
probably killed by a 
rebel- ' suicide “bomber, 
^jP'tietbnated -explo- ; 
siv& strapped on his 
bixly, foe state’s police 
chief said Monday. 

Earlier, police had 
said that Thursday’s 
blast in Chandigarh, 
Punjab’s capital city, 
that killed Chief Minis- 
ter Beam Singh and 14 
members of his staff, 
was caused by a car 
bomb that was detonat- 
ed by a remote control 
device. 

The explosion 
occurred as Mi. Singh 
stepped into his official 
bulletproof car parked 
in foe porch of his 
office. 

"We are almost rea- 
sonably convinced that 
a human bomb was 
used to cause foe explo- 
sion," Police Chief 
ICRS. Gill told 
reporters in Chandi- 
garh. 

Although Sikh rebels 
have used different 
varieties of bombs and 
weapons such as rock- 
et-launchers, this was 
the first case of an 
attack by a suicide 
bomber. 

Babbar Khalsa Inter- 
national, a Sikh sepa- 
ratist group that still 
operates in the state | 
where troops have suc- 
cessfully crushed . a 
decade-old insurrec- 
tion, claimed responsi- 
bility for foe attack last 
week. 

The group, one of the 
fiercest and most well- 
armed, was known to 
have expertise in han- 
dling explosives. It was 
among foe dozens of 
militant groups fighting 
for an independent 
homeland for foe Sikh 
religious minority. Most 
of India’s 20 million 
Sikhs live in Punjab. 

The body of a person, 
the police suspect to be 
foe assassin, has been 
found. Mr. Gill said. 
This was foe only body 
found from foe blast 
site outside foe stare’s 
main government build- 
ing font had not been 
identified, he said. 

Police had earlier pre- 
sumed that foe body 
was that of a member of 
Mr. Beam Singh’s staff 
that they were unable to 
identify because it was 
badly mutilated. 


MOSCOW (AP) — An 
explosion at a coal mine in 
Siberia caused a cage bring- 
ing workers down to the 
pit’s surface to collapse, 
killing 15 miners, a -news 
agency reported. 

The explosion at foe Per- 
vomaiskaya Mine in 
Kemerovo, 3,000 kilometres 
east of Moscow, occurred 
early Monday, the Interfax 
News Agency reported. 


.SOUTHERN CHECHNYA 
• (AFP) - Russia claims to be 
disarming foe Chechen 
rebels, but for customers 
checking out new assault 
rifles at this open-air arms 
market, the policy is a joke. 

“You won’t find any jets or 
helicopters here, but we can 
get you a T-80 tank or an 
armoured personnel carrier,” 
grinned Alid, organiser of 
the market in a southern 
Chechen town, which' he 
asked remain anonymous. 

In tbe middle of a busy 
marketplace that also sold 
everything from horses to 
washing powder, about 50 
.men stood around examin- 
ing foe latest products: 
shoulder-held rocket launch- 
ers, heavy machineguns, 
automatic rifles, pistols, a 
sniper rifle. 

The dealers, mostly stocky 
men with short hair cuts, 
displayed their weapons at a 
spot about one kilometre 
from a road frequently used 
by Russian soldiers. 

Under an accord signed a 
month ago to demilitarise 
foe devastated Caucasus 
republic, Chechens are to 
give up their weapons to the 


SRINAGAR, India, (R) — 
Indian authorities saidTues- 
•day that negotiations with 
separatist guerrillas holding 
four Westerners hostage in 
Kashmir were progressing 
and they still hoped to win 
foe release of the tourists. 

“Things are moving ” said 
K.B. Jandial, a spokesman 
for the government of 
J amm u and Kashmir state. 
“We are working towards a 
positive development.” 

He denied newspaper 
reports that talks with Al- 
Faran militants, had broken 
down, saying officials had 
contacted an unidentified 
intermediary Monday for a 
fresh round of discussions. 

“Since yesterday there has 
been a lot of speculation that 
contact was snapped,” Ml 
J andial said. “But contact is 
still on.” 

He said that while talks 
were progressing, there had 
been no major development 
in tbe hostage ordeal, which 
entered its third month Mon- 
day. “There is no break- 
through yet,” he said. 

Asked to comment on foe 
tone of Monday’s talks, he 
said: Tt was OK, not bad,” 
American Donald Hutch- 
ings, German Dirk Hasert 


It said tbe explosion was 
planned so as to open new 
coal faces, but a report from 
the ITAR-TASS news 
agency stated that it came 
unexpected. 

Tbe shock wave from the 
Mast destroyed a large pro- 
duction facility situated on 
tiie surface, ITAR-TASS 
said. Work at the site of the 
explosion has been baited 
two weeks ago after experts 


Russians in- exchange for 
cash. 

The Russians are to 
destroy the surrendered 
weapons and withdraw near- 
ly all their troops from 
Checbenya. 

In foe meantime, carrying 
weapons is strictly forbid- 
den and Russian troops 
inspect cars at checkpoints 
all over the republic. “ 

So for about 1,000 
weapons have been handed 
in, Russian officials said. 
Moscow says this is not 
nearly enough, but Chechen 
independence fighters argue 
that almost no Russian 
troops have withdrawn. 

The dispute is not affect- 
ing foe arms markets of 
southern Chechenya. In fact 
business is roaring, with 
gunmen using foe cash paid 
by foe Russians for surren- 
dered rifles to bny better 
guns at tbe marke t 

The automatic rifles that 
are given in to tbe Russians 
are generally old and worn 
out but they still give you 
190 (U.S.) dollars,” said 47- 
y ear-old Alid, who would 
not give his second name. 

“Here, yon can get an 


and Britons Keith Mangan 
and Paul Wells were kid- 
napped while trekking in tbe 
mountains of . southern 
Kashmir in early July. 

A fifth hostage, Norwe- 
gian Hans Christian Ostroe, 
was found beheaded on Aug. 
13. 

A note found near his body 
quoted A1 Faran as threaten- 
ing to kill tbe other hostages 
unless foe government met 
its demands for foe release 
of 15 jailed militants within 
two days. 

That deadline passed with 
no apparent barm to the 
hostages. 

India has refused to release 
three Pakistani militants as 
Al-Faran demanded but said 
some separatists could be 
freed in. the course of the 
regular review of their 
standing. 

New Delhi has all but 
ruled out a raid to rescue the 
four captive tourists, saying 
it would imperil their lives 
because of the inhospitable 
Himalayan terrain. . 

Meanwhile Kashmir's 
deadliest bomb attack since 
tbe start of a five-year-old 
separatist revolt reflected a 
change of tactics by mili- 
tants who are increasingly 


warned of imminent dan- 
gers, it added. 

According to Interfax, res- 
cuers managed to save 66 of 
the 81 millers who were in 
the shaft at the time of the 
accident Tbbse killed were 
in a cage that takes workers 
below foe surface, Interfax 
said. 

Russia’s coal industry is 
plagued by accidents and 
problems related to poor 


automatic for $200 — and 
you can find a new one at 
that price,” he said. 

Ruslan, a young Chechen 
guerrilla living near the cap- 
ital Grozny, laughed when 
asked about foe disarma- 
ment process. He said his 
friends were handing in 
Kalashnikovs that fire a 762- 
calibre bullet receiving foe 
$190 and going to the mar- 
ket and buying foe up-to- 
date .545-calibre rifles. 

“We hand over the .762 s 
because there’s almost no 
ammunition left for them. In 
the market we buy .545s and 
you can find as much ammu- 
nition for them as you 
want,” said Ruslan, who also 
would not give his last 
name. 

Although weapons are 
being handed in and 
Cbechenya’s borders are 
sealed by thousands of Russ- 
ian troops, some prices at 
the arms markets are barely 
changed from before foe war 
started in December last 
year, suggesting a good sup- 
ply. 

At one of the arms mar- 
kets, a dealer claimed he 
bought his goods from foe 


opting for heavy explosives, 
officials and separatists said 
Tuesday. 

At least 13 people were 
killed Monday when Kash- 
mir separatists detonated a 
powerful device in a bold 
attack in foe centre of Srina- 
gar, the heavily fortified 
summer capital of J amm u 
and Kashmir state. 

Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen, one 
of foe most powerfully 
aimed guerrilla groups 
among dozens operating in 
Kashmir, claimed responsi- 
bility for the explosion, 
which came seconds after a 
grenade attack at foe same 
spot 

The group, which wants 
the two thirds of Kashmir 
ruled by India to accede to 
neighbouring Pakistan 
which controls most of foe 
rest, said.it targeted security 
forces with a mine planted in 
a military vehicle with the 
help of soldiers. 

Government officials said 
late Monday that foe device 
was planted underneath 
parked vehicles. 

Security forces were with- 
drawing monthly pay from a 
slate bank when foe blast 
occurred, sending shrapnel 
through metal storefronts 


work conditions and non- 
payment of wages. 

On Monday, more than 
two dozen miners at Gukovo 
in foe southern Russian 
region of Rostov began a. 
hunger strike to demand that 
the government pay them ■ 
back wages Amounting to at 
least 27 billion rubles, 
ITAR-TASS said. 


Russian troops. “The Russ- 
ian generals let us have these, 
and then we shoot at the 
Russians with them,” he 
said. 

One customer said be 
would keep canying- 
weapons until Russian 
troops left as promised. Alii 
whose personal weapon was:? 
a sawn-off pump action. 
Winchester shotgun, said .■ 
Russia would never be able*-* 
to disarm Chechnya peace-;:' 
fully. ?*• 

‘There’s no going back to ’- 
those days. Look at what 
they did to us in ‘44,” he-' 
said In 1944, Stalin tried to-* 
wipe Chechenya off foe map- -* 
by deporting every man;:: 
woman and child to Central * 
Asia. 

‘They won’t be able to do 
this again,” Alid said 

“Weapons are our national t 
costume,” added a customer 1 . - 

Everybody’s attention was. : 
suddenly diverted A car - 
with black-tinted windows.^. 
had pulled up and a man 
with a beard and a shaved - 
bead was opening the bootl .. 
Inside: a dozen anti-tank . 
rockets. 


and destroyed five cars and 
several scooters. About half 
foe victims were civilians. 

The explosion was the. 
third in four days in the 
same- area of downtown Sri- 
nagar. The two others 
involved smaller bombs, 
apparently connected to tim- 
ing mechanisms, which, 
were detected by local shop- 
keepers in time to cordon off 
the neighbourhood and pre- 
vent serious injury. 

“This is pan of foe new 
strategy of Pakistan’s ISI 
(Inter-Services Intelligence) 
to use more explosives,” 
said an official with foe gov- 
ernment of Jammu and 
Kashmir state who asked not 
to be identified. 

Monday’s explosion was 
foe deadliest since, the outset 
of foe separatist rebellion in 
which police and hospitals 
say at least 20,000 people 
have died. A scooter bomb 1 
went off near the same spot 
in October 1992, killing two. 
people. 

Many Kashmiris have 
grown used to crossfire * 
between militants and secu- 
rity forces which include 
several hundred thousand 
soldiers and paramilitary 
troopers. 


Chechenya arms merry go-round makes mockery of disarmament 


India: Kashmir hostage talks progress 
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New era for RJ 

OUR NATIONAL airline, Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) has been debt ridden for too long. No 
matter how profitable its operations world- 
wide are, it will remain in the red after it 
deducts some $42 million annually to service 
its internal and external debts. This amount 
eats up most of the revenues of RJ and 
undermines all its attempts to stand on its 
own feet. 

In order to alleviate the problem, the RJ 
privatisation committee has recently submit- 
ted to the government several recommenda- 
tions. 

The rescue plan envisaged calls for, inter 
alia, increasing the airline’s capital and 
repaying its internal debts (to the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company and the Social 
Security Corporation) by the government. 

While we understand that the government 
may have it own ideas about ways to solve the 
problem, and its own perceptions of the 
cumulative effect that has put the. airline in 
the dire condition it now finds itself, we all 
must recognise the fact that RJ has to be 
supported if it is to continue serving the 
country’s strategic interests. 

We are now entering a new era of peace in 
the Middle East, when tourism and travel 
are expected to contribute heavily to our 
economic development. RJ thus cannot be 
expected to perform this task without ear- 
marking additional funds for modernising its 
ageing fleet and expanding it to the extent 
necessary. 

This is certainly one aspect of the problem 
facing the airline. The other dimension has to 
do with the steps RJ has to take in order to 
further improve itself from within. Accor- 
dingly, while there is unanimity on the point 
that the airline as currently constituted is 
undercapitalised and needs urgent financial 
transfusions, it has to be understood that 
“outside” help would simply not be enough 
without a parallel structural change within 
the airline. The management is therefore 
called upon to improve productivity more 
than they have already, cut costs beyond 
what it has done, without compromising the 
quality of services offered, and enhance its 
marketing policies even further. If such 
efforts require additional reviews of its rout- 
ing policies, then so be it. This is something 
that RJ has got to do as a quid pro quo for 
any governmental intervention. 

The two tracks in which the rescue plan 
has to be tried have to be well coordinated 
and synchronised. Obviously there is no 
magic wand with which to attain these 
objectives. The best that can be done is for 
j the concerned authorities to sit together with. 
RJ]s chief executives to draw up a plan of 
action that would ensure the airline's con- 
tinued viability and success. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A! Ra'i Tuesday expressed the view 
that the Arab-Israeli peace process is almost dead on the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks. Mohammad Karroub said that 
the deadlock is caused by Israel’s intransigent position 
because it refuses to pull out from the Golan Heights in 
exchange for peace with Damascus. But. he said, the 
deadlock is bound to serve the Labour Party and the Rabin 
government in the 1996 parliamentary elections, because it 
shows that the Labour government is not interested in 
giving up occupied land and will not evict the settlers from 
the Syrian heights, much to the satisfaction of most Israelis. 
The writer said that the present deadlock, coupled with 
indifference to the situation on the part of the United 
States, which is supposed to play the full partner’s role in 
the settlement, is further strengthening the Israeli govern- 
ment's position and proving that the peace process with 
Syria is dead at least for the time being. For its part, Syria 
seems disinterested in any settlement with Israel that does 
not lend to a full withdrawal from the Golan. 

COMMENTING ON declared plans by the government to 
hold cabinet meetings in different govemorates to meet the 
(coal residents, a writer in A1 Dustour said that there was no 
justification or need for such a move. Mohammad Daoud 
said that the government, which had adopted the concept 
of decentralisation, should give the local governors suffi- 
cient power to deal with the various local issues. The fact 
that each govemorate has its own parliament members and 
arc all involved in one way or another in some of the 
political parties prompts one to wonder about the wisdom 
in the government's decision to hold sessions outside the 
capital since, said the writer, the representatives of the 
local population can best convey the requests of the local 
residents to the central government. In addition, said the 
writer, it is not possible for the cabinet members to deal 
with working papers and handle issues in one session held 
in the govemorates no matter how long the session might 
be. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The broken politics of perception 


THE AMERICAN politic- 
al landscape is in some di^ 
array. Developments in the! 
past few weeks have fo- 
cused attention on the deep 
discord that exists in both 
political parties, and serious 
problems that plague 
American culture as we 
approach the 1996 elec- 
tions. 

That presidential politics 
has become a game of 
creating perceptions was in 
evidence at the Recent 
meeting of the Iowa state 
Republican Party. Since 
Iowa will be the first state 
to hold presidential nomi- 
nating campaigns in 1996, 
all of the nine Repblican 
candidates have spent signi- 
ficant time ana money 
there. 

While the actual Iowa 
elections will not take place 
until next February, the 
state party organisation 
sought to raise money, by 
organising a late summer 
“straw poll.” It was to be a 
fun event bringing the 
candidates together with 
their supporters to make 
speeches and then, for all in 
attendance to informally 
vote for their favourite 
candidate. 

But given the intense 
competition among the nine 
Republican hopefuls, and 
the media attention focused 
on the Iowa event, it be- 
came anything but fun. 
Since there were no rules to 
govern the affair — a $25 
fee was the only require- 
ment for participation — 
each of the candidates saw 
the meeting as a chance to 
out-organise and embarrass 
his opponents. 

WitiTSenator Bob Dole 
expected to win in Iowa 
(because he comes from the 
neighbouring state of Kan- 
sas and is frequently refer- 
red to as "Iowa’s third sena- 
tor)”, his closest challen- 
gers, Texas Senator Phil 
Gramm and CNN commen-. 
tator Pat Buchanan, made a 
determined effort to bring 
supporters to the state party 
meeting. 

Mr. Buchanan, a 
favourite among Iowa's re- 


ligious right wing, worked 
tirelessly to round up sup- 
porters and buy them tick- 
ets to attend. Mr. Gramm, 
not to be outdone, spent as 
much as $500,000 to bring 
supporters not only from 
Iowa but also from Illinois, 
Nebraska and Texas to vote 
for him. 

Mr. Dole’s organisation 
also worked hard and 
bought what they hoped 
were enough tickets for 
their supporters to bring 
him a comfortable margin 
of victory when the straw 
vote took place at the meet- 
ing. 

When the final tally was 
announced, the Gramm 
effort had produced a tie 
with Mr. Dole, and Mr. 
Buchanan came third. 

The event, of course, was 
meaningless in real terms. 
One commentator called k 
“a bizarre vote-buying 
bazaar,” while another cor- 
rectly framed it a “rigged 
election.” 

But Mr. Gramm strongly 
championed the vote as a 
“referendum" on Mr. Dole 
and argued, even though he 
had radically outspent his 
fellow senator, the results 
represented a Graxnm vic- 
tory and a Dole defeat. 
Enough media outlets play- 
ed the story Mr. Gramm's 
way, projecting him as an 
organisational winner, that 
the event became “proof’ 
that Mr. Dole was no lon- 
ger invulnerable. Some 
went so far as to speculate 
that Mr. Dole, now that be 
was “beaten,” was a 
weakened candidate who 
had always had “paper- 
thin” support. 

Since politics is so much 
about perception and 
perception, * is largely a 
media-created reality, the 
meaningless Iowa event 
took on a life of its own and 
began to create its own real- 
ity. A week after the event, 
“Dole Loses,” “Gramm 
Wins'* and • “Dole 
Weakened in Iowa” stories 
proliferated across thq 
country. A national poll 
showed Mr. Dole’s support 


slipping by 15 per cent — 
from 51 per cent to 36 per 
cent in the Republican cam- 
paign for president. 

This ability of some poli- 
tical efforts to manipulate 
media with smart money 
and organising and shaping 
a story to create political 
realities had been on dis- 
play a week earlier at a 
major event sponsored and 
paid for by Texas billionaire 
and 1992 presidential candi-' 
date Ross Perot. 

Mr. Perot, who literally 
bought himself a presiden- 
tial campaign in 1992, 
appears to be at it again for 
1996. Knowing the wisdom 
of the adage “if you've got 
something to sell there will 
awl ays be someone to bay,” 
Mr. Perot is willing tt> 
spend millions to sell him- 
self. He knows there are 
. millions of Americans suffi? 
ciently disaffected by 
American {politics to wil- 
lingly identity themselves 
with his protest effort.s. 

While the Perot event 
was billed as an issue forum 
“to debate the serious 
issues feeing America," the 
real purpose of the event 
was to show that Ross Perot 
is a political power. 

Mr. Perot drew 19 per 
cent of the vote in 1992, but 
has failed to produce his 
promised United We Stand 
America (UWSA) political 
organisation as a perma- 
nent third force in Amer- 
ican politics. In most states. 
UWSA is a faction-driven 
group of a anal! handful of 
voters. In other states, it is 
merely an office taken over 
by Mr. Perot himself. In his 
•quest to be seen as the 
arbiter of the independent 
voters in America, Mr. 
Perot continues to use 
money and the media to 
keep the spotlight on him- 
self. 

Afraid of being left be- 
hind, the politicians in the 
Republican Party followed 
bis lead. (The Clinton 
Administration too, sent 
representatives to attend.) 
All nine of the Republican 
hopefuls attended the Mr. 
Perot event, reenforcing 
the media perception that 


when Mr. Perot, on behalf 
of “the people,” beckons, 
politicians will respond. 

The lasting story of the 
event was not the Republi- 
can candidates and. their 
speeches (although some 
commentators did note 
Mr. Dole's weak perform- 
ance and Mr. Buchanan’s 
crowd stirring rhetoric); it 
was the power of Ross 
Perot and his possible 1996 
political candidacy. 

On another level, the 
perception game being 
played out by the growing 
number of political figures 
being is touted by the 
media as possible inde- 
pendent presidential can- 
didates in 1996. There 
has been a long press ro- 
mance with former Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, General Colin 
Powell. Gen. Powell con- 
■ tinues to be coy about his 
interests. He never acknow- 
ledges a desire to run, nor 
does he explicitly rule out 
the possibility of running. 
As a result, speculation 
abounds. He has been on 
the cover of major maga- 
zines and regularly featured 
in most news outlets. His 
audiences grow, as do 
prospective sales of his 
autobiography due to be on 
sale this fell. 

Playing the same game is 
New Jersey Senator Bill 
Bradley; Announcing last 
week that he will not run 
for reelection to the Senate 
in 1996, he criticised the 
current state of the Amer- 
ican political system, and 
vaguely hinted that he still 
has political ambition. That 
was all that the press 
needed to conclude the pos- 
sibility of an independent 
run for the presidency next 
year by Mr. Bradley or — 
even more far-fetched but 
tantalizing — a Powell- 
Bradley independent cam- 
paign. Polls have been 
taken, stories have been 
written and, once again, 
perceptions have begun to 
take on the appearance of 
political reality. 

Mr. Bradley's criticism of 
American politics is cor- 
rect, to some degree; But 


unless the senator alters his 
course, he may become, 
like other critics before 
him, a practitioner of some 
of the same evils he has 
identified in the system. 

Clearly, there is a popu- 
lar desire for reform in 
American politics. But in 
recent years too many 
politicians have attached 
themselves to that desire 
for change, only to manipu- 
late it for their own 
advancement. Instead of 
emphasising the develop- 
ment of grass-roots' based 
political parties, the politic- 
al process has come to be 
dominated by money and 
media-centred personality 
cults. 

Despite .their enormous 
potential to produce lasting 
and genuine change in the 
structure of American poli- 
tics, these individual-led 
efforts of the past decade 
have failed, leaving only 
memories of past glory ana 
a betrayed and embittered 
constituency. 

For all that I disagree 
with the fundamentalist 
Christian right wing, it is 
important to note that they 
are the only example of a 
real political movement for 
change in the past decade. 
Instead of merely being the 
vehicle for the advance- 
ment of the personality cult 
of Pat Robertson (out of 
whose 1988 presidential 
campaign this movement 
grew), the movement sunk, 
its roots into the Republi- 
can party at the grass-roots 
level. It recruited and orga- 
nised hundreds of 
thousands of members 
within the party structure 
and today fully controls 
one-third of the Republican 
party in the U.S. 

The same cannot be said 
of the past efforts of Jerry 
Brown, Paul Tsongas or 
Ross Perot — all of whom 
left nothing jn their wake 
but themselves and their 
ideas. In each case what 
initially moved these efforts 
was media perception, just 
as media perception sus- 
tained them, ana it was the 
same media perception that 
ultimately toppled them. 


America once again assumes the lead in Europe 


By -William Pfaff 

PARIS — The humiliation 
of Europe in what may 
prove the Yugoslav end- 
game has yet to be fully 
appreciated in Europe's 
capitals. Reproached for 
their four-year failure to 
find a coherent and effec- 
tive common policy, offi- 
cials and politicians in Lon- 
don, Paris and Bonn still 
answer as if the last four 
years have taught them no- 
thing. They act as if what 
has happened this week has 
no lessons for them. 

“Yes," they say, “we 
really must have a common 
European foreign policy.” 
If the European Union 
'(EU) did not have a com- 
mon policy before the 
Yugoslav war, and doesn’t 
have one now, after four 
years of crisis, how can any- 
one think that it is going to 
have one in the future? 

The United States has 
taken over the Yugoslav 
affair, made things happen 
and has a plan, which 
Richard Holbrooke has' 
been in Europe to promote, 
.to bring the war to an end. 

It would do so either 
-through negotiations while 
the Bosnian Serbs are 


under duress or, felling 
that, by aiming and protect- 
ing the Bosnian govern- 
ment, providing it with the 
means to fight for its own 
interests. The West thereby 
' ceases to be the jailer of the 
Bosnians and the ratifiers of 
Serbian conquests. - 

The application of duress 
began with American spon- 
sorship of the Croatian-. 
Bosnian Federation, and 
Washington’s implied en- 
couragement to Croatia’s 
military campaign to recov- 
er the Krajma. It resumed 
with Wednesday’s bomb- 
ings and shelling of Bosnian 
Serbian positions and in- 
stallations. 

French and British 
policy-by-default, as well as 
the policy of the European 
Union’s negotiator (at least 
when Lord Owen .occupied 
that post), has been to press 
the principal victim of 
aggression, the Bosnian 
government, to end the war 
by giving up. The American 
plan presses the principal 
instigator of aggression,' 
Serbia, and its Bosnian Ser- 
bian allies, to yield con- 
quered territory. 

A French historian of 
Yugoslavia, Paul Garde, 
has just published a de- 


mand on the new French 
government that, while it 
has been overtaken by this 
week's NATO-U.N. action, 
is worth attention because 
of its political lesson. 

He wants to reverse the 
programme of Serbian 
appeasement that was fol- 
lowed during the Mitter- 
rand presidency, and he 
would even reject the 
American peace plan be- 
cause it offers too much to 
. the Serbs. 

He asked that Paris use 
. preach military force to end 
Serbian bombardments of 
security zones and to res- 
tore unrestricted access, by 
normal land and air routes, 
to Sarajevo and Gorazde. 
He added that the repercus- 
sions inside Serbia of an 
aggressive French policy 
should be welcomed rather 
than feared. 

“Defeats have always 
- provoked dissension, and 
dissension provokes new 
defeats,” he wrote. 

Serbia, Professor Garde 
says, initiated the war and is 
the principal source of trou- 
ble in the Balkans: “It is the 
durable obstacle to die Bal- 
kan Peninsula's integration 
into Europe.” 

To “play the Milosevic 


card” — as the West has 
been doing, and as the Un- 
ited States does by con- 
tinning to make the Serbian 
president its privileged in- 
terlocutor — has the effect 
of “reunifying the Serbian 
camp around a single 
chief," and will, he argues, 
perpetuate conflict. 

If this had been France's 
policy in 1991 — or that of 
the United States — the 
war might have been stop- 
ped at tiie start. Gne gov- 
ernment determined to 
block or punish military 
aggression in 1991. if only 
by arming and supporting 
the victims, could have 
changed everything. 

Instead there was a vain 
search for European and 
international agreement on 
what, collectively, to do, 
ending in the hapless dis- 
patch of humanitarian aid 
and unwanted mediators. 
Appeasement “added war 
to war," to employ Francois 
Mitterrand’s phrase. 

Appeasement, of aggres- 
sion and adventure is all but 
inevitable when you insist, 
in a situation like this, on 
obtaining unanimous agree- 
ment from 12,15 or. even 
more different govern- 
ments. Current events 


again demonstrate that de- 
cisive action is possible only 
when there is a leader pre- 
pared to define the problem 
and take the initiative and 
responsibility, allowing 
others to follow if they 
want. 

The United States today 
is again Europe's leader; 
there is no other. Both the 
Bush and Clinton adminis- 
trations tried, and failed, to 
convince the European gov- 
ernments to take over 
Europe's leadership. 

However, the Holbrooke 
plan does not mean that the 
United States now is back, 
prepared to resume its old 
role in Europe. It is back 
because Bosnia.* has be- 
come an internal ‘American 
political issue , and a pres- 
idential election 
approaches. Mr. Clinton 
and his people need this 
war out of the wav. 

i* ' , 

If that can ■ be accom- 
plished, the United States 
will turn back towards its 
own problems, which are 
considerable. Europe, once 
again, will be left adrift, i n 
troubled seas and worsen- 
ing international weather. 

Los Angeles Times 


NOT SO long ago, the 
Jordan Times published a 
feature on tbe confusion 
surrounding the Eritrean 
Community in Jordan, 
whether they are Arabs or 
not. For tbe benefit of 
those readers guilty of not 
reading this paragon of 
sober reporting and astute 
analysis as diligently as 
they should, below is a 
recap of the controversy. 

Eritreans are a Hameto- 
Semitic people who speak 
several languages of their 
own, including Tigrf,. 
Tigranya, Beja, Bilein. 
Saho. and Afar. The first 
two derive from tbe classic 
Ge'ez, one of tbe three 
principal living Semitic 
languages. At the same 
time, some Eritreans 
descend from Arab roots. 
Although Arabic is not an 
indigenous tongue, it has 
become, through the 
effects of the Koran, immi- 
gration. and commerce 
one of the two most wide 
ly spoken languages, alon 
with Tigranya. 

If ethnicity and language 
have not •confused the 
question to ' tbe point of 
distraction, politics inter- 
vened to muddle the issue 
further. In the fifties and 
sixties Ethiopia main 
tained close relations with 
Israel. In response, Arabs 
supported the Eritrean 
struggle for independence 
In the seventies and early 
eighties, Arabs became so* 
rich that ‘many Third 
World nations sought to* 
join their ranks. Amon 
the applicants was one of 
the liberation fronts of 
Eritrea; but its application 
remained indefinitely at 
the committee stage. 

Two possible explana- 
tions present themselves 
One, the league is a volun 
tary association of sover- 
eign states, and the.Eritre-* 
an front did not constitute 
a sovereign state, quite 
unlike the PLO, for 
instance* The second was 
perhaps the Arab League’ 
devotion to the cause of 
unity. All members of the 
League, it is well known 
sincerely share an ardent 
eagerness to unite 
matched only by their 
reluctance to take any 
steps towards that goal 
Consequently, that august 
organisation could not set 
the precedent of overtly 
supporting a secessionist 
movement. 

When Asmara, the capi 
tal, was finally liberated 
and Eritrea became inde 
pendent, new political 
realities kept the decision 
on 1 that country’s Arab cre- 
dentials at a comfortable 
distance from the top of 
the agenda: Arabs were 
pot so rich any more, and 
joining them was no 
longer attractive for Eritre- 
ans. Arabs, for their part, 
were too preoccupied with 
the Gulf Crisis to deal with 
Eritrea. Since then, no one 
has felt any urgency to 
address the question. 
Political archives- can be 
like soup in a good-value- 
for-money restaurant; It is 
better not to stir them. 

So, one might ask, why 
waste valuable column 
space discussing the mat- 
ter? Because this confu- 
sion constantly creates 
problems for Eritreans in 
Jordan. - Recently, a mem- 
ber of this co mmu nity 
went to a government 
department to clear some 
papers. The civil servants 
were surprised that he. an 
Arab, did not proudly 
speak the noble tongue of 
his race. When he 
explained that Eritreans 
are not Arabs, since they 
do not benefit by the same 
treatment concerning 
visas, residence permits, 
and work permits as other 
Arab expatriates living in 
Ionian, the officials were 
qpither rude nor hostile 
pensh the thought that 
Jordanian civil servants 
should ever be) but they 
were clearly vexed and 
wounded. Peril aps some 
.clarity would not be amiss. 
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Good for women, not bad for China 

The West has been using this week’s U.N. conference in Beijing for some dubious moralising 


By 'Germaine Greer 

THE STAGING in. Beijing 
of the Fourth U.N. Global 
Conference on Women 
seems doomed to result in 
an absurd debacle. The 
“bad and ragged" U.N. has 
not been congratulated for 
anything that anyone can 
remember; women still can- 
not get themselves taken 
seriously, and the People's 
Republic of China has 
taken over the role of the 
world’s most hated nation. 

In the Seventies, when 
population panic was taught 
in schools, draconian 
Chinese legislation was 
greeted with enthusiasm; 
everybody was relieved that 
the Chinese, too, wanted 
fewer Chinese and were 
prepared to trample rough- 
shod over human rights to 
get them. 

To some observers it was 
obvious that the imposition 
of a one-child rule upon a 
peasant population that had 
barely emerged from a sys- 
tem in which women had 
been the property of men. 
who had the power to treat 
them as slaves, to starve, 
beat and even kill them, 
would lead to appalling 
abuses. Historically, 
peasant populations have 
led lives nasty, brutal and 
short, their only hope cen- 
tred on having sons to carry 
on the line, to till the soil 
and lie beneath. In China, 
where farmers are still often 
buried on their own land, 
the continuum concept was 
even more important than it 
was in Europe. Only a tota- 
litarian government could 
have obliterated at a stroke 
the Chinese peasant's 
reason for living. 

Dynasty having been 
abolished, the rural worker 
toiled for the advancement • 
of his community; when the 
struggle was against famine, 
victory was obvious and re- 
warding. With the liber- 
alisation of agriculture and 
the stirrings of a free mar- 
ket mentality, the rural 
worker is once again 
dreaming his old dream. 

By enforcing population' 
control by a variety of 
pressures exerted with 
varying degrees of ferocity 
at commune level, the 
Chinese have reduced their 
population growth to less 
than 1.4 per cent a year, an 
astonishing achievement, 
but still not enough for the 
bishop who contributed his 
thought for the day to 
Radio 4 on Saturday. The 
very thought that a quarter 
of the world’s population is 
Chinese seemed to fill this 
good gentleman with un- 
ease. If he wanted to illus- 
trate runaway population 
growth, China was the 
worst example he could 
have chosen and yet he 
chose it. The disease’ of the 
millenium looks like being 
Sinophobia and the U.N. 





Conference on Women its 
first casualty. 

In vain the organisers re- 
peat that this is not a con- 
ference on China, but a 
women's conference taking 
place in China simply be- 
cause an Asian venue had 
been decided upon after 
Mexico City and Nairobi, 
and the Chinese made the 
only offer. 

Why they offered is a bit 
of a mystery; some say they 
confidently expected the 
millenium Olympic Games 
and the conference would 
have been a warm-up. 
What is clear now is that the 
Chinese authorities are 
appalled at what they have 
brought upon themselves. 
This is the biggest-ever . 
U.N. conference with 
35.000 delegates in the offi- 
cial conference, not count- 
ing the Forum for Non- 
Governmental Organisa- 
tions (NGO) and the mob 
of accompanying media. 

The Chinese are clearly 
anxious to avoid actual 
physical unpleasantness and 
to accommodate their visi- 
tors in a style they find 
acceptable; both are tall 
orders. The endless de- 
mands for visas and accre- 
ditation have resulted in 
stonewalling and delays as 
the Chinese struggle to 
keep an uncontrollable 
situation under control. 

In the run-up to the con- 
ference the Chinese have 
received serve after serve of 
critical media attention. In 
May the totally unrealistic 
suggestion was made thaY 
the U.N. might have to 


seek another venue for. the 
conference because the 
Chinese had moved the 
NGO Forum to Huairou. 

The Chinese said that the 
original building, the Work- 
ers' Stadium, had de- 
veloped defects that ren- 
dered it unsafe; nobody be- 
lieved them. The move was 
interpreted as an attempt 
drastically to limit NGO ac- 
cess to the conference. As 
the U.K. contingent of 
NGOs to Beijing comprises 
more -than 50 development 
agencies there would 
appear to be some argu- 
ment for imposing some 
kind of a limit; in the event, 
the U.N. refused accredita- 
tion to 493 of the 2 , 000-odd— » 
agencies thar applied. .ThincJu. 
roo, is normal, but’ when *• '’ 
China is in question all be- ■ 
havionrs become sinister. 
The NGO Forum is less 
distance from the confer- 
ence in Beijing than it was 
in Rio, where no fuss was 
made at all.. 

Throughout June, as the 
anniversary of Tiananmen 
approached, the Chinese 
accumulated bad publicity 
by arresting prominent dis- 
sidents. The announcement 
of the new Chinese Law on 
Maternal and infant Care, 
which requires carriers of 
genetic disorders to under- 
go sterilisation as a condi- 
tion of receiving permission 
to marry was greeted in the 
West with outcry. The West 
did not strain at swallowing 
the camel of the one-child 
rule, which limited every- 
body's reproductive rights, 
but it gags on the gnat of 


limiting the reproductive 
rights of carriers of genetic 
disorder. The birth of a 
damaged child in China 
usually results in permission 
to try again, but in com- 
munes in which this will not 
be forthcoming the pressure 
to abandon or do away with 
the child must be ail but 
irresistible. 

What the central govern- 
ment has to consider is that' 
upon the healthv children 
will fall the burden of the 
care of all the non- 
productive members of the 
community. The spectre 
that can be glimpsed behind 
social welfare legislation in 
China is the spectre of the 
famine that used to be en- 
demic; in the coming 
crunch the younger popula- 
tion may not be able to feed 
the longer-lived older gen- 
eration. When freedom 
from hunger in menaced, 
the other freedoms tend to 
matter less. 

China is not the only 
country in which the birth 
of a girl child is viewed as a 
disaster by women as well 
as men. The U.N. has long 
been aware of and has dis- 
. cussed the problem of mil- 
lions of disappearing girl 
children in India and Pakis- 
tan, which is not caused by 
anything as obvious as in- 
fanticide. but by what could 
be called 'differential care'. 
When a girl child falls ill, 
her parents are not moti- 
vated to walk the many 
miles to the clinic or part, 
with hard-earned cash for 
medicine. If she does not 
eat. they will not beggar 


themselves to find some- 
thing she will swallow. She 
will die of illnesses that her 
brother will survive. 

This is not just a question 
of human rights or econo- 
mics but of a cultural sys- 
tem developed out of cen- 
turies of hardship. Govern- 
ments can try to raise the 
status of women by crimina- 
lising dowry and bride- 
price. 'female circumcision, 
prostitution, slavery and 
murder, but ultimately 
women must bring about 
the changes themselves. 
The World Conference is of 
value not to China or the 
U.N., who have merely* fur- 
nished the occasion, but to 
the women who will be 
there and the women who 
sent them. 

The Chinese have onl 
one way of dealing wit! 
Western vociferations ab- 
out their ways of handling 
their own problems and 
that is to ignore them, but 
the chorus has grown so 
loud that the Chinese could 
be understood to be feeling 
something rather like de- 
spair. In July they suc- 
ceeded in getting human- 
rights campaigner Harry 
Wu to confess that he had 
made untrue accusations, 
with the result that U.S. 
congressmen demanded 
sanctions against China. 
Though other observers 

? [uestion some of Mr. Wu’s 
acts, for example that 
there are 20 million people 
in prison camps in China, 
the Chinese attempt to right 
the record — * by arresting 
him for violations of im- 


nly 

ith 


migration law, and televis- 
ing him as he commented 
on TV films based on his 
information — only suc- 
ceeded in convicting the 
Chinese of duress and 
persecution. 

By the beginning of Au- 
gust, the U.S. Senate was 
urging a boycott of the Con- 
ference on Women, using 
the U.N. event quite im- 
properly as a way of ex- 
erting pressure on the 
Chinese. (Nobody sug- 
gested that the U.S. would 
boycott Rio if the Brazilians 
did not began to take en- 
vironmental issues serious- 
ly). The way out was found 
by sentencing Mr. Wu to 15 
years' imprisonment and 
deportation, and deporting 
him at once so that Hillary 
Clinton could go to the con- 
ference after all. It was re- 
ported, unnecessarily, that 
she would have no contact 
with Chinese government 
officials. 

In England, anti-Chinese 
uproar was triggered by the 
transmission of a Channel 4 
documentary called The 
Dying Rooms, which pur- 
ported to portray the plight 
of around one million aban- 
doned children a year in 
China. That the orphanage 
sequences were genuine I 
would not dispute, but, 
population policy being 
both different and dif- 
ferently applied in different 
regions, the prevalence of 
such abuses is difficult to 
estimate. As I travelled a 
year ago from Xinjiang, 
where I saw families of four 


and five children, eastwards 
towards Shanghai, where 
the one-child rule is rigor- 
ously enforced. 1 was told 
repeatedly that in China 
115 boys were bom for ev- 
ery 100 girls. Everyone 
seemed concerned that 
“there are already 50 mil- 
lion surplus males in Chi- 
na.” 

Western observers have 
estimated the shortfall of 
females anywhere between 
15 and 60 million; any such 
figures must be guesses. 
What I was hearing from 
the Chinese was probably 
the result of a government 
propaganda campaign to 
counteract the pronounced 
preference for male chil- 
dren. The new version is 
filled with concern for the 
millions of men who will 
never find a wife and never 
have sons of their own. No 
government wants 15 or 50 
million unattached males 
roaming its streets. 

The response to The 
Dying Rooms was an orgy 
of self-righteous Sinopho- 
bia; the London ‘Evening 
Standard, which does not 
usually trouble itself about 
. Asia or women’s rights but 
is greatly 1 interested in tele- 
vision, rang me to ask for a 
piece condemning China as 
the venue for the World 
Conference on Women. As 
an old U.N. hand who has 
been tearing her' hair for 30 
years over the hypocrisy, 
muddle and compromise 
that is all that the U.N. can 
ever manage, I declined. 
The piece eventually writ- 


ten by Suzanne Moore hsre 
the headline, "How eafl 
women justify this juflfegf fg 
China?", which neatly en- 
capsulated the Evening 
Standard's threefold aim of 
sneering at the U.N,, rigj= 
culing women and ingultjftfi 
■ China. B 

Moore argued that 
“those things which cannot 
be said there look 1 ike being 
far more import.am fftafl 
what it will be permissible 
to debate"; in fact, the 

Chinese authorities will 
, have no power t 0 musle 
the conference or the forum 
once they have convened 
Getting the floor at either 
conference or forum is 
easy; as a veteran of sueh 
conferences I have yet tg 
witness anyone silenced or 
ejected — but I have had to 
listen courteously to the 
likes of Mrs. Marcos end 
Princess Ashraf pretending 
to be concerned for (he 
world's women. 

T radi tionally the 
Women’s Conferences are 
vehicles for the bedmatcs of 
the men in power. The 
U.N., which seldom gets 
any closer to heads of state, 
falls panting into the arms 
of their wives and con- 
cubines. Most of the gov- 
ernment delegates to Beij- 
ing justify their country's 
performance vis-&-vis 
women, and the courtesies 
of the situation demand 
that the other delegates do 
not fall about laughing or 
howl in derision. 

Both U.N. officials and 
the Chinese fear that the 
Conference on Women will 
be turned into a conference - 
on China. In fact there is a 
good deal of overlap be- 
tween the Platform for Ac- 
tion to be agreed by the 
conference and the issues to 
be discussed at the forum. 
As neither conference nor 
forum has any power of 
enforcement, the Platform 
for Action is actually a col- 
lection of guidelines; the 
U.N ..can only say "govern- 
ments should" and never 
"government must". Some 
governments have still to 
ratify the Women’s Con- 
vention of 1975. 

Yet it is no more- true to 
say that Beijing ‘Will be a 
non-event than it would be 
true to say that the sell-out 
stomping and cheering 
What. Women Want Con- 
cert at the Festival Hall on 
Saturday was a non-event. 
Though scented hackertes 
may earn good money for 
reviling the organisers of 
both in the name of their 
own brand of filter-tipped 
feminism, they have missed 
the point. For the 60, 000- 
odd women who will be 
there. Beijing will be a 
blast. And it won't do the 
Chinese any harm either. 

The Independent. 


Trouble brewing in UNRWA 


(Continued from page I) 

Dr. Manasrah urged the 
Jordanian government, the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) and public 
opinion, which contributed 
to prompting UNRWA re- 
verse its decision to shut 
down the faculty, to mobil- 
ise "to get the’ agency to 
cancel mv dismissal." " 

On Sunday UNRWA 
postponed for one year a 
move to suspend new en- 
rolment at the faculty. Mr. 
Turkmen said the decision 
was reached "with the 
understanding that (the 
government and the PNA) 
will convince the donor 
countries to provide the 
necessary financial re- 


sources for an adequate 
financing of the faculty in 
the future." 

A reversal of the decision 
to shut down the college, 
which outraged UNRWA 
workers, was part of the 
demands that were to be 
raised in a strike that the 
agency's employees plan- 
ned to stage Monday. 

However, the strike was 
frozen pending the out- 
come of talks employees’ 
representatives plan to 
hold with Mr. Turkmen, 
who is expected here on 
Sept. 15, UNRWA sources 
said. 

The strike was also to 
press demands for better 
health* education and so- 


cial services as well as im- 
proved terms for end-of- 
service compensation and 
salary increases compatible 
with the rising cost of liv- 
ing. 

A senior source in the 
UNRWA labour commit- 
tee criticised the decision to 
dismiss Dr. Manasrah. 

The source, who spoke 
to the Jordan Times on 
condition of anonymity, 
lashed out at what he’ called 
the "lack of democratic 
practices at UNRWA's up- 
per echelons of power." 
The sources asserted that 
derisions were taken with- 
out consulting with the 
labour committees that 
represents 6.000 UNRWA 
employees in Jordan. 

"The decision to dismiss 


me dean contradicts UN- 
RWA’s endorsement of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights that guaran- 
tees the freedom of ex- 
pression.” said the source. 

The source also said the 
labour committees will take 
all measures to reinstate 
the dean. 

He said that the labour 
committee sent a cable to 
Mr. Turkmen condemning 
the termination of the 
dean’s services. 

Representatives of the 
refugee camps in Jordan 
Sunday sent Mr. Turkmen 
a letter urging him not to 
take any action against Dr. 
Manasrah. saving his pro- 
tests against the closure of 
The college was urged by his 
concern for the well-being 
of refugees. 


NATO resumes air strikes 

(Continued from page I) 


■jj** in Pale, six on nearby 
Mount Jahorina, six more 
around the suburb of Hadzici 
southwest of Sarajevo, and 
one at Hresa, just northeast 
or Sarajevo. 

it did not say what was 
attacked, but claimed that 
there was extensive damage 
and civilian casualties. There 
was no confirmation of the 
claims. 

The attack ended a tense 
standoff following the expira- 
iJ 0n of a NATO-U.N. dead- 
jrJ) e for the Serbs to move 
'about 3 QQ artillery pieces, 
tanks and other heavy 
weapons more than 20 

Sarajevo* 105 outside of 

thP^f 0r ^,? nd f° r hours after 
U N ‘ officials 
could be seen 
Battering weapons in some 


areas. Bui they said the 
movement was insufficient. 

"Our patience is really run- 
ning thin,” U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko said in 
Saraejvo just a couple of 
hours before the strike. 

A statement from NATO 
Secretary General Willy 
Claes said the movements of 
Bosnian Serb weaponry 
‘•were insignificant, and 
therefore judged that the 
Bosnian Serbs had failed to 
comply." 

"We hope that this opera- 
tion will make clear to the 
Bosnian Serbs the futility of 
further military activity," Dr. 
Claes said. 

NATO warplanes roared 
over Sarajevo almost con- 
stantly overnight, but the top 
U.N. official in ex- 
Yugoslavia. Yasushi Akashi. 
said bad weather had ham- 
pered efforts to monitor the 


Serbs. The weather cleared 
Tuesday, allowing officials to 
gauge Serb compliance. 

“We have no reports so far 
that any Serb heavy weapons 
actually left the exclusion 
zone.” said U.N. spokesman. 
Myriam Sochacki in 
Sarajevo. 

Bosnian Serb military com- 
mander General Ratko Mla- 
dic late Monday refused to 
remove his guns. Bui Ms. 
Sochacki said weapons were 
being assembled at four 
Sarajevo suburbs or neigh- 
bourhoods held by the Serbs 
— Ilidza. Hadzici, Grbavica, 
and Lukavica. 

It ■ was possible that the 
Serbs were only moving their 
weapons to areas with a large 
civilian population to deter 
NATO attacks, Ms. Sochacki 
said. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic accused the 
Serbs of planning to “drive 
heavy guns and tanks around 


in circles, hide some of them 
to residential areas, hide 
some of them in woods and 
wait for the momentnm to be 
diluted." 

Ms. Sochacki said at least 
24 heavy weapons — includ- 
ing four tanks, an armoured 
vehicle and an assortment of 
mortars and artillery piece — 
had been removed from the 
Serb-held front-line suburb, 
of Lukavica late Monday. 

However, Ms. Sochacki 
said the weapons did not 
seem to be travelling beyond 
Toplik. about three 
kilometres south of Sarajevo. 

Earlier. Gen. Mladic, the 
rebels' military commander, 
talked tough in a letter re- 
ceived at U.N. headquarters 
just 3’? hours before the II 
p.m. deadline. 

“No one. not even myself, 
has the right to order the 
withdrawal." Gen. Mladic 
wrote. “This is... not in the 
jurisdiction of generals." 


Human rights loom into focus 


(Continued from page 1) 

delegates were splitting into 
working groups on the con- 
ference’s proposed platform. 

The document, to be de- 
bated over the next 10 days, 
calls for steps to alleviate 
women’s poverty and im- 
prove health care, education 
and job opportunities for 
women. 

In the opening salvo of 
what is expected to be a 
major battle; Vatican delega- 
tion head Mary Ann Glendon 
said promoting women's 
aspirations should not come 
ai the expense of “undermin- 
ing their roles within the 
family." 

Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, too, said she 
hoped to see more in the 
comment about the tradition- 
al family. 

. “The more close-knit the 
family is. the more close-knit 
society itself will be." she 
said in an interview with the 
.Associated Press. 

Britain's Baroness Chal- 
ker. minister of state for fore- 
ign affairs, warned the 
gathering of representatives 
from 181 countries not to go 
back on commitments to 
which they signed at the in- 
ternational conference on 
population and development, 
held in Cairo last year. 

"We committed ourselves 
at Cairo to the advancement 
and empowerment of 
women, the elimination of all 
kinds of violence against 
women, and women’s right to 
control their fertility'." Ms.’ 
Chalker said. 

“We must endorse these 
commitments here at the 
World Conference on 
Women. These cannot be re- 


negotiated now." 

Those countries opposing 
the liberals, diplomats said, 
are a loose alliance of con- 
servatives that have placed 
the Vatican in the same camp 
as the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and include ardently 
pro-Roman Catholic and 
Muslim states. 

The conservatives are un- 
ited in their objections to 
liberal wording in the main 
document of the conference 
on such issues as access to 
birth control and abortion. 
The Muslim states, mean- 
while. are also concerned ab- 
out its insistence on women’s 
equality, saying that the in- 
terpretation may conflict with 
Islamic law/ 

None of the main con- 
servative protagonists had 
spoken on Monday, although 
most of the tough debatin^is 
likely to go on in committees, 
out of public view, diplomats 
said. 

The speech by the Vati- 
can’s representative express- 
ed no open opposition to 
abortion, other than to assail 
it as a “tragic” event, and 
stressed instead the values of 
motherhood and family and 
male responsibility. 

Another trouble spot is 
money, with the world's 
poorer nations making a 
familiar clamour for help 
from wealthier states to set 
vital programmes for women, 
such as health and education, 
in motion. 

“The reality is that many of 
the states in .the developing 
world will require -sup- 
plementary resources to help- 
their people help, them- 
selves." said Philippine Sena- 
tor Leticio Ram os-Shah ani. 
speaking for a loose group of 
132 developing countries. 


Libya: Palestinians 
welcome expulsion 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libya 
said on Tuesday Palestinians 
in the Libyan city of Bengha- 
zi welcomed the Libyan deri- 
sion to send them back to 
their homeland. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), which runs 
the self-rule areas in Gaza 
and Jericho have condemned 
the expulsions and individual 
Palestinians have also com- 
plained of the disruption to 
their lives and the treatment 
ihey receive on the journey. 

But the official Libyan 
news agnecy JANA quoted a 
messag^e to Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi from the 
Palestinian community in 
Benghazi as saying they fully 
supported him. 

Colonel Qadhafi said on 
Saturday that the idea of 
sending the Palestinians 

home was to expose ihe fai- 
lure of the self-rule agree- 
ments between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

The message to Col. 
Qadhafi. for which JANA 
mentioned no signatories. 


said; "We support a mass 
return to Palestine, not just 
to expose'capitulationist solu- 
tions but also to fan the 
flames of popular revolution. 

“We declare we are fully 
prepared to carry out all the 
programmes you see fit as a 
way to go back to our home- 
land. We are your loyal disci- 
>ples.” 

Palestinian officials said on 
Sunday that 450 expelled 
Palestinians had been 
stranded on the Libyan- 
Egyprian border for the past 
10 days. Libya and Egypt 
have not commented. 

It was not known how many 
Palestinians live in. Benghazi, 
which is on the Mediterra- 
nean coast east of the capital 
Tripoli, or whether thev were 
among those Col. Qadhafi 
threatened to expel Friday. 

In September. Col. Qadha- 
fi said he would throw out 
Palestinians and then expel- 
led a few hundred in Decem- 
ber. An undisclosed number 
were deported last month. 


Syria says pessimism justified 


(Continued from page 1) 

negotiations between the two 
countries. 

In a possible sign of redou- 
bled American efforts to spur 
the talks, meanwhile, Israel's 1 
Channel Two TV reported 
Monday that the United 
States is proposing March 
1996 as a target date for 
reaching agreement. 

To date, Israel and Syria 
have avoided setting formal 


target dates in their foui 
negotiation. But U.S. offi- 
cials have said it was essential 
to reach agreement by the 
end of 1995. 

Israeli government officials 
could not confirm the report. 
■ Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres told reporters the 
Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
appear "more cloudy than 
before," 
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S. top, Japan plunges in 
world competitiveness league 


GENEVA i'R) — The Un- 
ited States, powered by 
newlv-aggressive industry, is 
easily the world's most com- 
petitive economy but a vib- 
rant Singapore is hot on its 
heels, an authoritative study 
said Tuesday. 

With the two leaders pull- 
ing away from the rest. Hong 
Kong comes in third, but 
Japan h.as dropped into 
fourth place due to its econo- 
mic woes and a general crisis 
of confidence, according to 
the annual World Competi- 
tiveness Report. 

The report, whose assess- 
ments are widely used around 
the globe as a guide for busi- 
ness and investment, is issued 
by the Lausanne Internation- 
al Institute for Management 


Development and the 
Geneva-bsed World Econo- 
mic Forum. 

The gap between a resur- 
gent United States, which re- 
captured the lead in 1994. 
and a declining Japan which 
had previously held the top 
competitiveness spot for nine 
years, "is widening even 
’more." the wide-ranging 
study said. 

Switzerland, in fifth place, 
leads European countries in a 
league table covering the 
world's top 48 economies. 
Included for the first time. 
China comes in at 34th and 
Russia is last. 

Competitiveness in Asia in 
general, the report said, was 
booming with China and In- 
dia showing tremendous 


Energy minister 
postpones visit to Iraq 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s energy 
minister has postponed a 
scheduled visit to Iraq to 
discuss building an oil pipe- 
line because ties between the 
two countries have become 
tense, industry sources said 
Tuesday. 

The sources said worsening 
political ties could also affect 
long-term plans to build an 
oil refinery at the port of 
Aqaba which would partly 
rely on Iraqi oil. 

Samih Darwazah was due 
in Baghdad in late August to 
meet his Iraqi counterpart 
but postponed the visit after 
Jordan gave asylum to two 
: op level Iraqi defectors and 
Nine Hussein criticised the 
Iraqi regime in a televised 
speech. ” 

Iraq remains Jordan's only 
oil supplier though Amman is 
now looking for alternative 
supplies in case of disrup- 
tions. It sends by tankeT 
trucks about 3.2 million- ton- 
nes of crude annually and 
about one million tonnes of 
derivatives — an equivalent 
of about 75.000 barrels per 
day (bid). 

Mr. Darwazah , who visited 
Baghdad earlier this year, has 
been discussing with Iraq 
building a pipeline to carry 
oil to the Zarqa refinery and 
slash the S10 per tonne cost 
of shipping it by iony. 

Over 2.000 tankers ply the 
crossr border route every day. 

But industry officials said 
the pipeline project was now 
in question, as are plans for a 
S2 billion offshore refinery 
close to the Red Sea port of 


Aqaba. 

Though not relying exclu- 
sively on Iraqi crude. ' the 
project could become less 
attractive to foreign investors 
who have based calculations 
on cheap Iraqi supplies in a 
post sanctions era. 

Jordan has been totally de- 
pendent on Iraq for oil since 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia 
stopped pumping an esti- 
mated 40,000 b/d of crude 
through the Tapline pipeline 
in September 1990 to punish 
Jordan for its pro-Iraqi sym- 
pathy during the Gulf crisis. 

Washington wants Jordan 
to stop buying Iraqi oil. one 
of Baghdad's few sources of 
income from abroad since 
sanctions were imposed in 
1990- 

Diplomats have reported 
repair work on the Saudi 
pipeline that use to carry oil 
to Jordan in the past in recent 
days but officials from Jordan 
ana Saudi firm ARAMCO 
have said this is simply part of 
a routine maintenance prog- 
ramme. 

Jordan pays market prices 
for 25,000 b/d of the crude oil 
minus $1 barrel for trucking 
transportation shouldered by 
Amman, and for another 
25,000 b/d of petroleum pro- 
ducts. 

The rest of the oil is .at 
undisclosed concessionary 
terms believed to pay for 
Jordanian exports. 

An estimated $400 million 
is deposited every year in an 
escrow account at Jordan's 
central bank to pay Jordanian 
firms for food and medicine 
tracked to Baghdad under 
terms approved by the Un- 
ited Nations. 


potential. "The dynamism of 
East Asia remains stagger- 
ing.” it added with Hong 
Kong strong and Taiwan 
surging from 18th to 11th in 
the table. 

Malaysia came in 21st. with 
South Korea 24th. Thailand 
26th. Indonesia 33rd and the 
Philippines 35th. underlining, 
the report said, "the more 
difficult task of devleoping 
the competitiveness of 
heavily-popuiated coun- 
tries." 

Latin America was moving 
strongly into the competitiv- 
ity scene through Chile (20), 
Argentina (29th). Peru 
(32nd) and Colombia (36th). 
But South Africa, the only 
sub-Saharan African country 
in the league, dropped from 
35th to 42nd place. 

Compilers of the study de- 
fine international competi- 
tiveness as the ability of a 
country "to proportionally 
generate more wealth than its 
competitors in world mar- 
kets" and this year tapped 
the views of 3.292 top execu- 
tives 3round the globe. 

The assessments are based 
on eight factors, from domes- 
tic economic strength 


through government policies 
affecting competilivity to in- 
frastructure and people, or 
the availability and qualifica- 
tions of a country's human 
resources. 

Professor Stephane Garel- 
li. director of the project, 
said the U.S. revival had 
three prime sources. 

These were "strong resili- 
ence in the economy thanks 
to deregulation and privatisa- 
tion programmes, leadership 
in new technologies — such 
as computers, telecom- 
munications. bio-engineering 
— and services, and strict 
control on the operating costs 
of enterprises, in particular 
labour costs." 

Japan's decline, it said, 
"seems to be socially rather 
than just economically re- 
lated. which means that the 
challenge will lie in the coun- 
try's ability to reform itself." 

Germany ranked sixth, the 
Netherlands seventh and De- 
nmark ninth in the league. 
But France stood 17th and 
Britain ISth while among 
southern EU members Spain 
was in 28th position. Italy 
30th and Portugal 31st. with 
Greece a poor 43rd. 


Arabs to resume talks 
next week on boosting 
internal trade 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab economy ministers will 
meet in Cairo next week to 
resume talks on boosting 
flagging trade among their 
countries as part of long- 
standing attempts to inte- 
grate their economies, a Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
official was quoted Tnesday 
as saying. 

The ministers from the 22- 
member Arab League will 
discuss proposals to increase 
commercial exchanges 
reached at a conference held 
in Cairo in June, said Abdul 
Raouf Mubarak, economy 
and trade ministry under- 
secretary. 

“The theme of this 56th 
session of the Arab Economic 
and Soda] Council will be 
how to boost inter-Arab 
trade. It will focus on a num- 
ber of proposals -and recom- 
mendations in this regard,* 1 
he told A1 Ittibad daily. 

The September 11-14 talks 
would also cover a joint Arab 
address at the upcoming 
meeting of the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund. 

Arab states have been 
locked in efforts to activate 
internal trade, hit by customs 


barriers, political rifts, and 
financial and economic prob- 
lems. 

Trade has remained below 
10 per cent of the total Arab 
'trade despite the creation of 
the region’s first major com- 
mercial financing mechanism 
— the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Trade Financing Prog- 
ramme. 

The $500 million fund, set 
up by the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) four years ago, 
has provided nearly $450 mil- 
lion in credits for internal 
trade transactions, far behind 
its annual capacity of $1 bil- 
lion. 


World’s poorer countries call for 
cash for women ’s programmes 



BEIJING (AFP) — The 
world's poorer countries 
made an appeal here Tuesday 
for wealthy states to Help 
fond women’s programmes^ 
including a scheme whereby 
debt would be wiped out in 
order to finance a project. 

"The reality is that many of 
the states in the developing 
world will require sup- 
plementary resources to help 
their people help them- 
selves.” said Philippine Sena- 
tor Tericia Ramos-Shahani. 
speaking for the group at the 
U.N. World Conference on 
Women here. 

"We call on the industrial- 
ised countries to be forth- 
coming and lead in giving 
women what has long been 
due to them." she added. 

Among the ideas she out- 
lined was to channel money 
from “international financial 
institutions" as well as bi- 
lateral and multilateral de- 
velopment agencies to help 
set up programmes linked 
with the conference's hoped- 
for blueprint, a "Platform for 
Action.” 

But she added, "the possi- 


bility of coming up with 
‘schemes such as debt swaps- 
for women's programmes and 
other innovative schemes 
must be explored." 

The Platform for Action 
document faring - the U.N. 
conference, which opposed in 
Beijing on Monday, hopes to 
suggest specific ways in which 
states can eliminate discri-’ 
mination against women in 
terms of the law, their work- 
ing lives and health and. 
education. 

The concept of a similar 
“debt for nature" swap has 
been in existence since the 
late 1980s. in which debts are 
pardoned in exchange for ac- 
tion to protect the environ- 
ment. such as reforestation. 

But the idea has seen re- 
latively few baters among 
creditor countries, some of 
whom are sceptical about the 
ability of debtors to manage 
such programmes effectively. 

The Philippines is current 
chairman of the group, an- 
informal bloc called the- 
Group of 77 and China, 
which in fan comprises 132 


nations. 

Finance is likely to be one 
of the . most contentions 
issues, along with fertility 
control and the principle of. 
equality for women, being 
debated among the 181 Lfo- 
ited Nations stares here. 

Meanwhile, some 1.000 
women from 15 countries 
Tuesday staged one of the 
largest demonstrations yet 
held at the global grassroots 
forum for women here, de- 
manding and end to racism, 
sexism and fundamentalism. 

Led by the Caucus of 
Grassroots-Based Women's 
Organisations, the activists 
demanded the dissolution of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank, blaming the two in- 
stitutions for exacerbating 
the plight of poor women. 

"The protest is to highlight 
the role that imperialism, 
through international institu- 
tions such as the IMF and the 
World Bank, plays in pushing 
the poverty of working 
women worldwide to its 
lowest level." said Liza 


Maza. secretary-general for 
Gabriela. an international- 
alliance of women's organisa- 
tions which initially convened ■ 
the caucus. 

"We want an end to rac* 
ism. sexism and fundamental- 
ism. which victimise women 
more intensely and impinge 
on women's rights and free- 
dom. land rights for indige- 
nous and peasant women and 
a general enhancement of the 
quality of life." Ms. Maza 
said. 

The caucus blamed the 
structural adjustment prog- 
rammes instituted by the two 
development institutions for 
the rising incidence of traf- 
ficking in women and migrant^ 
labour. 

Ms. Maza called for an end 
to the "ruthless imperialist 
exploitation -of the world's 
people, particularly women." 

Gabriela includes an 
alliance of women's organisa-: 
lions from the Philippines’ 
and representatives from- 
Brazil. Canada. Denmark. 
Egypt. Germany. India.. 
Japan. Netherlands. Pakistan 
and the United States. 


French 
budget gap 
deepens 

PARIS (AFP) — The Frendh 
budget deficit deepened 
sharply in the first half of this 
year to 228 billion francs 
($45.6 billion) which was 69 
billion francs more than the 
Figure in June 1994, the 
budget ministry said Mon- 
day. The deficit had 
worsened mainly because in- 
come from privatisation had 
been less than the figure in 
the first half of last year when 
revenue from privatisation 
had been considerable, the 
ministry said. In the first half 
of last year the sale of shares 
in the UAP insurance com- 
pany and in the Elf oil com- 
ny had raised 50 billion 



ACROSS 
1 One of a Latin 
trio 

5 Dinner cxiurse 
10 — homol 

14 — in (deceive) 

15 Enraged 

16 Marsh bird 

17 "Rodeo" 

20 Single 

21 Acting org. 

22 Column type 

23 "Peter Pan" 
character 

24 Patois 

26 Esteemed 

29 Manacles 

30 Qum's land 

31 Large pleasure 
boat 

32 Droop 
35 "Rodeo" 

39 DDE's command 

40 Helen's 
abductor 

41 Emphatic 

agreement 

42 Watches 
surreptitiously 

45 Travel bag 
45 Egg holders 
48 Rebel 
49 Irish Rose" 

50 Mona — 

51 Hit the slopes 
54 "Rodeo" 

58 Gotcha! 

59 More unusual 

60 Bum balm 

61 Loch — 

62 Ripenere 

63 Chapel seating 

DOWN . 

1 Woody's boy 

2 Lovers' light 

5 Church section 
* Hyson 

o — , sealed and 
delivered 

6 V^jnlain ridge 

7 Refrain syllables 
B Devoured 

9 — Plaines 

10 Names like 
Flynn’s 

11 Actor Michael 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


12 Municipal 

13 Vote in 

18 Christen 

19 Crown 

23 "Song — Blue- 

24 Tapered seams 

25 Actress 
Swenson • 

26 Evil conduct 

27 Smell — (be 
leery) 

28 French 
composer 

29 Foundation 

31 British 
cowsheds 

32 Kind of rig 

. 33 Thirst quenchers 

34 Dancer Kelly 

36 Place side by 
side 

37 Weather word 

38 Lose color 

42 Memorial 
columns 

43 Eyeshades 


[>lR| 


□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□QQ 
□□□□ 
□DD 
0 □□□ 
□UULJU □□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□a 
□□□□□ omasa 
□msa □ 


□Q 

„ as 
□ms 


1 | 0)S)K 

O A 


■a 

□OEQQ 

■OSH 


III*] 


44 Hurry-up letters 

45 Rough shelter 

46 Belittle 

47 Netties 

48 Kitchen gadget 
50 Musical 

instrument 


51 Vendition 

52 Be acquainted 
with 

53 Unlucky date 

55 Song syllable 

56 Purse 

57 Circuit 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasberggn 



Tm not surprised! All week you’ve 
been behaving like a blooming idiot!” 


Lebanon raises interest rates 


BEIRUT (R) — The Bank of 
Lebanon raised interest rates 
sharply Tuesday for the 
second time in a week in what 
dealers said was an attempt 
to discourage flight from the 
Lebanese lira during an up- 
surge of political tension. 

The bank raised its re- 
purchase agreement rate — 
the rate at which government 
repays loans, in other words 
— ro 100 per cent from 50 per 
cent after increasing it from 
30 per cent last Wednesday. 

Commercial banks fol-- 
iowed immediately by raising 
their overnight rate to 75 per 


cent from 50 per cent. 

"It's preventive, to main- 
tain stability of the Lebanese 
currency and interest in it.” a 
foreign exchange dealer who 
asked not to be identified 
said of the repo rate increase. 

"It is to discourage people 
from switching to U.S. dol- 
lars and make it more attrac- 
tive for them to stay in 
Lebanese liras," he added. 

He said the main cause of 
political tension was Leba- 
non's presidential election 
due in November at the end 
of President Elias Hrawi’s 
six-year term. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


! PYLSH 


« 




OMBTtaalMScncB. fct 


NEI 

LLK 






DRII 

BLE 

L_ 


lE 


VESPI 

L 

_E 

_ 



□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Prints avert,**: XXlJU 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GAUDY MOSSY BUTTON ENMITY 
Answer What a cleaning lady can cost— 

A TIDY SUM 


Peanuts 





UJHEN I LOOK AT A 
CACTU5 SHADOW. I CAN 
TELL WHAT TIME IT IS. 
WHAT THE TEMPERATURE 
IS, ANP WHATTHE WEATHER 
WILL BE TOMORROW 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 



"The election issue is 
weighing on everybody's 
minds." the dealer said. “The 
central bank's action is an 
indication that there is (poli- 
. ticai) tension and they expect 
people to switch currencies." 

Indecision and uncertainty, 
and repeated clashes between 
Prime Minister Hariri and 
Parliament Speaker Berri. 
have caused a steady drain on 
the Bank of Lebanon’s re- 
serves as it sells several mil- 
lion dollars daily to Lebanese 
switching out of the local 
currency. 

In addition, some news- 
papers say the government's 
massive budget deficit and 
the national debt are under- 
lying inflationary factors that 
also threaten the stability of 
the lira on purely economic 
grounds. 

! HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
I DAY, SEPTEMBER 6. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Aslroio- - 
ger, Carroll Righter Astrological 
Foundation 

ARIES:- (March 21 to April ' 

19) You are highly enthused r . 
and can get fine ideas and 
make plans for a more' 
prosperous future for you to 
make great progress. 

TAURUS! (April 20 to May . 

20) Now you understand how 
to get some plan working in a 
most successful way, but 
avoid an easily provoked . 
partner this evening. 

•GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) You are inspired just how 1 
to gain the wishes which • 
motivate you, but forget 
tasks this evening which can " 
bring problems. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 7 
22 to July 21) Put that new , 
system to work which will ■ 
make your career duties ' 
much easier to handle. Be 7 
sure to get the OK of a 
bigwig. . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) •_ 
New conditions are now in - 
the offing so accept them and . 
stop adhering to the old and . 
obsolete. Make as many new 
contacts as you can. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to * 
September 22) Use a more - 
modem angle in handling 
business affairs and you get - 
better results. Forget outside 
visiting and spend time with • 
mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
.October 22) Make new 
agreements with associates * 
and you can come to a better 
understanding with them. r ’ 
Don’t commit yourself. .-.f 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to : 
November 21) Try to find a ,n 
more modern system for > : -s 
handling your tasks today so. . 
that it becomes easier, faster a 
and more successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November " 
22 to December 21) Partners ^ 
may have fine ideas which -*’ J 
should be listened to and' :n 
gone along with. Tonight ■" 
steer clear of any plotting. :f ' 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Change your *- 
attitude at home today and ~ 
establish more harmonv in 
that vital realm of your exist- 
ence. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) This is a good 
day to attend important 
meetings and keep appoint- 
ments, but don’t expea to get . ‘ 
a favour from a bigwig this 
evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Make a plan so ■ 
that you can gain more •' 
prosperity today. Rest up and 
do nothing this evening but 
watch TV or read. 


/ 
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Restaurants 
for eating , 
nightclubs 
for fun 

A COMMITTEE repre- 
senting the Ministry of In- 
terior, the Amman Govemo- 
rate. the Amman Police 
Directorate and the Ministry 
of Toorism is currently recon- 
sidering die structure of res- 

?! tau rants and nightclub in the 
capital. The committee will 
supervise the functions of res- 
taurants and nightclubs under 
new basis and regulations, 
the most important of which 
is to separate the activities of 
both businesses. Restaurants 
will not be allowed to take on 
the role of nightclubs and any 
restaurants wishing to offer 
nighttime entertainment will 
be converted to a nightclub. 
The Ministry of Interior and 
the Amman Governorate 
have recently restricted giv- 
ing permissions to artists 
working in restaurants but 
yesterday (Monday) decided 
to continue issuing permit as 
usual .(Al Ra’i). 

☆☆ THE AMMAN Bank for 
Investment (ABI) has 
reached an advanced stage in 
negotiations for a merger 
with a large banking, institu- 

- Son.- The manager of the, 
bank said that although the' 
ABI lost ID 1.6 million as a 
result of selling its share in 
Rum company, the market 
value of the ABI share 
should be much higher than 
the current trading price. He 
added that the bank was 
planning to buy real estate 
worth JD 2.S million in the 

' heart of Amman (Al Aswaq). 

THE HEAD of the com- 
munity colleges department 
at the Ministry of Higher: 
Education said that some col*i 
leges will not be accepting 
applications for this year, im- 
plicitly meaning that the 
founding management of 
these colleges have opted to 
close their institutions. 
Saying that the closures could 
have been for economic 
reasons, he named the col- 
leges as follows: The Nation- 
al College, the Jordanian 
Community, Petra, Jerash 
and the Hotel College (Al 
Aswaq). 

☆☆ A NEW gas well was 
discovered south of Al 
Risheh gas field and it is 
highly probable that other 
wells .will be discovered to 
make the new field another 
source providing the King- 
dom with gas, the minister of 
energy and mineral resources 
said. He indicated that the 
newly-established National 
Oil Company would continue' 
searching for gas in the same 
area. The minister said that 
Jordan’s post-2000 strategy in 
the energy sector aims at 
providing industries, electric 
power stations and Amman 
houses with gas for operating 
and heating purposes from 
local sources as well as from 
Qatar and Egypt (Al Dus- 
tour). 

-V* INSPECTORS OF mar- 
ket prices issued 1,400 viola- 
tion notices during last 
month, 400 more than the 
notices given in July 1994. As 
a result of intense inspec- 
tions, 222 violations notices 
were issued to commercial 
stores ' selling stationery and 
school outfits for students, 
165 notices to poultry shops, 
308 to vegetable and fniit 
outlets, 280 to restaurants 
Mid 45 to bakeries. All viola- 
tion notices were for raising 
prices and cheating (Al 
Aswaq). 

** STATISTICS FROM 
the Ministry of Labour show 
that during the first eight 
month; of this year, a total of 
9,135 industrial accidents 
occurred leading to JD 9.1 
million in direct losses and 
JD 91.3 million in indirect 
tosses. The director of the 
occupational safety depart- 
ment at the Ministry of 
i-abour attributed the high 
number of accidents to the 
increasing number of estab- 
lishments and to high rate of 

- jtaff turnover. He noted that 
“ per cent of all those who 
were affected by industrial 
accidents were new workers. 
The director said foreign 
labourers hired to do jobs 
mey cannot handle well was 
another cause for work aeri- 
als (Al Aswaq). 


Saudis spend $242 m on 
advertising in 7 months 

^ANAMA. Bahrain (AP) — Saudi Arabia spent 908 million 
nyals ($24_ million) .on advertising in the first seven months of 
this year, a four per cent hike over the equivalent period last 
year, the Saudi Gazette newspaper has reported. 

The English-language daily quoted Bakheet A! Hammad, 
chairman of the Al Bayan Agency, as saying total spending for 
the January-July period in 1994 was 871 million rivals ($232 
million). 

Mr. Hammad S3id the increase stemmed from a growing 
awareness among businessmen of the importance of advertis- 
ing in marketing products and. boosting sales. 

He noted that the kingdom's advertising market is the 
biggest in the Middle East and now has a growth rate of 10 per 
cent a year. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.3402/12 

Canadian dollar 

1.4648/58. 

Deutschemarks 

1.6412/22 

Dutch guilders 

1.2018/28 

Swiss francs 

30.13/17 

Belgian francs 

5.0553/03 

French francs 

l626;0/7.'0 

Italian lire 

97.95/05 

Japanese yen 

7.3060/60 ■ 

Swedish crowns 

6.4040/90 

Norwegian crowns 

5.6823/73 

Danish crowns 

$1.5542/52 - 


$379.25/379.75 



Lufthansa Group raises 
first-half revenue by 5.1 % 

BONN — The Lufthansa group returned a first-half profit 
in 1995 of DM 1S9 million before taxes and net variation of 
special items. This represents an improvement of DM 54 
million or 40 per cent on the year-earlier level. 

A sharp rise in sales coupled with a tight rein on costs 
spurred the improvement on the earnings front. Passenger 
numbers in the first half rose by 11.3 per cent to 19.6 
million and cargo tonnage by 17.9 pier cent to 787.000 
tonnes. This brought a further improvement in utilisation 
of available capacities. The overall load factor rose by 1.4 
percentage points to 69.8 per cent, the best-ever first-half 
figure in Lufthansa history. 

Revenues increased by '5.1 per cent to DM 9.2 billion. 
Average yield per passenger and per tonne of air height 
again declined owing to the weakness of key currencies. 
Compared with the first-half last year, average per passen- 
ger yields fell by five per cent in the first six monrhs and by 
eight per cent per tonne in the cargo business. Prompt 
measures, like price adjustments or concentrar/on on 
high-value market segments . were taken to counteract the 
strengthening of the DM: These measures considerably- 
lessened the impact of declining earnings from internation- 
al business activities. 

The weakening of key currencies substantially depressed 
the first-half results as a result of foreign exchange losses 
and provisions for leasing liabilities totalling about DM 150 
million. They were almost completely offset' by book 
profits from the sale of aircraft amounting to DM 139 
million. 


Investors 
turn their 
back on 
Olivetti 

MILAN (R) — Italian inves- 
tors have given a resounding 
thumbs down to Olivetti, a 
company once hailed as a 
marvel of Italian high-tech 
flair, and share analysts see 
no early end to its woes in 
sight. 

The loss-making group, 
whose shares have slumped 
on the Milan Stock Exchange 
this week, has been pinning 
hopes of a recovery over the 
next few years on a mobile 
telecommunications venture, 
railed Omnitel Prontoitalia, 
scheduled for launch in the 
winter. 

But mounting losses in per- 
sonal computers, one of the 
traditional mainstays of the 
Olivetti business, have trig- 
gered a collapse in confi- 
dence among investors who 
believe that the company 
shows signs of having lost its 
way. 

“The question people are 
asking is what this company 
wants to look like in five 
years’ time or even just next 
year. The answer is .not 
clear," said a London-based 
stockbroker who asked not to 
be identified. 

The company has piled up 
cumulative losses of 2.2 tril- 
lion lire (SI. 4 billion) in four 
years. 

Investors say they are also 
losing patience with repeated* 
assurances by Olivetti that 
the company is about to re- 
cover, which have not been 
borne out by events. 

“We have gone through 
Olivetti promising us im- 
provements for five years and 
they have not delivered,” 
said Marie-Christine Keith, 
an equities analyst at brokers 
James Capel in London. 

Olivetti's. foil from favour 
has been accompanied by 
growing disenchantment with 
the group’s chairman. Carlo 
de Benedetti, who in his hey- 
day in the mid-1980s was one 
of the darlings of the Italian 
stock exchange. 

“Carlo de Benedetti has 
lost a lot of favour from the 
market,” said a telecom- 
munications industry analyst 
wirh- an-mvestraent-bank in- 
London. 

■ “Tlfi^rack record of what 
the company says and what it 
then achieves has not been 
good. There is a huge credi- 


Worldwide gold sales hit record 
level in first half of ’95 — report 


LONDON (AFP) — Jewel- 
lery fabrication in India, the 
world’s largest gold importer, 
and in South East Asia 
helped to push up global gold 
sales to a record level in the 
first half of 1995, according to 
London-based consultancy. 

Gold purchases across the 
world, m the form of jewel- 
lery, coins or bars, reached a 
record 1,793 tonnes in the 
first six months of 1995, re- 
search group Gold Fields 


Mineral Services (GFMSl re- 
ported Tuesday. 

According to the study, the 
soaring level of “physical de- 
mand” for gold has been 
largely driven by higher pro- 
duction of gold jewellery in 
India and South East Asia. 

Imports by Japan, howev- 
er, also grew rapidly. Hie 
yen’s strength against the dol- 
lar made gold much cheaper, 
and the Japa'nese began 
buying far larger quantities of 


precious metals after the 
Kobe earthquake. 

They were encouraged by 
the fact that those inhabitants 
of the city who held stock 
certificates mainly lost their 
savings, while those holding 
precious metals had more 
success in finding their nest 
egg among the ruins of their 
houses. 

In Europe, GFMS said that 
those countries with hard cur- 


rencies bought “a significant x 
tonnage” of gold, while die 
United States investment 
funds “adopted a more or 
less neutral position.” 

On the supply side, worl- 
dwide mining production was 
one per cent down at 1,110 
tonnes in the first half of the 
year. Output declined in all 
four large Western gold pro- 
ducers: .South. Africa, the 
U.S., Australia and Canada. 


J 8 e 

bility gap." the London- 
based stockbroker com- 
mented. 


Egyptian 
industry 
wary of EU 
partnership 


CAIRO (R) — The chief 
representative of Egyptian 
industry said a draft “part- 
nership” agreement between 
Egypt and the European Un- 
ion (EU) gave the Europeans 
unfair, advantages and 
ignored the principle of recip- 
rocity. 

- Mohammad Farid Khamis, 
president of the Federation 
of Egyptian Industries, in an 
article published in the gov- 
ernment newspaper Al 
Ahram, said the draft was 
really a covert attempt to 
protect the EU from com- 
petition. 

Mr. Khamis said he ob- 
jected in particular to the way 
the present draft sets rules of 
origin for manufactured pro- 
ducts. 

He said the Europeans 
wanted to set un upper limit 
for the proportion of the 
value of a product contri- 
buted by materials imported 
from outside Egypt, instead 
of setting a lower limit for the 
value added locally in the 
manufacturing process. 

“It is no secret to us that 
the criterion set by the Euro- 
pean Union has been special- 
ly designed to maximise the 
advantage of the European 
side, flouting the first princi- 
ples of mutual interests," he 
added. . _ _ 

. If Egypt signed the agree- 
' fnent' in its present' form. It 
would lose any relative 
advantage it has through low 
labour costs, because the 
lower the final cost of a pro- 
duct. the lower the value of 
the components that could 
come from abroad, he said. 


AMMAJST FIMANCXJU, KAXK&T 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AIMAH - SHMBISAMI 
T&LEPHOMS: 607171 / 607170 

ORGANIC® MARKET SHARE WUCB LIST FOR TOSEOAY 05/09/1995 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK Pic 

JORDAN NATIONAL RANX 

BARK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT HANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE BOUSING BASK 

JORDAN KUWAIT NARK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

UNION BASK FOR SAVING & INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INVE S TM ENT & PZ SAUCE BANK 

BEIT ELKAL SAVXNC&XlfVBSTHSNT FOR MOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


NO. OP 
SHARES 
TRADED 

1020 

2665 

2507 

7970 

BOO 

1300 

12368 

1559 

224 

1000 

2200 

58700 

2450 

94663 


3B4 

IsT 


VALVE 

TRADED 

JD 


PREV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICK 


234120 

229.500 

228.250 

11067 

4.500 

4,490 

8523 

3.400 

3.400 

9278 

1.170 

1.160 

2008 

2.500 

2.510 

7403 

5.700 

5.690 

343S2 

2.780 

2.760 

bB31 

3.700 

3.740 

907 

4.130 

4.050 

4000 

4.000 

4.000 

7079 

. 3.250 

3.200 

50230 

.990 

.990 

3610 

1.550 

1.550 

380745 

INDEX NUMBER! 18S 


CHANCE 


I -0.44* 


1001 

1001 


2.610 2.620 

INDEX NUMBER: 135.21 
ORANGE s +0.05* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

18407 

30001 

1.G30 

1.530 

JORDAN H2MEB MUIRKAL 

100 

■ 250 

2.500 

2.500 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

1000 

5500 

5.500 

5.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

1300 

3539 

2.700 

2.730 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

597 

2245 

2.060 

2.090 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

250 

250 

1.030 

1.000 

UNITED KIDDLE BAST fi COMMODORE HOTELS 

2600 

5836 

2.240 

2.250 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT S EDUCATION 

7200 

22939 

3.1B0 

3.190 

BARRA PRIVATE UMIVEBSITI 

1450 

1946 

1.340 

1.350 


SERVICES SECTOR 

33004 

72405 

INDEX NUMBER: 126.24 
CHANGE : +0.171 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

1981 

7260 

3.680 

3.670 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

1117 

3360 

' 3.000 

3.010 

THE ARAB POTASH 

750 

3711 

4.950 

4.950 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFTNSKT 

1159 

10935 

.9.430 

9.400- 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

20250 

313BB 

1.S3D 

1.550 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 5 AGRICULTURAL 

2801 

6896 

3.180 

3.160 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

5264 

26696 

5.050 

5.030 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

5DD 

128D 

1 2.520 

2.560 

JORDAN PAPER & CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

150 

600 

3.900 

4.000 

THE PUBLIC MIN INC 

1000 

3000 

3.000 

3.000 

DAR AL DAWK DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 

2430 

10315 

7.580 

7.500 

ARAB ALUMINIUM IRDOSTRX 

2400 

13097 

5.360 

5.460 • 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

142750 

77078 

.930 

.540 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

1750 

2417 

1.390 

1.360 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

52450 

53380 

1.020 

1.010 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CSEMXGAL INDUSTRIES 

1000 

1970 

2.000 

1.970 

aladdir Industries 

soo 

3452 

4.200 

4.360 

NATIONAL CABLE fi WIRE MANUFACTURING 

200 

B94 

4.540 

4.540 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. & CHBSGCAL6 

950 

2064 

2.150 

2.170 

KAHTHER INVESTMENT 

1800 

2900 

1.560 

1.650 

UNTYRR5AL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

3150 

10069 

3.180 

3.210 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RB SOURCES CO. 

6020 

12029 

1.980 

1.990 

JORDAN HEW CABLE COMP AM? 

2100 

3486 

1.650 

1.660 

INTERNATIONAL' TOBACCO « CIGARETTES 

7650 

10549 

1.380 

1.370 

• UNION CHEMICAL 1 fi- VBGATXABLK OIL INDUSTRI 

650 

. 1346 

2.060 

2.070 


■ — — f- 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


SECTOR 


261072 


389123 


310289 INDEX NUMBERS 126-31 
CHANGE ; +0.03*, 


770521 


INDEX NUMBER: 15ST3?- 
CHANCE t -0.243 


HO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


167765 
1589 J 6 




FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground floor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

TbL 810605, 810609, 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweiflyelv 



-O.TELI 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


| All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. T E L. 
4 4_&L&S 4. aJffl 

863944 - 816690 


<22? 

CBOWM HOTS 

OLYMPIC SIZE V 
SWtMMJNG POOL^^-^,® 

# TENNIS COURT 

* HEALTH CLUB 
1 SAUNA & JACUZZI 


AVIS 

rentacar 



King Abdullah Gardens 

[Tel. 699420 - 
' 816499 


TEL 758180 

iMuaomex 6QSB43' 690157 
RADIO & TV 3 TAT 1 ONR 0 . 


Forwent 


_ Deluxe Furnished 

m c 

ocand Unfurnished cr 

o o 

^Villas apartments u - 
§and office Space 

CC CD 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


5th Circle - 692672 


w 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Ahli-Orthodoxi controversy still unresolved 

Kingdom’s basketball competitions to resume Sept. 25 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — While the Jor- 
dan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) Monday decided to 
go ahead with all matches 
postponed after the Aug. 20 
violence during the Ahli- 
Orthodoxi Under- 22 
match, there was no indica- 
tion that the strained rela- 
tions between Jordan's bas- 
ketball powerhouses was 
about to be resolved. 

Representatives from the 
Ministry of Youth also 
attended the JBF*s regular 
meeting after the federa- 
tion's committee so far 
failed to reconcile differ- 
ences between the two 
dubs. 

In a press release Tues- 
day. the JBF announced 
that the women's competi- 
tion would resume Sept. 25 


and the U-22 matches Oct. 
3. Representatives of parti- 
cipating dubs, except for A! 
Orthodoxi. attended the 
meeting to agree on the 
new dates. 

If A1 Orthodoxi fail to 
show up for their scheduled 
matches, their dedsion will 
have a very negative impact 
as 1995 JBF regulations 
stipulate that players of any 
team withdrawing from 
competitions will automati- 
cally be free to join any 
other club. 

While Al Orthodoxi had 
announced that they were 
suspending ail basketball 
activities following the 
Aug. 20 controversial 
match, the JBF has given 
Al Orthodoxi another three 
weeks to reconsider their 
dedsion. 

The JBF had reviewed 


the tape recording of the 
match and based on reports 
from the technical commit- 
tee, referees and eyewitnes- 
ses decided to suspend Al 
Orthodoxi's Ihab Msih and 
Al Ahli's Faisal Ensour for 
two months each for start- 
ing the brawl that led to the 
halting of the match. Al 
Ahli were also considered 
the winners of the match 
after Al Orthodoxi with- 
drew with Al Ahli leading 
66-57 in the tenth minute of 
the second half. Al Ortho- 
doxi's Mustafa Al Ghoul 
who attacked a referee dur- 
ing the same match was 
suspended until the end of 
the year. 

Meanwhile. Al Orthodo- 
xi and Al Ahli were con- 
tinuing their war of words 
with each side accusing the 
other of instigating the vio- 


lence and tense scene. 

While both dubs have 
been the Kingdom's undis- 
puted rivals for the past two 
decades, relations between 
the two clubs have never 
been so bad. 

A! Orthodoxi held a 
powerful grip on the bas- 
ketball scene until 1990 
when they lost to the title to 
Al Ahli who have been the 
champions for the past 
three years. 

Not only basketball, but 
swimming and handball 
events were also marred by- 
unsportsman like incidents 
during the past week.- 
Events of the Jordan Swim- 
ming Championships were 
put on hold after referees 
announced they were pull- 
ing out until the Jordan 
Swimming Federation 
(JSF) takes the decision to 


bar Al Orthodoxi’s swim- 
mer Osama Al Hahnan who 
had attacked a referee ear- 
lier in the week. 


So far, the JSF has not 
taken any dedsion regard- 
ing tbeswimmer whose dab 
insisted that he continues 
his participation in the 
week-long event. In hand- 
ball. two Orthodox! players 
also attacked their oppo- 
nents during a second divi- 
sion match and they were 
suspended by the Jordan - 
Handball Federation. 

In their latest meeting the 
JBF also dedded not to 
participate in the Arab 
Junior Basketball Cham-' 
pionship which is scheduled 
to start in Cairo Oct. 4. 
Local basketball activities 
and a late invitation were 
died as the reasons for not | 
participating. j 



Poland's Krzysztof Koktmanski and Mi did Staniszewrid on their way to a gold medal 02 September, in the men’s Canadian Doubles at the World 
Slalom Canoeing Championships at Nottingham (AFP photo) 


Colombian boxers winning titles, 
having troubles with success 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


FIFA gives all-clear on doping tests 


PALENQUE, Colombia 
(AP) — They have risen to 
the heights: from the pitted 
streets of this din -poor town 
and others like it in Colombia 
to win boxing's most coveted 
international titles. 

Then, as if on the wrong 
end of a right hook, many 
have come crashing back 
down. 

Antonio Cervantes — “kid 
pambele" to boxing fans — 
won the World Boxing Asso- 
ciation's junior welterweight 
title m 1972 and held it until 
Aaron Pryor knocked him 
out in the fourth round in 
Cindnnati in 19S0. 

For that fight alone. Cer- 
vantes earned S200.000. 

Cervantes. 49. now lives in 
a concrete apartment sur- 
rounded by a din yard lit- 
tered with broken giass. All 
his winnings are gone. 


Cervantes is one of many 
former top boxers who have 
fallen on hard times. Besides 
economic woes, a string of 
tragedies has also hit Col- 
ombian boxers. Among re- 
cent inddents: 

— While fighting for the 
WBC super featherweight ti- 
tle in Las Vegas in May. 
Jimmy Garda suffered brain 
damage and died after 13 
days in a coma. 

Thousands of grief-stricken 
fans, who had worshipped 
Garda as a hometown hero, 
■attended his burial in the 
coastal dty of Barranquilla. 

— Elvis Alvarez, a 1991 
WBA bantamweight cham- 
pion. was murdered in July, 
apparently over the attemp- 
ted theft of his motorcycle. 

— WBO featherweight 
champion Ruben Palado was ' 
stripped of his title in 1993 


after a pre-fight exam showed 
he had the AIDS virus. He is 
now imprisoned in the Un- 
ited States for heroin smug- 
gling. 

If" there’s one area of Col- 
ombia that produces boxing 
champions, it is the Carib- 
bean coast — hot. humid and 
laid back. 

Street parties, fueled by 
ram and'aguardieme, the loc- 
al firewater, can last all night. 

At some parlies, youths set 
up impromptu boxing match- 
es. It's a popular sport in 
poor neighbourhoods and vil- 
lages because it's cheap — 
boxing gloves are the only 
essential gear — and because 
there's a chance that with 
skill, dedication and bravery, 
a young fighter can join the 
23’ Colombians who have won 
world titles in the past two 
decades. 


ZURICH (AP) — All 56 doping tests carried out at 
international soccer championships this year proved nega- 
tive, the sport's governing body FIFA said Monday. The 
tests were carried out at the World Youth Championships 
in Qatar in April, the women's World Cup in Sweden in 
June and the Under-17 tournament in Ecuador last month. 
FIFA said 24 players were tested m Qatar and 12 in 
Ecuador. Twenty women were tested in 5weden. It said 
specialists at laboratories accredited by the International 
Olympic Committee in Switzerland. Sweden and Mexico 
had given the all-dear. 


Fresh injury blow for England 


LONDON (R) — England's injury problems for Wednes- 
day's soccer friendly against Colombia worsened on Mon- 
day. Coach Terry Venables, already without captain David 
.Platt. Liverpool striker Stan Col I vm ore and Manchester 
United defender Bary Pallister. looks like having to discard 
two more then he picks bis team on Tuesday. Nottingham 
Forest’s left back Stuart Pearce, who has a hamstring 
problem, and Newcastle forward Peter Beardsley failed to 
get through the full training programme on Monday. 
Beardsley "completed the first, strenuous training session 
but then twisted a knee in the second, more gentle 
work-out. 


Maradona vexed by Caniggia drug test 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OHAR SHARF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 
ttW T*un* um Samcaa. a*. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l - Neither vulnerable, u South 
you hold.' 

*B CK J 9“ S3 OK 10 S 4 *»4 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
oo trump Whnt do you respond? 


Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, aa Sooth 
you hold: 

*AQ 7KDB1 9983 *AKS 3 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, aa South 
you bold: 

M2 733 OJ *8764 MK4 
The buklmc has proceeded. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 Pm IT Pm 

ZO P*aa 37 Paaa 


Q. 4 ■ Both vulnerable, u South 
you bold: 

*AQB73 74 0KQ7S1 .*103 
The bidding baa proceeded: 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

Id Paaa 1* Paaa 

3 * Paaa 3 0 Paaa 

37 Paaa ? 


Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
twirl- 

MQt 7AK8 OJ 7S 5 «KQJ 
Your right-hand opponent, opens 
.the hirlrKr^ff With OBe njwdg What 
actum do you ta b-? 


What action do you lake? 


What action do you take? 


Q. 6- Both volaerahle, as South 
you hold: 

*J 10 97 2 CK Q OA Q 1093 *8 

The bidding hnn proceeded: 

EAST SOUTH WEST KOKXH 
Paaa 1* DU SUM 

S* 7 

What action do you take? ' 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — The Argentine Football Asso- 
ciation is unfairly targeting past offenders in a bid to crack 
down on drug abuse. Diego Maradona claims. Maradona, 
whose second 15-month playing ban for drug-related 
offenses expires on Sept. 30. said three tests on striker 
Claudio Caniggia in the last four weeks made a mockery of 
what was supposed to be random selection. “This is a 
country of squealers. Its ridiculous that Caniggia has been 
tesred ’three times." Maradona said in a radio interview 
from the Uruguayan resort of Puma Del Este where he is 
undergoing a fitness p rogr a mme behind dosed doors. In 
Argentine League and Cup games, two players from both 
sides are picked randomly ro undergo doping tests: 
Maradona last vear clashed with Argentine national coach 
Daniel Passareila. who said he was in favour of all players 
in his squad having rhinoscopy — an examination of the 
internal structures of the nose — to detect cocaine use. 
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Boris Becker of Germany hits a backhand during his U-S. Open match (AFP photo) 

Agassi, Seles move into 


U.S. Open quarterfinals 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
Andre Agassi juggernaut and 
the Monica Seles comeback 
express chugged into the 
U.S. open quarts r-finaJs 
Monday on a day of little 
drama at the National Tennis 
Centre. \ 

Top seed and defending 
champion Agassi ran his sum- 
mer hardcourt winning streak 
to a personal-best 24 in a row 
with a routine 7-5. 6-3. 6-2 
victory over 75th-rdhked fel- 
low American Jared Palmer. 

Seles faced her toughest 
opposition since her return to 
big-time tennis last month 
from hard-hitting German 
Anke Huber, the 11th seed. 

Still, the 2 1 -year-old .super- 
star dropped just five games 
en route to a 6-1. 6-4 victory 
as things settled back to busi- 
ness as usual after Sunday 
night's upset of women's de- 
fending champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario by Mary Joe 
■ Fernandez. 

“I felt really good, tiurheat 
wasn't bothering me at -all." 
said Seles, whose fitness was 
mi obvious question mark af- 
ter a layoff of more than twb 
years. 

Palmer had what 
amounted to a (fee pass into 
the fourth found with match- 
es; against players ranked 250. 

Woridinuraber 
one Agassi revoked' that pass 
in an hour and 48 minutes 
despite suffering something 
of a letdown after having, to 
face the likes of .Stefan 
Ed berg in the third round. 

“You do what you got to 
do to win. that’s .the key." 
said Agassi, who didn't work 
too hard on the .Labour Day 
holiday. 

"I am in here just getting 
through the matches, ready, 
to peak when I have to." said 
tiie reigning Australian Open 
champion, who looks .on 
course for a semifinal with 
Boris Becker in what would 
be a rematch of the Wimble- 
don semifinal won by the 
German this year. • 

Fourth seed Becker, the 
1989 open champion but a 
first-round loser last year, 
played giant killer to reach 
the quarter-finals. 

Becker never faltered from 
the service line in founding 
out a 7-6. 6-3. 6-3 victory 
over towering 13th seed Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland, the 
tallest player in the tourna- 
ment at 6-foot-~7 (2.01). 

“I plating the right way. I 
am aggressive all the time. - ' 
said Becker, who pro- 
nounced himself at the top of 
his hardcourt game. 

Agassi will play former 
French Open runner-up Pe- 
ter Korda in the quarter- 
fi nals . 

Korda of the Czech Re- 
public advanced with a 6-2. 
7-5. 6-4 vicroiy over Amer- 
ican Vince Spadea. surprise 
third-round conqueror of 
seventh-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

Becker awaits the un- 
s ceded American -Patrick 
McEnroe who beat Czech 
Daniel Vacek. 

McEnroe beat nns ee ded 
Vacek 7-6 (10-8) 6-3. 64 
under the lights on the sta- 
dium court to reach the 
quarter-finals for the first 
time. 

Raised just minutes f rom 
the tournament, the jeh- 
seed ed McEnroe fended- off 
three set points in the first sex 
in the high point of drama in 


the &o hour and 1 1 minute 
match. 

"WhenT won the first set I 
.-was in ptetty mudvfcontrol.’’ 
said the- 29-vear-old McEn- 
nje. whose" older brother 
John, a four-time Open 
champion, was working as a 
television commentator for 
the match. 

Next for McEnroe, ranked 
42nd iaStiie^worid.jisBecker, 
in their second grand slam 
matchup this year. McEnroe 
bounced Becker out of the 
season-opening Australian 
Open ra the first, round. 

Tfie second-Htefcded Seles 
next runs into veteran Czech 
serve and voileyer Jana 
Novotna. 

The fifth-seeded Novotna 
neeflfed 68 minutes to -'close 
out 'unseeded Slovakian 
Katarina Studenikova 6-4. 6- 
3 to-earriher shot Jt the' 1991 
and T992 U-S. Open cham- 
pion. •„ 

Fdr'a change Seles appeared 
to have to work fairly hard 
forher victory, at least in the 
second set. 

While 'Huber is the first 
player to keep Seles on court 
for mdfc'ftian .an hour (71 
minutes), if -was really a con- 


centration lapse by Seles that 
kept tW* second lie t close. 

Seles- opejietFtheiset with a 
service break, hut failed to 
hold her’ own serve., a lapse 
that weighed. : heavily on her 
mind over ‘the -next few 
games. - 

“That madefthe second set 
much harder than if I had 
won that second game." she 
said. 

*:I had such a .great 


; momentum going and my 
mind wandered off.” 

Seles dismissed any sugges- 
tion that she was merely get- 
ting fatigued. 

“I wasn't tired. It didn't 
even cross my mind. I think 1 
was just preoccupied with the 
thought of that second 
game.” 

The day produced one 
minor upset when 16th- 
seeded. Dutchwoman Bren- 
da Schuitz-McCarthy used 
her big serve and volley game 
to pick off seventh seed Khni- 
ko Date of Japan. 

Date, a French Open semi- 
finalist who had reached the 
quarters the past two years 
here, ran out of steam m her 
fourth consecutive three-set 
match. 

Schuitz-McCarthy adv- 
anced to a_ quarter-final 
showdown with fourth- 
seeded Spaniard Conchita 
Martinez, who held off 
American Zina Garrison 
Jackson 7-6. 7-5 to run her 
summer hardcourt record to 
a perfect 14-0. 

Palmer played Agassi 
tough in* the first set before a 
loose service game at- 6-5 
allowed the top seed to avoid 
a tie-braeak. 

Still. Agassi said, even if he 
had lost the first set. there 
wasmo way Palmer was going 
to,,' beat bin..;-. 
wilMy confidence % at an 
allrtime high." said Agassi, 
wbo.has reached the final of 
every hardcourt tournament 
he has played this year. 

“I like my chances against 
anybody if .1 am playing my 
best.” 


U.S. Open notebook 

Team tennis may be the way to get youngsters playing the 
game. 

At least that's what the US. Tennis Association and World 
Team Tennis Inc. are hoping. The txg organisations have 
been - promoting team tenni s on tbr.r own. Now thev have 

frU "tsvrn fnrrv»r 


dedded da 'join forces. 

About JOO.OOO. junior tomb players are expected to take 


-part igthe' joint venture, which will in dude combined 
competition in boys ’ singles, girls ' singles, boy’s ‘ doubles, girls * 
doable and mixed doubles. 

“We have identified a member of distinct advantages for 
fdmhg this association between the USTA and World Team 
Tenni s and we feel we are doing something that is good for the 
future of ’the .game. ~ USTA president Les Smder said 
Monday^ 1 . • ^ 

..Added WTT director Billie Jean King: "Today, boys and 
girls arc wryactriv in team sports and we feel strongly that we 
can introduce more of them to tennis, in a positive wav . bv 
offering them the chance to compete as a team. " 

& Monica’s moniker: Monica Seles was a happy fourth- 
round winner Mo nday. So happy in fact that before walking 
of f stadiu m court after defeating 11th -seeded Anke Huber of 
Germany. Seles decided to autograph a CBS sports television 
camera. 

With black marker in hand. Seles wrote her name across the 
owmtens. Uri fortunately. Seles didn't sign her name 
bacTganR. so television viewers were graced with "A cm cm 
SeleS across their TV screen. 

iMckty for-XTHSk- Seles actually signed a protective klass 
uxngr ottf r the canfera Jens. 

The ig/eoxal Tens costs SS5.P00. 

Man ' V ?f? ie £p ronr ite tennis players of the 
ivous ana /Us are entertaining fans during the U.S. Oven in 
corporate outings. “ ^ 

i a . c ? m p an y ^hose president is Austra- 

phy ho * * * "p™* -aw 
S! ° Ile “ 

^orpomte events took place at the Westside 
Terms dubm Foresr HHJs. the former site of the U-S. Open 

w7/ - £a * l? Pb* a* the National' 
Tca ^ s ***«? the open is held now. These include 

events for the New York Stock Exchange. Mass M^msl 
American Express Platinum Card andrfnnis MagaainT " 

£ JSimizz support : Brenda Sdmltz-McCarthx - i s th~ 

* 1977 ft' 


7M /6tft seed moved into the fin-*/ k. 

over N ?7 j vUSSngF * a 

'Sttrifion^Sr^ offering Schuitz-McCarthy 
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[NEMA TEL: 634144' 

PHILADELPHIA 


r TEX:" 699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TEX: 677420 

CONCORD 


Woody Harrelson 
& Kiefer Sutherland 


Adel Imam & Yusra 



The Cowboy 
Way 


Birds of the 
Darkness 




‘ Shows: 1230. 320. 6:15, 8:30, 1030 


(Arabic) 


Shows; 1230, 215.5. 6:45. 8:30. 1030 


CONCORD “1" 

Adei Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6.-00, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD m 2 m 

Striking Distanse 

Shows: 330. 5:45, 8:45. 10:45 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - .618275 

MUSA HLJAZIN 
“Sumaa” 

IN 


leatre 


TEL: 675571 
Presents 

KA0ARET 


J'TaHl &'Hisham’s Tel: 6251KT 

AH LAN THEATRE 

. presents 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8,30 pm 
written &.dirBctBd by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

*********H ;*-X3t*r**7*± 


Abeer^ssA 
Ghassan Mn«mni - 

wifh A-mrr JchfllMaAli. KhaTH ' 

Jahmanl Mohanifiaad Hussfijii 
and Issam Bj Haribaii 
The theatre djas&' drL Mcmdqy 
■performsDCES-startat Si30-ppn. 



(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
. Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p. m 
FoTTes^yation please call 
leL 625155 Amman 
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Taxpayers giving millions to Olympics 


ATLANTA (AP) — Even 
die Americans who haven't 
personally spent a dime yet 
jor a ticket or T-shirt are 
fadping Atlanta pay for the 
1996 Olympic Games — 
through federal tax dollars. 

Though the games them- 
selves are privately funded 
from sources including televi- 
sion rights, corporate spon- 
sorships and ticket sales, the 
U.S. government is pitching 
in. tens of millions of dollars 
.worth of services that are 
crucial to their success. 

The biggest expenditures: 
S3S million for security, 
carried out mainly by the 
military. 

*■528 million for buses and 
other transportation assist-. 


ance. 

Federal agencies also will 
be involved in trash pickup, 
recycling, testing energy 
technology, bicycle trail con- 
struction and environmental 
protection, among other 
areas. 

An aide to Vice President 
AI Gore, whose office is 
coordinating rhe federal gov- 
ernment's Olympic.activities, 
said he did not know the total 
amount of money the various 
agencies are spending. Some 
estimates have put the figure 
as high as S92 million. 

The State of Georgia is ' 
spending more than $150 mil- 
lion on public buildings that 
will be used during the 
games, though no state, tax 


money is going directly to the 
Olympics. Atlanta and other 
local governments are spend- 
ing about £90 million on pro- 
jects related to the Olympics. 

Olympics officials and their 
supporters in Congress de- 
fend the federal spending as 
necessary for an event that 
will attract thousands of fore- 
ign visitors. 

. "We as a nation have been 
able to achieve perfect sym- 
metry between paying taxes 
and receiving federal be- ' 
nefits.” said Jack Quinn. 
Gore's chief of staff. “You in 
Georgia pay tax dollars to 
build roads in Idaho, and 
there's no getting around 
that. 


Major League Results . 

NEW YORK (R) — Results of Major League Baseball 
games played on Monday 

American League 


New York 

13 

Seattle 

3 

Detroit 

3 

Cleveland 

2 

California 

5 

Baltimore 

3 

Minnesota 

9 

Milwaukee 

6 

Toronto 

6 

Kansas City 

1 (1st) 

Kansas City 

9 

Toronto 

7 (2nd) 

Chicago 

14 

Texas 

3 


National League 


Chicago 

2 

Colorado 

0 

Oncmnati 

6 

Houston 

1 

San Francisco 

2 

Montreal 

1 

■Florida 

7 

Pittsburgh 

3 

Atlanta 

6 

St. Louis 

5 

San Diego 

2 

New York 

1 (in 10) 

Los Angeles 

5 

Philadelphia 

1 


Cowboys blow away 
Giants 35-0 


EAST RUTHERFORD. 
New Jersey (AP) — The Dal- 
las Cowboys were playing the 
New York Giants Monday 
night; But the statement they 
made was to the San Francis- 
co 49ers: 

We’re back. And we’re 
better than ever. 

With Emmitt Smith, going 
60 yards for a touchdown on 
Dallas' third play from scrim- 
mage and scoring three other 
rimes, the Cowboys blew 
away the Giants 35-0 in a 
■ game that wasn't as close as 
the score indicated. 

The only negative for the 
Cowboys was an Achilles ten- 
don injury to Kevin Smith, 
their left comerback that 
coach Barry Switzer said was 
probably season ending. 

The prime-time rout 
allowed the nation — and the 
49ers — to see a Dallas team 
that looked every bit as good 
as the one that won two super 
bowls before losing in the 
NFC title game to San Fran- 
cisco last year. . 

The Cowboys led 21-0 at 
the half, then scored twice 
more after intermission be- 
fore rending in the scrubs, 
winning a lot more impress- 
ively than did the 49ers, who 
beat New Orleans 24-22 Sun- 
day. 

“As i told Emmitt. that's 
the way to start ’95, the first 
time you touch the ball," 
Dallas coach Barry Switzer 
said. “That sort of set the 
tone for the game tonight." 

But the defence and special 
teams were just as good 
against a Giants team not 
ready for such an opponent. 
Because of injuries, the 


Giants' full offence never 
played together during the . 
exhibition season. Dave 
Brown was 20 of 34 for Z55 
years, much of the yardage 
meaningless. 

Smith is one of the NFL’s 
better comerbacks, and now 
die Cowboys need a replace- 
ment. Switzer is already on 
the case, begging . owner Jerry 
Jopes to sign Deion Sanders, 
who helped the 49e.is win' last 
year and is being 'Sought by 
both teams this season. 

"If Jerry is around him. 
I’m going to tell him. It's 
serious now," Switzer said. 
“Get Deion. We need deion 
notf. It ain’t showtime any- 
more. It's serious business.” 

There was no need for 
Deion on Monday night. 


Unhappy 



only a 


spectator 

UDINE, Italy (R) — 
Roberto Baggio was rele- 
gated to the substitute's 
bench on Tuesday when 
Italy darned their team for 
Wednesday's European 
championship qualifier 
against Slovania. 

Coach Arrigo Sacchi 
opted instead for Parma's 
Gianfranco Zola as a part- 
ner for in-form Juventus 
striker Fagrizio Ravanelli 
in a conventional 4-4-2 
formation against a Slove- 
nian team who should 
prove little threat. 

Baggio, the ‘divine pony- 
tail,' has not played for his 
country since a 2-1 defeat 
by Croatia last November. 
The delight of his recall to 
the squad has receded with 
the dawning realisation 
that he is no longer an 
automatic choice. 

Victory in Udine on 
Wednesday is essential for 
Italy if they are eventually 
to overhaul leaders Croatia 
in Group Four and qualify 
for next year's finals. 
Croatia have amassed 19 
points from eight games 
while Italy 

six: 5 ■* - r 

Sacchi, who needs to 
field a convincing team af- 
ter a poor series of qual- 
ifying results, bad kept 
pundits guesring about his 
choice, stirring the pot with 
a hint on Monday that 
Giuseppe Signori could 
edge Zola out of place in 
the line-up. 


WANTED 

A female English teacher to give private 
lessons for two students, grades 5 & 6. 
English spoken as mother language is 
preferable. 

Please call Tel (824828) from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. or send C.V. to fax (653480) 


FOR SALE 

COMMERCIAL COMPLEX 

A modem, new commercial complex, located in the 
best busy area in Amman, consists of 3 store) 
shopping centre, 8 storey offices tower, S 
basements for car parking (75 lots). First qualify 
design and finishing, equipped with 4 modem high 
speed lifts and an escalator, central heating and 
airconditioning, music system, alarm and lighting 
systems, and standby generator. Total area aboul 
14,500 sq.m. 

For more information call Tel 693934 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An international bank in Jordan seeks to recruit 
a Jordanian Internal Auditor to head their Audit department. 

Suitable candidates must have the following 
Qualifications/ Experience/ Abilities:- 

A) Candidates should be proficient in English and possess a 

good University degree. 

CPA is a must . 

B) Experience not less than 5 years in Audit. 

C) Relevant banking experience is preferable. 

D) Good interpersonal and negotiating skills. 

| Interested parties should forward their Curriculum Vitae to: 

AUDIT POST 

PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATION MANAGER 
P.O.BOX 540074 
AMMAN 11937 JORDAN 

The last day to submit applications is bn 19SEP95. 


Fast-hand Indian champion faces Kasparov 


LONDON (R) — Young In- 
dian grandmaster Vishy 
Anand is counting on a secret 
weapon to defeat Garry Kas- 
parov in this month's World 
Class Championships — 
plenty of cycling. 

Anand, reputed to be the 
fastest player in the world, 
has spent the last 3l/i months 
seduded with his seconds in 
Spain training for the most 
important match of his life. 

But every day Anand 
leavened the long hours of 
methodical analysis with a 
spot of cycling to get fit for 
the gruelling 20-game show- 
down, which starts in New 
York on September 11. 

Anand, 25 and the world's 
number two, says physical 
fitness can be almost as im- 
portant as mental sharpness 
in a chess match. 

"If my chess preparation is 
much superior to my oppo- 
nent’s, it won't be a ques- 
tion," he told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“But give or take a very 
small difference, the stamina 
and how fong you're able to ’ 
concentrate ..will make all the 
difference. So depending on 
how well-matched the chess 
is, the physical aspect 
assumes really huge propor- 
tions,'' he added. 

Tall and bespectacled, 
Anand says it will be a 
strange experience to tiy to 
vanquish Kasparov, who has 
been world champion 
throughout the Indian's pro- 
fessional career. 

“I always tend to defer to 
him a little bit. He's always 
the star figure... so it'U be a 
bit funny that I'm competing 
directly with him," he says 
with a chuckle. 



Chess champion Garry Kasparov (left) take down notes while opponent Viswanathan Anand stops his dock during 
their match in March 1993 (AFP photo) 


Anand made waves last 
September by beating the 
computer that had knocked 
out Moscow-based Kasparov , 
in a speed chess Grand Prix * 
in London — taking only five 
minutes out of the allotted 25 
to make all his moves. 

Earlier this year he beat 
Kasparov himself in the Mos- 
cow leg of the same competi- 
tion. 

But classic chess is a diffe- 
rent game and Anand, whose 


success has triggered a deviv- 
al in dbess back borne in 
India, is under no illusion 
about the task he faces in 
New York. 

Kasparov is widely re- 
garded as the most dynamic 
attacking player in chess his- 
tory — as Briton Nigel Short, 
the previous challenger, disc- 
overed to -his cost when he 
was thrashed in 1992. 1 

“Kasparov just went for his 
throat,” Anand recalled. 


"He analyses the game to 
the bone and it's given him an 
unbeatable advantage in the 
openings. He’s just a very 
strong player.” 

His record against Kaspar- 
ov, who became the 
youngesr-ever world cham- 
pion in 1985, is two wins two 
draws and five losses, and he 
goes into the New York 
tournament — to be held on 
the observation deck of the 
World Trade Center — as 


underdog. 

But he said a lot would 
depend on how well he copes 
with the pressures - that the 
tournament, including in- 
tense media interest, will 
generate. 

“I don't know really what 
to' expect, but I’m trying to 
anticipate the worst” said 
Anand, who talks as quickly 
as he plays. “I think I'll have 
my chances if 1 can cope with 
all these things." 


FIFA discusses World Cup revenue 


ZURICH (AP) — FIFA 
President Joao Haveiange 
met Monday with top televi- 
sion officials to discuss broad- 
cast fees for the next World 
Cup finals. 

The meeting focused on a 
revised offer from the inter- 
national television consor- 
tium for the exclusive televi- 
sion rights to the 1998 finals, 
said FIFA spokesman Keith 
Cooper. 

Under a 1987 contract, the 
consortium agreed., xa pay 
FIFA 135 million swiss francs 
($113 million) for the televi- 
sion rights for the World Cup 
in France, up from 1 15 mil- 
lion francs (S96 million) for 
the 1994 finals in the United 
States. 

However, that deal now 
has to be revised to reflect 
the expanded finals format. 
The finals in France will fea- 
ture 64 matches — up from 
the 52 games last year — 
because the number of parti- 
cipants will be increased to 32 
from 24. 

Cooper declined to say 


how much the latest offer was 
worth. 

A FIFA statement merely 
said there was a “constructive 
exchange of views on the 
implications for television of 
the increase in the number of 
matches." 

Members of the interna- 
tional consortium and Albert 


‘Scharf. president of the 
European Broadcasting Un- 
ion — which represents 
European television com- 
panies — .attended the meet- 
ing. FIFA said. 

The meeting in Zurich was 
held prior to next week's 
official inspections of the 
World Cup sites in. France. 


It gained added relevance 
in view of the ongoing critic- 
ism from European soccer's 


governing body, UEFA, that 
FIFA, is making loo little 
money from the World Cup. 


TWO UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Two identical unfurnished apartments, each 
consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen and 
big living room. Location: Abdullah Ghosheh 
Street, Seventh Circle. 

Phone: 813224 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each apartment consists of dining and living room, 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, wide kitchen and a 
balcony. The area of each apartment is 200 sq.m.. 
Located in Abdoun, opposite the Olympia Hotel. 
For further information, please call 824939 / 811606 


SEMI-VILLA APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A luxurious, ground floor, newly-fumrshed apartment, 
consisting of three bedrooms, dining room, salon, rose- 
wood American kitchen, three bathrooms, garden, 
garage, airconditiori, telephone, separate entrance and 
red brick veranda. Location : 4th circle, beside the prime 
ministry. Annual rent 





AS'prfWJt 

for Carpets and Orientals 
Our experienced technician is ready tp clean 
and mend your carpets 
(. Turkish, Persian and Caucasian ) 

Our shop is open daily for selling, buying and 
exchanging of all kinds of carpets. 


Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle 
(behind the old U.S. A. embassy building) 
Tel: 619266 



You don't have to be an Einstein 
to participate in our weekly-, Qmz Night . 


Pencil us in your entertainment • . j 
calender and take the chance' to . . . ■ ! 
strut you knowledge and boost your ego 

in a world full of rivalry. i 

Every Wednesday night 9pm. - ;J 

Uniquely Inter-Continental ^ j 


IdealTech and Compaq 
invite you to: 

Energize 

your PC! 

* 

* 

0 


Windows. 95 

Find out what Wfodows 95 is afi about.. 

IdealTech invites you to a special unveiling ceremony at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel on Thursday, September 7 th at 10:00am. Join us for a 
seminar highlighting the features of this revolutionary operating system 
running applications on Compaq Computer. 

Free registration at the entrance (seating subject to availability). 

WARNING: Your perception of PCs will never be the samel 




COMPAQ. 


For more information please cal! Ideattech at 688123 
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Chirac says nuclear 
tests may be cut short 

PARIS (Agendes) — France “thousands and thousands" from around the world, fri 
may cut short a planned of nuclear weapons in the eluding Japanese Financ 
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PARIS (Agendes) — France 
may cut short a planned 
series of seven or eight 
underground nucelar tests in 
the South Pacific that has 
caused a worldwide storm of 
protest. President Jacques 
Chirac said Tuesday. 

"If we have the informa- • 
non we need to change over 
to simulation, before the 
eight tests, obviously, regardj 
less of the opinions of 
whomever, I will stop the 
blasts. My objective is not to 
cany out eight tests,*’ Mr. 
Chirac said. 

“In any case, we will stop 
the tests before the date I 
have indicated, which was 
May 31." he said in a live 
French TV interview. 

As for when the tests 
would begin, Mr. Chirac re- 
fused to respond to the 
numerous rumours as to 
dates, saying simply that the 
first test would take place ‘*as 
soon as the technicians con- 
sider the time has come." 

Mr. Chirac sparked worl- 
dwide outcry by governments 
and nuclear activists alike 
when he announced in June 
that the tests would be con- 
ducted between September 
and the end of May. 

The conservative president 
argues the tests, which would 
end France's three-year-old 
moratorium, are needed to 
update the country's nuclear 
arsenal and develop simula- 
tion technology to render the 
blasts obsolete. 

"A country that wants to 
live in security should not 
lower its guard... in a very 
uncertain world," Mr. Chirac 
said in the interview. He 
cited the existence of 


"thousands and thousands" 
of nuclear weapons in the 
former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Chirac reaffirmed that 
at the end of the tests, 
"France 'will sign the nuclear 
test ban treaty" and will sup- 
port the zero option that 
would prohibit even small 
test blasts Washington has 
sought to continue. 

Meanwhile, a French offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named, said the first test 
might take place at 0600 
GMT Wednesday. 

There was no official 
announcement. France has 
said it will announce tests 
only after they have been 
held and not ' provide the 
dates in advance. 

The government has said 
only that the series of seven 
or eight tests would be con- 
ducted sometime between 
Sept. 1 and May 31. 

The head of the French 
Polynesian government, Gas- 
ton Flosse. said in Papeete on- 
Monday that France would 
stage the first blast before the 
end of the week. 

“President Jacques Chirac 
has asked me to join him in 
Paris after the first test, and I 
will leave at the end of the 
week," Mr. Flosse said on 
radio. 

The tests, much conde- 
mned by other nations, will 
be held underground at 
Mururoa atoll, around 1,200 
kilometres southeast of Pape- 
ete. 

On Monday, four Green- 
peace activists staged a “sym- 
bolic" raid on Mururoa be- 
fore being detained by 
French commandos. 

In Papeete, politicians 


from around the world, in- 
cluding Japanese Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Take- 
mura. have held anti-nuclear 
meetings for the past three 
days. 

Mr. Flosse said foreign 
anti-nuclear protesters. 

should leave the internal poli- 
cies of French Polynesia and 
France alone. 

“I am more than upset. I 
am shocked, by the presence 
of all these foreigners.’* Mr. 
Flosse said. 

“Australians, New Zealan- 
ders, Japanese and others 
come into our territory and 
intrude in .the internal poli- 
cies of our country." he said. 

Mr. Flosse said France did 
not interfere with the treat- 
ment of aborigines in Austra- 
lia or minorities in Japan 
because these were "internal 
affairs." 

“So. 1 say to all these 
foreigners, stay in your coun- 
try and don't intrude in our 
country's policies,” Mr. Flos- ■ 
se said. 

Four Greenpeace activists, 
two men and two women, 
entered the Mururoa lagoon 
on Monday in two inflatable 
dinghies, but were quickly 
captured. 

' Greenepeace said it had 
information the first test was 
imminent and launched the 
"symbolic" protest because it 
did not have the resources for 
a major action. 

The four activists aimed to 
reach Vice-Admiral Philippe 
Euverte. head of French nav- 
al forces in the South Pacific, 
to protest against the French 
nuclear test plans. 


France tightens 
border controls 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
announced a border damp- 
down Tuesday as part of 
security measures aimed at 
halting a wave of blasts and 
attempted bombings in and 
■around the French capital. 

In his first television inter- 
view since taking office in 
May. Mr. Chirac said he had 
ordered “very stria” border 
controls Tuesday in a bid to 
end the spate of blasts for 
which he said Algerian radic- 
als were the likeliest culprits. 

"It is quite clear that the 
faa that people can cross the 
borders easily and without 
control in either direaion is a 
great fadlity afforded to ter- 
rorists.” Mr. Chirac said. 

"Therefore. I have asked 
the government to take very 
firm steps to impose very 
stria controls along all tthe 
borders of our country." 

The reinforcement of bor- 
der controls comes despite 
France's commitment to 
European integration and its 
nominal inclusion in the 
group of seven nations which 
agreed to scrap all border 
controls earlier this year as 
part of the so-called 
Schengen accords on the free 
movement of people. 

France suspended its in- 
volvement for six months in 
the seven-nation paa on the 
eve of its implementation 
July 1. citing immigration 


problems from non-Schengen 
nations. 

But Mr. Chirac said given 
the threat of violence and 
that faa that armed Islamic 
fundamentalists were being 
unearthed across European 
Union and Schengen nations. 
France may have to review its 
long-term commitment to the 
.Schengen paa. 

"If the situation does not 
improve and if our partners 
do not take steps to impose 
genuine controls at the exter- 
nal borders of the Schengen 
area, we will see” , what 
France has to do. he said. 

Earlier Monday, a dozen 
members of Algeria’s Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA). the 
organisation Mr. Chirac said 
was most likely to be re- 
sponsible for the bombings, 
went on trial in France's 
Schengen partner Belgium. 

And France is still seeking 
the extradition from Sweden 
of Algerian Abdul Karim De- 
neche wanted in connection 
with the first in the rash of 
explosions which have rocked 
Paris this summer. 

That bomb, placed in an 
underground train, killed 
seven people and injured 
more than- SO at the Saint- 
Michel station on July 25. 
Three weeks later, a bomb 
exploded near the Arc de 
Triomphe on Aug. 17. injur- 
ing 17 people. In both cases 
small gas canisters were used. 


Kurdish official urges 
Turkey to attack PKK 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — A 
Kurdish official in northern 
Iraq said in remarks pub- 
lished on Tuesday that Tur- 
kish troops should chase re- 
bels of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) out of his pro- 
vince. 

“This is why we want to see 
Turkish soldiers here. Let us 
fight together with Turkish 
soldiers against the PKK...," 
Abdul Aziz Tayyip, governor 
of nonhem Iraq's Dohuk 
province, said in an interview 
carried by Turkey's semi- 
official Anatolian news agen- 
cy. 

Last March 35,000 Turkish 
soldiers crossed the border to 
rid the area of PKK guerril- 
las, who use mountain camps 
in nonhem Iraq to launch 
attacks against Turkey. 

Mr. Tayyip was an out- 
.spoken critic of the Turkish 
operation and at the time 
repeatedly told ■ journalists 
Turkey should protea its 
own border rather than cross 
into northern Iraq. 

The six-week operation 
drew strong criticism from 
Ankara's Western European 
allies. 

But KDP spokesman Sa- 
feen Dizayee in Ankara told 
Reuters there were currently 
no plans to bring in Turkish 
troops. 

“We have held meetings 
with Turkish authorities and 
•this is not on the agenda at 


present," Mr. Dizayee said 
by telephone. 

"But we are coordinating 
and liaising with Turkish au- 
thorities and if necessary 
some type of specific opera- 
tion could happen," he said, 
stressing the KDP had man- 
aged to take control of much 
of the area. 

Almost two weeks ago the 
PKK started attacking Iraqi 
Kurdish positions in the re- 
gion held by the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), 
one of the two main factions 
in northern Iraq. 

The attacks came shortly 
after the KDP and rival Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) concluded a tempor- 
ary ceasefire in U.S.- 
sponsored talks held in Dub- 
lin. 

Anatolian also reported 
that 15 PKK guerrillas were 
killed in various clashes with 
Turkish troops in southeast 
Turkey, but did not specify 
when the clashes took place. 

Iran denies backing attacks 

Iran on Tuesday denied 
Iraqi Kurd charges that it 
backed the PKK attacks in 
order to sabotage the Kur- 
dish truce in northern Iraq. 

The KDP accused Iran and 
Syria on Saturday of helping 
guerrillas to infiltrate north- 
ern Iraq to .carry out attacks 
and stir up inter-Kurd con- 
flia. 


Egypt. 

Israel 
fail to 
resolve 
PoW 
dispute 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt and 
Israel failed to resolve a dis- 
pute Tuesday over whether 
Israel should investigate the 
killing of Egyptian prisoners 
of war (PoWs) by Israeli 
troops during the Arab- 
Israeli wars. 

Egypt has insisted that 
Israel probe the reports that 
hundreds of (PoWs) were 
slain in 1956 and 1967 .and 
punish those found responsi- 
ble. Israel has said atrocities 
occurred on both sides and 
that too much time has pas- 
sed to prosecute. 

“I did not promise (an in- 
vestigation), but I promised 
to deliberate what has been 
suggested." Israel's deputy 
foreign minister. Eli Dayan, 
said after meeting Egypt's 
foreign minister, Amr Musa. 

“We will see the appropri- 
ate ways to check this issue 
and to give all the informa- 
tion that we have to the 
Egyptians." he said. . 

Mr. Musa did not speak 
after the meeting, but later 
told Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency that Egypt still 
insisted that Israeli account 
for the killings. 

“There has to be an im- 
mediate and official inves- 
tigation since the issue is se- 
rious." Mr. Musa said. 

The reports of PoW kill- 
ings surfaced when a retired 
Israeli general said he killed 
49 Egyptian soldiers in 1956. 
Israeli historians have since 
suggested that as many as 
1.000 Egyptian PoWs were 
killed, and that Israeli prison- 
ers were executed as well. 

"Of course, we agree that 
these acts are intolerable, not 
acceptable, illegal, and 
against our morals and 
against our Jewish values and 
the values of the state and the 
army," he said. 

Killing of PoWs is a viola- 
tion of the Geneva conven- 
tions, but under international 
law. Egypt cannot force 
Israel to 'investigate. Egyp- 
tian officials have said that if 
an investigation proves the 
charges, they expect Israel to 
take some kind of action. 

“If they are to be found 
guilty, they will be found so 
in the eyes of the Israeli law 
and the Israeli law then will 
take wbat action it needs in 
the case of the guilty per- 
son." Egypt's deputy foreign 
minister, Badr Hammam. 
said after the meeting. 

Last month. President 
Hosni Mubarak said Egypt 
was willing to investigate re- 
ports that Egyptian soldiers 
killed Israeli PoWs. But Mr. 
Dayas did not present any 
such charges at the meeting. 
Mr. Hammam said. 


Jordan, 

Yemen 

review 


cooperation . 


AMMAN (Petra).— 
Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker on Tues- 
day received a message 
from Yemeni Prime 
Minister Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghani dealing with 
bilateral relations. 

The message was deli- 
vered by visiting Yemeni 
Minister of Supply and 
Trade Mohammad Afandi 
in the presence of Minis- 
ter of Supply Adel 
Qudah, who in the past 
two days held talks with 
the Yemeni minister on 
Jordanian-Yemeni coop- 
eration m supply affairs. . 

At the meeting with the 
prime minister discussions 
covered bilateral coopera- 
tion and ways by which 
Yemen can benefit from 
Jordan's experience in 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on 
Tuesday meets Yemeni Minister of Supply and 
Trade Mohammad Afandi (second from 


right). Also present at the meeting were the 
Minister of Supply Adel Qudah (left) and the 
Yemeni ambassador to Jordan (Petra photo) 


-stocking food supplies and 
(in subsidising prices for 
limited income groups.* 
Sharif Zeid expressed 


Jordan's readiness to pur- 
sue cooperation and to do 
all it can to reestablish 
solidarity among Arab 


countries. He also ex- 
pressed Jordan's willing- 
ness to provide Yemen 
with expertise. 


Arafat and Peres start marathon 
talks today for accord by Friday 

Settler stabbed to death in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat will start talks in 
Egypt on Wednesday to try 
to seal a deal on extending^ 
Palestinian self-rule, offidals 
said. 

The talks will start late 
Wednesday and go on until 
Friday in the Egyptian Red 
Sea coastal town of Taba, 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

“The two leaders will try to 
resolve the last outstanding 
problems in order to sign the 
accord on Sept. 18 in 
Washington," Arafat advisor 
Nabil Abu Rudeina said. 

The issue of an Israeli army 
withdrawal from the town of 
Hebron is one question which 
is yet to be resolved, he said.- 

Israel wants to maintain 
security control of the town 
where 400 Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians. 
In February 1994 a settler- 
gunned down 29 Muslims at 
prayer in the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs there. 

Mr. Abu Rudeina said the 
6,500 Palestinians still being 
held in Israeli jails posed 
another problem. 

A senior Israeli official told 
AFP: "The aim is to seal the 
accord before the Sabbath by 
marathon negotiations." The 
Sabbath starts at sundown on 
Friday. 


Apart from an Israeli with- 
drawal on the West Bank, the 
agreement is also to include a 
transfer of civil powers to 
Palestinians in the region and 
elections to a self-rule coun- 
cil. 

Israel meanwhile vowed 
not to remove the Jewish 
settlers from Hebron but 
admitted they posed a secur- 
ity dilemma for the planned 
army redeployment on the 
West Bank. • 

"He government has no 
intention of dismantling set- 
tlements and the army rede- 
ployment will take place on 
the West Bank in line with 
this commitment. Mr. Peres 
said. 

"This includes the Hebron 
settlements,” he added. 

"We have a serious prob- 
lem with the security of the 
settlers and at the same time 
we have to honour, our com- 
mitments and allow the 
Palestinians to organise elec- 
tions," said Mr. Peres, who 
toured Hebron with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Monday. 

Meanwhile, a Jewish set- 
tler from England was stab- 
bed to death and his Amer- 
ican wife seriously wounded 
Tuesday in a West Bank 
attack the army blamed on 
Palestinian militants. 

The pregnant woman, lost 
her baby as a result of the 
pre-dawn attack .in the iso- 
lated West Bank settlement 


of Maaleh Mikhmash. 

Police said they were still 
investigating whether the 
assailants were burglars or 
guerrillas bent on derailing 
the Israel-PLO autonomy 
negotiations. 

An anonymous caller to a 
Western news agency 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack in the name of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, a militant 
group that opposes the PLO 
and rejects peace with Israel. 

In response to the stab- 
bihgs, Jewish settler leaders 
and some hardline Israeli 
politirians demanded a halt 
to the Israel-PLO negotia- 
tions. 

However, Mr. Peres re- 
jected demands to halt the 
negotiations which have 
reached a final phase. 

"There was terror before 
the peace process, and if 
there will not be peace, there 
will be even more terror,” 
Mr. Peres said on Israel 
Radio. 

But the West Bank’s array 
commander. Major General 
Dan Biran, said that after the 
planned troop redeployment, 
"it will be much more compli- 
cated”. to prevent attacks on 
Israelis. 

Residents of Maaleh Mikh- 
mash identified the slain man 
as Daniel Fry, 28, who immi- 
grated from England seven 
years ago and has lived in the 
settlement since 1992. 


His wife Mara was in stable 
condition Tuesday in hospital 
after undergoing surgery for 
multiple stab wounds in the 
right side and arm. 

Mrs. Fry was three months 
pregnant. Hospital officials 
initially said the fetus 
appeared unharmed, but la- 
ter said it did not survive the 
stabbing. 

The Frys live on the out- 
skirts of Maaleh Mikhmash 
which, unlike most settle- 
ments, did not have a fence. 
Police said that at one point. 
Fry-heard a noise and walked 
outside to . investigate. He 
was stabbed to death. When 
his wife followed him out- 
side, she was also attacked. 

The assailants escaped. 

After the attack, troops 
backed by helicopters sear- 
ched the area and imposed a 
curfew on nearby Palestinian 
villages. 

Soldiers also set up check- 
points at roads leading to the 
PLO- ruled West Bank en- 
clave of Jericho, apparently 
to prevent the assailants from 
seeking refuge there. Palesti- 
nian motorists were checked, 
but the roads into Jericho 
remained open. 

Leaders of the opposition 
Tsomet and Moledet issued 
statements saying the nego- 
tiations must be stopped. 

The caller who claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack 
said it was in response to the 
recent arrest of three PFLP 

(Continued on page 2) 


Talibans overrun 
key western city 


PESHAWAR (Agencies) — 
Afghanistan’s opposition 
Talibans overran the western 
city of Herat Tuesday, send- 
ing provincial government 
leaders fleeing towards the 
Iranian border, a spokesman 
said. The Afghan govern- 
ment in Kabul conceded the 
town had fallen. 

The newly established Tali- . 
ban administration im- 
mediately declared a three- 
day holiday, according to Un- 
ited Nations workers in the 
western city. 

It was not dear why gov- 
ernment troops fled the Tali- 
bans onslaught without a 
fight or whether they were 
preparing a retaliatory 
attack. 

"It’s still basically calm and 
peaceful,’’ said David Lock- 
wood, security coordinator 
and resident representative 
for the U.N. Development 
Programme in Kabul, but 
based in the Pakistani capital 
of Islamabad. 

Mr. Lockwood said that 
seven international U.N. 
workers left Herat late Tues- 
day afternoon. 

“They decided that 
rumours that the government 
would put up some resistance 
was strong enough that they 
left the city," he said. “We 
didn't want to say anything 
until they had safely reached 
Islam Ghala," about 100 
kilometres from Herat on the 
border with Iran. 

Until their decision to 
leave Herat late Tuesday 
afternoon the U.N. workers 
were located in the middle of 
the city. 

"Now, they are watching 
from a safe distance,” said' 
Mr. Lockwood. “They didn’t 
see anything on the drive 
out.” ' ^ 

The loss of Herat is a 
major blow to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani’s gov- 
ernment. .whose allies had 
controlled the city since the 
collapse of a communist-led 


.government in Kabul in April 
1992. 

“We have information that 
Herat has fallen to the Tali- 
ban at around midnight.” a 
Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. “It appears 
that it was a quiet takeover." 

He said Herat provincial 
governor General Ismail 
Khan was reported to have 
fled and his. whereabouts 
were unknown. 

In Kabul, a presidential 
spokesman accused Pakistani 
intelligence and militia forces 
of being involved in the cap- 
ture of Herat. 

“We believe that Pakis- 
tan's Inter-Services Intelli- 
gence (ISI) and forces are 
involved in this fighting," 
Abdul Aziz Murad, official 
spokesman for President 
Rabbani, told reporters. 

\ "These are not the Tali- 
bans who have captured 
Herat ... they are outside 
troops under ISI officers like 
Colonel Imam and Major 
Gul." allegedly involved in 
the taking of the city. 

“The people of southwest- 
ern provinces are under the 
occupation of putsiders," the 
spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the Uzbek 
militia of former General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum cap- 
tured Badghis province hours 
after the fall of Herat, a 
spokesman for Gen. Dustum 
said. 

■The capture of Badghis 
became easier after the fall of 
Herat.” said Sibghatullah 
Zaki. a representative of 
Gen. Dostum's National 
Movement in Islamabad. 

He said the province’s de- 
fence was weakened after 
forces loyal to Mr. Rabbani 
deserted the Herat governor. 

Mr. Zaki saidanti-Rabbani 
forces now control the entire 
western region up to the 
Turkmenistan border. 

But Mr. Rabbani’s spokes- 
man in Kabul denied that 
Badghis fell. 


Israel is upset over 
diplomatic boycott 
of Jerusalem bash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel’s gov- 
ernment was in a huff Tues- 
day over the diplomatic 
boycott of Jerusalem's 
3.000th “birthday party," 
especially the no-show of the 
U.S. ambassador. 

Ambassadors from 70 na- 
tions were invited to Monday 
night's ceremony, but the 
foreign ministry said only 17 
envoys showed up — mostly 
from smaller countries. 

U.S. Ambassador Martin 
Indyk was among those who 
stayed away from the open- 
ing of Jerusalem 3000, a 17- 
month celebration marking 
the 3,000th anniversary of 
King David's conquest of 
Jerusalem. 

Spokeswoman Aiiza 
Goren said Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was unhappy 
that the ceremony had been 
“abandoned" by diplomats, 
including Mr. Indyk. Israeli 
newspapers described Mr. 
Rabin as angry over the snub. 

“It's not new." Mr. Goren 
said. "We know the policy of 
most countries towards Jeru- 
salem. Of course our aim is to 
change it.” 

Palestinians objected to 
the celebrations as a heavy- 
handed attempt to deny their - 
claims to East Jerusalem. 
The European Union is 
boycotting the event. 

Jerusalem's Israeli mayor. 
Ehud Oimert. said the U.S. 
decision ro stay away from 
the opening ceremony 
showed that "Jerusalem is 
like an open wound in the 
relations between us and the 
United States." He blamed 
the boycott on (he U.S. State 
Department and "elements 
who have traditionally not 
been our greatest friends.” 

The United States gives 
Israel S3 billion a year in 
economic and military aid. 


Mr. Oimert called on 
American supporters of 
Israel to push through legisla- 
tion to move the U.S. embas- 
sy from Tel Aviv to Jeru- 
salem and to recognise 
Israel’s claim to all of the city 
as its capital. 

. Only two countries, Costa 
Rica and El Salvador, have 
embassies in Jerusalem. The 
United States and other 
countries do not recognise 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital 
and keep their embassies in 
Tel Aviv. 

Economics Minister Yossi 
Beilin said the American abs- 
ence was “sad and a pity." 
But he also said it was a 
“moment of truth" for Israel 
that underlined that the sta- 
tus quo was not acceptable. 

"What happened was a 
shocking truth for many peo- 
ple who think that what we 
need to do... is to leave the 
situation in Jerusalem as it 
is.” he said. ”We need to 
come to a situation where in 
the final arrangement the 
world will recognise Jeru- 
salem as our capital." 

Ambassador Indyk said he 
was busy Monday with at a 
Labour Day barbecue and a 
benefit for an Israeli women's 
shelter. 

“The United States gov- 
ernment did not boycott the 
Jerusalem 3000 festival and is 
not boycotting the Jerusalem 
3000 festival.” he said. 

Mr. Indyk said the embas- 
sy sent a senior cultural 
affairs official to the cere- 
mony at Israel's parliament, 
and that there would be "am- 
ple_ opportunities" for the 
United States to participate 
in festivities in the coming 
months. 

Syria criticised the festival 
and welcomed the decision 
by Western countries to 
boycor ..,e extravaganza. . 



Thai king 
recovers from ~ 
heart surgery 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai- 
land’s revered King Bhumi- 
bol Adulyadej is recovering 
well from treatment to re- 
lieve constriction in a coron- 
ary artery, the Bureau of the 
Royal Household said. The 
Bureau, in a statement 
obtained by Reuters Tues- 
day, said King Bhumibol's 
condition had shown "re- 
markable improvement." His 
general condition appeared 
good and his heart was func- 
tioning normally, the state- 
ment said. "Due to the re- 
markable improvement of 
His Majesty's heart ailment, 
the medical team has shifted 
from intravenous to oral 
medication for His Majesty," 
the statement said. The state- 
ment did not say when the 
king would leave hospital. 
King Bhumibol. 67, had simi- 
lar angioplasty treatment in 
March. He was admitted to 
hospital Sunday after show- 
ing some abnormal coronafy 
symptoms, the bureau said 
earlier. 

Mother to die for 
killing child for 
eyes, kidneys 

DHAKA (R) — A Bang- 
ladesh court has sentenced a 
woman to death by hanging 
for killing her three-year-old 
daughter and removing her 
eyes and kidneys for sale, 
police said Tuesday. They 
said the grisly incident occur- 
red in the north Bangladesh 
district on Rangpur in 
September last year. Police 
arrested Bilkis Begum and 
recovered the corneas of her 
child. Farzana Bobby. The 
kidneys were not found. With 
questions whether kidneys 
could be removed outside 
specialised clinics still un- 
answered, police lodged a 
case against Mrs. Begum at a 
Rangpur court and presented 
the corneas as evidence. 
Judge Soumendra Sarkar 
gave his verdia • Monday, 
saying Bobby was strangled 
to death and subjeaed to 
posthumous barbarity. "Be- 

S um is thereby sentenced to 
eath," he said. Lawyers said 
Mrs. Begum could appeal the 
verdict. Police said. they be- 
lieved Mrs. Begum was in- 
volved with illegal limb trad- 
ers but they had no clear 
answer why she turned on her 
own child. 

U.K. to review 
ban on gays in 
armed forces 

LONDON (AP) — Britain is 
to review its ban on homosex- 
ual men and women in the 
armed forces. The Ministry 
of Defence said in a state- 
ment that a team of civil 
servants and representatives 
from the army, navy and air 
force will take evidence from 
military personnel of all 
ranks and visit the armed 
forces of several other coun- 
tries. The team's report will 
be presented to the govern- 
ment next January. The 
move follows a ruling in June 
by the High Court, the 
second highest court after the 
Law Lords of the House of 
Lords, in a case brought by 
four homosexuals dismissed 
from the armed forces. The 
High Court panel of four " 
judges upheld the right of the 
ministry under British law to 
dismiss them. But one of the 
judges. Sir Simon Brown, 
urged a review of the policy, 
saying "the tide of history" 
was turning against the ban. 
Britain and Turkey are the 
only two NATO' alliance 
countries which operate a tot- 
al blanket ban on homosex- 
uals in the armed forces. Brit- 
ish Defence chiefs have 
argued that the ban is essen- 
tial for the maintenance of 
military discipline. Peter 
Tatchell of the homosexual 
pressure group Outrage 
claimed that despite the re- 
view, the ministry in fact 
wanted to keep the ban and 
He cafied for what he termed 
a truly independent inquiry. 
“We know that in the past 
Ministry of Defence research 
on this subjea has tended to 
ask very loaded questions," 
he said. "Service personnel- 
have been quizzed about 
whether they would mind 
sleeping in a bunk or sharing 
a shower with a homosex- 
ual." "The Ministry -of De- 
fence is terrified that the ban 
will eventually be over- 1 
turned, whether by. the- - 
House of Lords or by the' 
European Court of Human 
Rights, and that it will face 
multi-million pound law suits 
from dismissed homosexual 
personnel,” he said. 





